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INTRODUCTION. 


TO ii waes hath more diftinguifhed the reign of his 
prefent Majefty, than the liberality. with which he 
hath encouraged the ardour of nautical difcovery.—Al- 
though the voyages of other Evropean nations have greatly 
increafed our knowledge of the globe, yet as thefe were ge- 
nerally undertaken (fome late voyages of the French except- 
ed) from views either of ambition or of avarice, the im prove- 
ment of fcience, and of geography, was but a fecondary con- 
fideration;—it is not, therefore, to be wondered that the 
fubje&t ftill remained imperfeét, overclouded by doubt and 
uncertainty.—To diffipate thefe clouds, to remove exifting 
errors, and to render what was dubious demonttrably clear, 
became highly interefting to almoft every nation; and Eu- 
ROPE, With eyes of admiration, beheld this important object 
not only undertaken, but to a furprizing degree executed, 
by the f{pirit and abilities of Great Britain. 
The exploring untraverfed ‘oceans, in {pite of every 
danger that could menace, or difmay —the difcovering 
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multitudes of iflands, and of people, whofe exiftence was 
not known before—and the fame of fixing the geography 
of the Southern World, were the noble fruits of this bold 
and hazardous enterprize; which will remain to fucceeding 
ages a monument of the zeal and patronage of GrorRGE 
THE THIRD. 

Under fuch aufpices, and under fuch navigators as this 
bufinefs was confided to, with each fuperadded affiftance in 
the various fciences, what was there not to be hoped ?—And 
it certainly, in no {mall degree, added to the fpirit of the 
undertaking, that fuch an unexampled character as Mr. 
(now SiR JOSEPH) BANKs voluntarily accompanied Captain 
Coox.—As long as the hiftory of that time fhall exift, it 
will itamp the higheft honour on his name, to have, in 
the prime of youth, facrificed the blandifhments of a noble 
fortune, to his ardour for information and fcience, without 
fhrinking at the perils he might encounter from untried 
feas, and coafts that had never been explored.—And it 
equally reflects the higheft credit on his difcerning country ; 
who, emulous to acknowledge the debt fhe owed his merit, 
ized the earlieft opportunity, after his return, to make him 
PRESIDENT of the Roya Society; a fituation the moft 
honourable and diftinguifhed fhe could offer a perfon of his 
genius and purfuits; where ftill, with the fame ardour, he 
promotes her Fame, the zealous and liberal Patron of learne 
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The relations of thefe feveral voyages having excited a 
great fpirit of inquiry, and awakened an eager curiofity to 
every thing that can elucidate the hiftory of mankind, I 
flatter myfelf, that no apology is necefflary for my bringing 
forward the following Work, whofe Nove/ty and Authenticity 
will, I truft, infure it a favourable reception. 

The iflands which I am about to defcribe were not difco- 
vered in confequence of any premeditated defign ; the INpD1Ia 
packet, which Captain WILSON commanded, being in a tem~ 
peft wrecked on their coaft; and it is folely to the benevo- 
lent character of their inhabitants, we owe the fafe return of 
our countrymen, that compofed the crew of the ANTELOPE$ 
—by the means of whom I am enabled to lay before the 
Public an account of this fingular people. 

Nothing can be more interefting to Man than the hiftory 
of Man. The navigators of the different ages have pictured 
to us our own {pecies in a variety of lights —The manners 
of civilized nations bear a ftrong refemblance to each other 5 
it is the vices or virtues of individuals, that create any 
general diftin¢étion ;—whereas in countries, which fcience, 
or the gentler arts, have never reached, we obferve a won- 
derful difparity; fome are found under that darknefs and 
abfolute barbarifm, from the fight of which humanity 
gladly turns afide ;—whilft others, unaided, unaffifted, but 
by mere natural- good fenfe, have not only emerged from 
this gloomy fhade,’ but nearly attained that order, propriety, 
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and good condudét, which conftitute the effence of real 
civilization.—It is by very flow degrees, and through long 
periods of intervening ages, that nations, now the moft po- 
lifhed, have arrived at their prefent ftate—The mind of in- 
quifitive man, too eager after knowledge which his limited 
faculties can never reach, often idly afks—Wbherefore all thefe 
varied gradations in human exifience ? But his queftion will 
remain for ever unanfwered, and he muft content himfelf 
with being fatisfied that the ways of PROVIDENCE are con- 
ducted with unerring wifdom, to anfwer purpofes beyond 
mortal comprehenfion.—He will be far more wifely employ- 
ed in feeling, with becoming gratitude, that he was not def- 
fined himfelf to be an inhabitant of TERRA DEL FUEGO, oF 
to add one to the number of the forlorn favages of the Nor- 
THERN POLE. 

There is one queftion, indeed, and a very important one, 
which poffibly may, at fome future period, be fuccefsfully 
inveftigated ;—how all the numerous iflands, lately difco- 
vered, as well as the multitude of others, that are fcattered 
through various parts of the vaft ocean, were originally 
peopled ?—This fubjeét, which opens a wide field for con- 
jecture to range-over, hath already exercifed the abilities of 
the ingenious—and, ifever fatisfactorily afcertained, cannot 
fail to throw many interefting lights on the hiftory of man- 
kind. 

The prefent account of the PELEW Iflands, I have already 
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obferved, was offered to the Public under the double claim 
of Novelty and: duthenticity. It is therefore incumbent on me 
to mention on what ground thefe claims are fupported. 

_. The iflands in, queftion were probably firft noticed by 
fome of the Spamards of the PHILLIPINES, and by them 
named the PALos IsLANDs; the tall palm-trees, which 
grow there in great abundance, having at a diftance the ap- 
pearance of mafts of fhips *—That this was the origin of 
their name is rendered {till more probable, as the Spaniards 
gave the fame appellation to all the numerous iflands of this 
Archipelago, the far greater part of which are now known 
by the name of the New CAROLINES. 

In the Lettres Edifientes et Curieu/es, written by the ¥e[uit 
Miffionaries, rnay be found feveral letters, which, from their 
titles, feem to have a reference to, and which might be 
thought to relate to the clufter of iflands which are the fub- 
ject of the prefent Work ;- but whoever perufes them, with 
attention, will inftantly fee that they relate folely to the Nrw 
CAROLINES, Which were difcovered about the year 1696, as 
may be feen by the letter of Father PauL CLAIN, dated 
from Manilla, 10th of Fune 1697 t.—But even the accounts 
given by him of the NEw CAROLINES, were not in confe- 
quence of any Spaniards having been there, but merely fuch 
as he had received from fome of their inhabitants, who, ven- 
turing too far to fea, had been driven by a ftorm to one of the 


* Palos, in the Spani/h language, nautically applied, denoting a matt. 
4 Letires Edifientes et Curieufes, vol. i, page 112. 
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PHILLIPfNES. In confequence of this knowledge of the 
New CARroLines, a fhip, called the HoLy TRINITY, was, in 
1710 *, fitted out at Manilla, by order of PHILIP V. to 
carry two Miffionaries, les Péres DuBERON and CoRTIL, thi- 
ther; who: arriving off SoNsOROL, one of the CAROLINES, 
the two Miffionaries would go on fhore in the chaloupe, to 
fix the Crofs, againit the opinion of Don PADILLA, the 
Captain, who, as he could find noanchorage, diffuaded them 
1 


ftrongly from the attempt.—As the veflel then, after cruiz- 


4 


ing about for feveral days, to wait their return, could not, 
on account of the winds and currents, remain any longer 
on the ftation, the reverend Fathers were never heard of 
more. Another veflel was fent from the fame place, fome 
time after, to further the miffion, which it was fuppofed the 
two former Jefuits had begun 3 but it foundered at fea, and 
all on board perifhed +, except one Indian, who at laft got back 
to MANILLA with the melancholy news. 

In 1721, another boat, belonging to one of the CARo~ 
LINES, with twenty-four people in it, was driven by force 
of winds to GuaHaN, one of the MARIANNES'}, as appears 
by the letter of PERE JEAN ANTOINE CANTOVA, dated 
AGADNA, in March 4r722.—Thefe {trangers being detamed 
a confiderable time, Le PERE Canrova tells us, that he 
endeavoured to acquire fome knowledge of their language, 
that he might the better inform himfelf of their country. 

* Lettres Edifientes et Curieufes, vol. xi page 75» + De, vol. xvi. page 368. 

t Dy, vol. xviii. page 188, 
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In this letter, which contains fuller information than 
any of the others, he tells us, he underftood from the 
natives that this Archipelago was divided into five pro- 
vinces; and that the PELEW IsLaNDs conftituted the 74 
province, or divifion; but thefe ftrangers, who gave him 
this intelligence, faid, they had no communication with 
the people of this province, adding, that they were inhuman 
and favage ; that both men and women were entirely naked, and 
Jed upon human fiefh; that the inhabitants of the CAROLINES 
Looked on thein with horror, as the enemies of mankind, and 
with whom they held it dangerous to have any intercour/e. 

This is the only mention I find of the PELEw people, 
and a dreadful picture it is of barbarous life; but the na- 
tives of the CAROLINEs evidently knew nothing of them, 
but that they exifted at a confiderable diftance from them- 
felves; and probably the notion which they entertained of 
their being cannibals, prevented their ever having any com- 
munication with them *, 

To Four-rirtus of thefe ifiands, which accident had 
now brought the Spaniards acquainted with, they foon gave 
the name of the NEw Caro.LiNnes; but as the Miffionaries, 
who had unquettionably been well informed of the poverty 


and nakednefs of them, apprehended that they were never 


* Le Pere Canrova fays, that this account is conformable to the relation of Father 
Bernarp Messia (probably another Miffionary) ; but where this relation is to be 
found, I know not, having in vain fearched for it. I therefore fuppofe it has not been 
publithed, though poffibly may be preferyed among the manufcript records of the Propa~ 
GANDA at Rome.— Wherever it be, it could only be colleSted from fuch vague evi- 
dence as Canroya’s; who was himéelf, a fhort time after, Aidled by the people of the 
CAROLINES. 
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likely to become an object worthy of the attention of the 
Spani/e monarchy, they were therefore, nearly from this pe- 
riod, neglected ; and even to this day little more is known of 
them, than that they occupy a certain fpace on the furface of 
the globe.—But the Firru divifion of them, far diftant from 
the reft, and inhabited by people who were branded with 
the imputation of being inhuman, favage, and enemies of 
mankind, were, in confequence, never fince inquired after 
and, though laid down in fome late charts, under their ori- 
ginal Spani/b appellation of the Patos iflands, have con- 
tinued till now in total obfcurity.x—They have, it is true; 
been feen, at different times, by fhips making the Eafern 
paflage to and from CHINA againft the szon/oons; yet no one 
appears to have ever landed there, or to have had any inter- 
courfe with the inhabitants; nor have they lain in the track 
of any of the circumnavigators; Captain CARTERET, in his 
courfe, approached them the neareft. 

From the above obfervations, and the great aftonifh~ 
ment which the natives of PELEw difcovered on feeing white 
people, it feems beyond a doubt that the crew of the An- 
TELOPE were the firft Europeans who had ever landed on 
thefe iflands; and it feems equally certain, that their neareft 
neighbours in the adjoining Archipelago knew nothing of 
them.—I therefore feel {ome fatisfaCtion in being the inftru- 
ment of introducing to the world a zew people ; anda far 
greater one, in having the means in my power, of vindicating 
their injured charaters from the imputation of thofe favage 
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-manners which ignorance alone had afcribed to them; for I 
am confident that.every Reader, when he has gone through 
the prefent account of them with attention, will be con- 
vinced that thefe unknown natives of PELEWw, fo far from 
difgracing, live an ornament to human nature. 

The part I have taken in this work originated from my 
knowledge of Captain WILsoNn’s veracity, and from my 
being highly interefted with the account he gave of the in- 
habitants of thefe iflands, which was fo happily iluftrated 
by the good fenfe and amiable manners of the young Prince 

_LEE Boo, whom, at the King his father’s requeft, he had 
brought with him to ENGLAND. 

I frequently mentioned to my valuable friend, Mr. 
Brook WaArTsoN, (through whom I had firft been ac- 

-quainted with Captain WILsON) that I thought the whole 
chain of events, following the lofs of the ANTELOPE, well me- 
rited the public eye, wifhing him to fubmit the matter to his 
friend’s confideration ;—but, after three quarters of a year, 
I perceived that the Captain’s own affairs, his natural diffi- 
dence, and probably his inexperience in preparing properly 
fuch a work, rendered him little difpofed to the undertaking 
—and, as he was then preparing to go out again to INDIA, 
the account was in danger of being totally loft. 

Struck as I was with the relation of the virtues and cha- 
racter of the natives of thefe iflands—fenfible how foon 
oral teftimony is beyond recovery, and the records of me- 
mory effaced by the events or cafualties of life—I felt anx- 
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ious to refcue thefe difcoveries from fliding into oblivion, 
and to preferve them to the curiofity and information of the 
Public; I therefore engaged a volpmteer in the bufinefs, 
propofing to Mr. WaTsoN, that if his friend Captain WiL- 
son would give me his journals and papers, and procure me 
all the living teftimonies then in ENGLAND, that I would 
myfelf undertake the work;—on this condition, that the la- 
bour fhould be maine, the advantage Captain WILsow’s. 
After I had, with great attention, gone over all the jour- 
mals and papers, and tranfcribed them, the better to fix 
them in my memory, and to direct my future inquiries, I 
had the benefit of a reference, both to Captain WILsoNn 
and his fon, during their ftay in ENGLAaNp, for what fur- 
ther or fuller information I required; and, after the Cap- 
¢ain’s departure, I had alfo, in the beginning of 1786, whilft 
the facts were recent, the affiftance and information of fuch 
of his officers as remained in this country; who, for many 
weeks, were fo good as to devote themfelves, as it individu- 
ally fuited them, to this bufinefs. The tranfactions of every 
day, as recorded in the journals, were minutely gone throu gh; 
and it was a great pleafure to me, in taking their feparate 
relations, to find no material difference in their accounts of 
the facts or occurrences, but, on the contrary, the moft per- 
fect agreement. ‘Thus, enlarged by the additions of the 
Gentlemen (who were themfelves in fome {cenes the fole 
actors, the Work, for a year anda half, lay dormant, wait- 
0g Captain WILson’s return from BENGAL, who arrived 
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the latter end of laft fummer: fince that time every part 
of it hath been revifed, and gone over, with the moft 
fcrupulous exactnefs and attention; and I am myfelf firmly 
perfuaded, no work of this nature was ever prefented to the 
Public, in every refpect better authenticated. 

I fhould not have thought it neceffary to have mentioned 
the manner in which I have conducted this publication, had 
I not been aware of there being fcenes and fituations in it 
which might ftartle many of my readers; but, as the truth 
of them can be fully eftablifhed, they will ferve to prove that 
good fenfe, and moral rectitude, may exift in many uncivi- 
lized regions, where the prejudices and arrogance of polifhed 
life are not always difpofed to admit them. 

Thofe who are acquainted with the voyages to the SourH 
Sras, muft have remarked a great fimilitude in the manners 
of the iflands feattered over that immenfe ocean; at the 
fame time it cannot have efeaped their notice, that there are 
cuftoms and characters peculiar to almoft every particular 
group.—The fame obfervation is applicable to the inhabi- 
tants of the PELEw IsLanps; who, tho’ in many refpects. 
refembling their Souvtbern neighbours, muft be allowed. to 
have many characteriftical features: of their own—which an 
intelligent reader will eafily difcover. 

As there was a draughtfman on board the ANTELOPE, 
befides two or three young men acquainted with drawing, 
a faithful portrait of the King of PELEW, and one of his 
Wives, together with fome picturefque views of the country, 
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were by their means obtained.—-Captain WILSON Was pre- 
fented, before he left the iflands, with many of their weapons 
and utenfils, from which the plates contained in this Work 
have been accurately engraved.—And I am happy to have it 
in my power to’add to thefe the portrait of Prince LEE Boo, 
drawn by my Daughter, and which, though done from me- 
mory, fifteen months after his death, is acknowledged to be 
a very ftriking likenefs by every one who knew him. 

To the late difcoveries, which have fo greatly increafed 
our knowledge of the globe, and of the human race, if the 
little clufter of iflands I am now unveiling to the world 
(which may truly be regarded as a rich jewel, {parkling 
on the bofom of the ocean) fhall be deemed by the Public 
an interefting acquifition, Captain WILSON will not have 
been fhipwrecked in vain; and I fhall ever think that the 
time I have beftowed on this Work hath been ufefully 
employed. 





N.B. I cannot let a Third Edition of this Work follow the 
two firft fo clofely, without exprefing the fingular fatisfaction I 
feel at the uncommon fucce/s with which it has been honoured ; 
a fucce/s the more interefiing to me, as it unequivocally proves, 
that a picture of Human Nature, diflingut/bed only by virtuous 
fimplicity, hath been able, in an age of the mofi polifbed refine- 
ment, to attract fo much the attention of the Public. 
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EPARTURE of the ANTELOPE from Macao.—Lif 
; of the Ship's Company.—Route and Tranfactions prior 
to the Lo/s of the Vefel. - =e, = " Paget 
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Lofs of the ANTELOPE, and the immediate Diftrefes arifing 
from the Accident. ~ - ~ . 10 
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Firft Appearance of the Natives.—The curious and friendly 
Interview between them and the Englith.— Captain WiL- 
son’s Brother fent to the King of PELEW, the King’s 


Brother remaining with our People. - = 22 
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The Pinnace goes to the Ship, and finds it had been vifited 
by fome of the Natives.—Tbe Behaviour of Raa Kook, ¢he 
King’s Brother, on being informed of it.—Tbe friendly Con= 
duct of this Chief whilft he remained alone with the Englith. 
—A Council held, and all the Cajks of Liquor remaining in 
the ANTELOPE ordered to be faved. * Page 33 
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ARRA KooxeER, ¢he King’s Brother, returns from PELEW, 
and is foon after followed by Mr. MatTTHIAsS WILSON, 
who gives a very favourable Account of the Manner in 
which he had been received.— Regulations made by the 
Englifh for efabli/bing a Nightly Guard.—The General and 
ApRA KOOKER informed of it.—They approve the Scheme, 
which 1s immediately put in Execution. — Some Character of 
ARRA KOOKER. ~ ~ = Ar 


CHAPTER VI. 


The King of PeLEw pays his firfi Vifit to the Englith—His 
Arrival defcribed, and the Ceremony with which he is re- 
ceived; after which he is conduéted by his two Brothers and 
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Captain WILson round the Spot whereon they had erected 
their temporary Habitation, and foewn whatever might en- 
gage bis Curiofity—After feveral Hours Stay be departs, 
pleased with his Reception, and takes bis Retinue with bim 
Zo the back Part of the Ifand. ~ - Page 5% 
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41 Coolne/s arifes on the Part of the Natives, which much 
alarms the ENGLISH.—Tébis cleared up, and Friend/bip re- 
JSiored.—The King requefis Five of Captain WiLson’s Men 
to attend bim to a War he was going to make againfi a 
neighbouring Iand.—This is affented to, and he departs 
with the Men.—Tbe Englith plan their intended Veffel, form 
@ Dock Yard, unanimoufly choofe Captain WiLson fo be 
thety Commander, and each engages in the Department he 
25 nominated to, in order to affift the Conftruction of their 
future Veffel.—The Firft Sunday after the Shipwreck duly 
commemorated. - - = ~ 69 
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Our People continue almoft every Day to fend to the Wreck, 
and recover a great Variety of Stores.—They form a Barri- 
cade round the Tents;-—complete it,— and continue their 
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Work with the utmoft Affiduity in the Dock Yard, and in ad= 


vancing the Veffel. - - - -  Page:Sr: 


Clk APT oR ed, 


The Five Men, with the Interpreter, who went with the King 
on bis Expedition, return fa 


—The. Account of the Succe/s of that Expedition —Ram 


Kook, in the Kine’s Name, gives the [Nand of OROOLONG 


to the Englith.—Captain WILson. invited by the King to 


PELEw 3—excu/es bimfelf for the prefent, but fends Mr. 
BENGER, and Mr. M. WILSON, is Brother,.with the Lin- 
cuift, to compliment ABBA THULLE on bis late Kiétory.— 
Captain WILSON. goes in bis Boat round the Ifand.—The 
Veffel continues to eet advanced.—Meffrs. BENGER apd 


WILSON, refurn from PELEW. “ > er 86 


a ED AES Sea 


A Paffage is difcovered through the Coral Reef, fufficient to 
carry oul the Vefjel when completed. —Captain Winsons. 
Mr. SHARP, Mr. DEvis, aud Mr. HENRY WILSON,, £0 #0 
PELEW (0 vifit the King.—<An Account of the Ho/pitality with 
which they were received—Some De/cription of the Manners 
of the Natives, and of their Mode of Living —Mr. SHARP is 


requefied 


fe, accompanied by RXA KOOK.. 
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requefied to go into the Country to fee a fick Child of one of the 
Rupacks, which be does, and returns to PELEW. Page 98 


CEbAek, Tr Be Re XE. 


Further Account of the Natives of PELEW.—-d Couneil of State 
is held, at the Breaking up of which the King requefis of 
Captain WiLson ten Men to go with him on a fecond Expe- 
dition againf? the fame Enemy—whbich 15 agreed to.—De[crip- 
tion of the Dance-of the Warriors.—Our People return to 
OROOLONG, find their Countrymen well, and in great Una- 
nimity advancing the Veffel—The ten Men Selected who were 
to attend the King to Battle.. - - - TIA. 


Colt Wea (labs Rane ell? 


The King comes to OROOLONG.—S much flruck with the Ap- 
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with him the ten Men allotted for the War. - 122 
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Tranfactions at OROOLONG.—The ten Men return from the 
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Requefi is granted, and the allotted Men return with Raa 
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— Arrives juft after bis Countrymen had returned trom the 
grand Expedition, in which this young Man, whom he went 
to vifit, bad been killed.—Attends Raa Koox to bis Son’s 
Funeral, of which an Account is given, -~ = 146 
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The Men who had been on the third Expedition to ARTINGALL 
return—an Account of it given.—Captain WiLs0N invited 


by the King to vifit the Rupacks, who bad attended as Allies 
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in the laft Battle-—<Accompanies the King and his Brother to 
Some Tflands to the Northward, where there was much Féefi- 
vily on the Occafion.—Is received with great Ho/pitality, and 
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People of ARTINGALL were come to fue for Peace.—Tbe 
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ended peaceably.—The Englith return, and give an Account 
of the Manner of its Progre/s and Termination.—Reoicings 
on the Occafion at PELEW.—The King notifies an intended 


Vifit to the Englifh before their Departure. - Page 169 
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Preparations made for the Completion of the Veffel, and fecur- 
ing ber being fafely launched.—Great Su/picions entertained 
on the King’s Mefage, which Captain WILSON endeavours 
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King and his Retinue on their Way to OROOLONG.—Go 
back with him to the Ifand of PETHOULL, where they pafs 
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under bis Protection. = - - 212 
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Ler Boo arrives, and is introduced to Captain Wiison; 


who, at the King’s Defire, remains all Night on Shore.—The 


interefling Manner in which be delivers his Son to his Care.— 
The Captain gives BLANCHARD Advice how to condu& him- 
Jelf.—In the Morning Signals for failing reared. A Boat 
Sent to bring the Captain on board.—The King and his Bro- 
thers accompany them to the Reef.—Multitudes of the Na- 








tives, in their Canoes, furround the Veffel to teflify their 
Regard.—The King takes an affectionate Leave of the Eng- 
lith.— Character of ABBA THULLE.—Raa Koox croffes 
tbe Reef, and goes a good Way to Sea before he quits them. 
His Characier.—The Englith proceed on their Voyage to 
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The Chart zo front the Introduction, and to come out with 
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ABBA THULLE: 
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Plate, N° z,.Ornamenits. 
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Departure of the ANTELOPE from Macao.—Lifi of the 
Ships Company.—Route and Tranfactions prior to the Lofs 
of the Veffel. 


HE ANTELOPE, a packet of near 300 tons burthen, 

in the fervice of the Honourable ENGLIsH East 
INDIA Company, under the command of Captain HENry 
WILSON, having arrived at Macao inthe month of June 
1783, the Captain received orders from the Company’s 
fupra-cargoes to refit his fhip with all poffible fpeed; which 
being completed, on Sunday the 20th of July, about eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon, he received his difpatches, and 
the fhip being ready for fea, he took leave of the Council; 
and about half paft three o’clock went on board, accompa~ 
nied by Mefirs. BRowN, LANE, BRUCE, and PEacu, as alfo 
Mr. Morgan, furgeon; and. after the Captain had paid the 
B fixteen 
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1 Chinefe men (with which they had been allowed to 
augment their fhip’s company) the advance-money ufual on 
thefe occafions, they weighed anchor, and their friends 
went on fhore, whom they faluted at going away with nine 
rom bh a ke ha AT eof Ler | a j ifettl 1 d J T 1 a 
guns. The weather becoming unfettled and hazy, at nine 
‘clock in the evening the i din 7 fatt X 
o'clock in the evening they anchored in 7 fathom water.— 
Asin the courfe of this narrative we fhall find the fhip’s 
company at times collectively and feparately engaged, it will 
not be improper at the outfet to mention the names of the 
TR yoy “4 deol rsa 10 i is - cy de ‘: : 
Luropeans who were in the ANTELOPE, with their particular 
diftinction and fituation on board. 
Names. Stations. 

Henry WItson = ~ = - Commander. 

Puitip BENGER * =~ -= = Chief Mate. 

PETER BARKER = = = - Second Mate. 

Joon CUMMIN = - -~ - Third Mate, 

JOHN SHARP - = = - = Surgeon. 

ArtTuuR Wiii1aMm Devis - Paflenger. 

Joun BLancoH= - = - - Gunner. 


WILLIAM HARVEY Boatfwain. 


i 
i 
6 


Joun PoLKINGHORN - = - Carpenter. 


PORN IVEF ae a ee peed Cooper and Steward. 


RICHARD JENKINS - = = Carpenter’s Mate. 
James Swiet (ose Cog. 
RicHarD SHARP - = - = Midfhipman. 


Henry WI son, Junior 


t 
i] 


Ditto, fon to the Captain. 


* The names thus marked, are the only men at this time known with certainty to 
be dead. 


Joun 
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Names, 
JoHN WEDGEBROUGH - 


ILOBERT WHYTh.. +’ a 


ALBERT (PIERSON = 4-5 < 
Goprry Minxs* <. . 
Tuomas DULToN - « 
Joun Cooprr - - - q 


WILLIAM RozgerRTs 


James Duncan - - ~ 
MatTtTuias Witson - « 
NicHoLAs TYACKE - - 
Games Bi wre) — Gis e0. 
Tuomas WILLSonN * o 

WILLIAM STEWART- - 
MADAN BLANCHARD = 

Tuomas WHITFIELD = 

WILLIAM CoBBLEDICK = 
ZACHARIAH ALLEN = = 
THOMAS CASTLES - - 


DEDRICK WINDLER - - 


Tuomas Ross * = - - } 


At five o’clock in the morning they again wei hed an- 
S y ag gS 


PELE W 





Stations. 


as midfhipmen. 


Quarter Matter. 
Ditto. 

Captain’s Steward. 
Seaman. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


ISLANDS. 


Two youths from Chrift’s Ho- 
{pital, apprentices, and acting 


- Ditto, brother to the Captain. 
- Ditto. 


Ditto. 


-~ Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


= Ditto. 


Ditto, 


Linguift, a native of Bencai, 
calling himfelf a Portugue/e. 


‘chor, and fet fail, having a fine breeze from the E. N. EF. 


and between fix and feven o’clock their pilot left them. 
p 


B 2 


About 

























1783, 
JULY, 


Monday 2x. 





















1783. 
FUL. 


























Tuefday 22, 


Wednefday 
23. 








LON FCG UGnewt® Orr 





About nine o’clock, being got to fome diftance from the 
land, they met with a very high fea, which obliged them 
to lay to, in order to fecure their cattle, and other live 
f{tock, as alfo their anchors, cables, and harbour-rigging. 
About eleven o’clock they made fail again, and by a very 
good obfervation, at noon, were in latitude 21° 28’ north; at 


the fame time could juft fee the land bearing north, at the 


diftance of about eleven leagues, as near as they could judge, 
the weather being rather hazy. In the afternoon the lafh- 
ings of the booms broke, and they fell to leeward, which 
obliged them to keep the fhip before the wind until they 
were replaced and fecured, which having done, they refum- 
ed their courfe. In the evening, obferving it to lighten very 
ftrongly from the fouthward, they clofe reefed their top- 
fails, expecting it to blow from that quarter. 

Next day the weather continued moderate but cloudy ; 
and they had a great fea from the eaftward, which made the 
fhip labour, fo as to oblige them to pump every two:hours. 
The boat{wain and carpenter were both taken ill in the 
night with a cold and a flight fever. In.the afternoon a fail 
was feen to the S. E. which they took to be a PORTUGUESE 
veffel bound to Macao. The wind veered round to the 
fouthward this day; no obfervation of latitude. 

rhe wind foutherly, with cloudy weather and fome light 
{qualls and rain. They noticed this forenoon feveral rip- 
pilings in the warter, as if in a tide or current; the fea was 


fomewhat 
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fomewhat fallen, and the fhip made lefs water. No obferva- 


tion of latitude this day, the fun being in their zenith. 


The weather was very {qually, with rain and a great fwell. 


The boat{wain and carpenter were much recovered, fo as 


to be able to go about their duty, in fecuring the ports 


and preparing the fhip for bad weather. By an indifferent 


obfervation at noon, they found themfelves in latitude 


19° 29’ north. 


The weather continued very dark and cloudy, with thun- 


der, lightning, and hard rain, fo that the fhip was in a man- 


ner deluged, and every one wet and uncomfortable. About 


three o’clock in the afternoon they faw the appearance of 


land from the deck, being the BasHEE Iflands, bearing from 
S. E.toE, N.E. At fix o’clock the northermoft [land bore 
N.E.by E. At night the weather being but indifferent and 


hazy, fo that they could not keep fight of the land, they 


fhortened fail and lay to till the morning. 


5 
1782. 


"UL. 


Thurfday 
2A 


Friday 25. 


At day-break they again faw. the land to leeward of Saturday26, 


them, being the fame they had feen the night before; 


from this circumftance they concluded there was no cur- 


rent; and as foon as the light opened a little more upon 


them, they made fail and bore away before the wind, to go 


round the northermotft ifland, which they did at about four 


or five miles diftance. 


The weather being hazy when they 


firft faw the land, they had but a very imperfect view of the 


iflands. The firft appeared to be long and tolerably even. 


The 
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Che fecond was likewife long, of a pretty equal height, ex- 
cept in two.or three places, where it feemed to rife into 
hills: near the middle of it was one very remarkable, from 
its being in fhape like a CHINA or TARTAR woman’s hat. 
The third ifland fhewed lke two rugged-topped mountains, 
joined together by low land. The fourth was a high, large, 
double-peaked rock, appearing to have little foil or wood 
upon it. The fifth was very high and uneven, devoid of 
wood, except a few green bufhes towards its f{ummit. There 
were no figns ef inhabitants upon any of thefe iflands, and 
the weather being {qually, our people foon loft fight of them; 
at noon they were in latitude 21° 14’ north, by obfervation, 
when, having run about fifteen leagues to the eaftward of 
the iflands, they hauled up more to the fouthward, in hopes 
to get into {moother water, and better weather than they had 
hitherto met with fince leaving Macao. Soon after noon, 
the man at the maft-head difcovered the foretop-maft to be 
{prung ; they immediately took in the fails, and got down 
the topgallant-maft, and prepared to get down the top-maft, 
but were obliged to defift on account of the weather, -until 
the morning, when it proving fair, with tolerably fmooth 
water, all hands went bufily to work to get up a new fore- 
top-maft, and to dry and air the fhip, as alfo to fecure what 
cattle and ftock remained, much having perifhed in the 
rains and bad weather. The next morning alfo being fine 
and fair; this opportunity was embraced to open the ports, 
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and wath and cleanfe the fhip below, as well as to overhaul 
and clean their {mall arms, and give the officers inftructions 
for the voyage. In the evening there was very hard rain, 
with variable winds. 

But the fucceeding day, the wind being favourable, gave 
them an opportunity of examining and drying fome of their 


provifion, particularly fome Chine/e hams and dry fifth, which 
conftituted part of their victualling, and had got damp in the 


exceflive rains. They faw a great quantity of fith {wimming 
about the fhip, but could not catch any, as they would not 
take the baits. No rains during the laft twenty-four hours, 
but the next morning the weather became overcat and they 
were again vifited with rain in the evenin 2g, Which continued 
very hard all night and the fucceeding day, with variable 
winds, fo that they made very little progrefs on their 
voyage. ‘The next morning was more moderate, and to- 
wards noon the weather cleared up and they got an obfer- 
vation, by which they found their latitude was 16° 2 5 north. 
In the afternoon it fell calm, which gave them the means of 
trying the current, which they found to fet tothe E.N.E, 
at the rate of half a mile an hour. In the evening Captain 
WILSON exercifed fome of the Chive/e men with rowing in 
the jolly-boat for an hour or two, to teach them to ufe an 
oar when needful. The following day being fair, and the 
wind moderate, all were again employed in clearing and 
cleaning the fhip and fetting up. the rigging. In the after- 


noon 
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noon they had an obfervation for the longitude, by the dif- 
tance of the fun and moon, by which they found themfelves 


The follow~ 


ing morning being alfo fair, divine fervice was performed 


in 126 degrees and a half eaft of GREENWICH. 


upon deck 3 aceremony never omitted on Sundays when the 
weather would allow of it. In the afternoon they got another 
obfervation for the longitude, which confirmed that taken 
the preceding day. At night they met with frefh gales of 
wind, fqually weather, and much rain, which continued 
moft part of the next day; towards the evening of which 
they faw numbers of birds and fifh, likewife fome drifts 
of pieces of wood or bamboo, they therefore altered their 
courfe more to the fouthward, and went under an eafy fail, 
keeping a good look out, until morning, when it being 
very tempeftuous they brought to, and handed their topfails, 
which before had been clofe reeft. The weather continued 
to blow a ftorm till about mid-day of the 7th, during which 
time they could fhow but very little fail, being obliged to lay 
to under the ftorm ftay-fails; the ftorm then abating, and 
the weather clearing up, they got an obfervation for the 
latitude, by which they found themfelves in 10° 16’ north. 
In the afternoon the wind was foutherly, with frefh gales, but 
dry, fo that they were able the following morning to clean 
between decks, and alfo to fumigate the fhip with gunpow- 
der. ‘The cattle had all perifhed in the laft ftorm, except 
one bullock; the fhe-goat alfo, having kidded in this bad 


weather, 
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weather, died together with her young. In the afternoon i tet. - 
the weather became more moderate, fo that they were able 
to make fail and to proceed on their voyage; and the next 
day the weather was fo fine they were enabled to open Saturday 9. 
their ports to air and dry the fhip below, as alfo again to 
examine their provifion and ftores, and get every thing 
into order. They were now proceedin g cheerfully on their 
voyage, fondly flattering themfelves that the adverfe wea- 
ther, and the anxieties it had awakened, were all at an 
end, when they were fuddenly overwhelmed with thofe 


misfortunes which are related in the followin g Narrative. 
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CHAP YER oT. 


Lofs of the ANTELOPE, and the immediate Difirefes arifing 
from the Accident. 


HE wind having frefhened after midnight, the fky 

became overcaft, with much lghtning, thunder, and 
rain. Mr. BENGER, the chief mate, having the watch upon 
deck, had lowered the top-fails, and was going to reef them 
with the people upon duty; judging from the thunder that 
the weather would break and clear up, and only prove 
a flight fquall, he did not think it neceffary to call the 
hands out, or acquaint the Captain, who had only guitted 
the deck at twelve o’clock. The people being upon the 
yards reefing the fails, the man who was on the look-out 
called Breakers ! but fo fhort was the notice, that the call 
of Breakers had {carce reached the officer upon deck. before 
the fhip ftruck. The horror and difmay this unhappy: 
event threw every body into was dreadful; the Captain,. 
and all thofe who were below in their beds, fprang upon 
deck in an inftant, anxious to Know the caufe of this 
fudden fhock to the fhip, and the confufion above; a mo- 
ment convinced them. of their diftreffed fituation; the 
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breakers along-fide, through which the rocks made their ap~ 
pearance, prefented the moft dreadful fcene, and left no 
room for doubt. The fhip taking a heel, in lefs than an 
hour filled with water as high as the lower deck hatchways ; 
during this tremendous interval, the people thronged round 
the Captain, and earneftly requefted to be directed what te 
do, befeeching him to give orders and they would imme- 
diately execute them. Orders were in confequence in- 
{tantly given to fecure the gunpowder, ammunition, and 
{mall arms, and that the bread, and fuch other provifion 
as would fpoil by wet, fhould be brought upon deck and 
fecured by fome covering from the rain; while others 
were directed to cut away the mizen-mait, the main and 
foretop-maft, and lower yards, to eafe the fhip and pre- 
vent her overfetting, of which they thought there was fome 
hazard, and that every thing fhould be done to preferve 
her as long as poffible (the fails having all been clewed up 
as foon as the fhip ftruck). The boats were hoifted out, and 
filled with provifion and water, together with a compafs 
in each, fome fmall arms, and ammunition; and two men 
were placed in each boat, with directions to keep them under 
the lee of the fhip, and be careful they were not ftaved, and 
to be ready to receive their fhip-mates in cafe the veffel 
fhould break to pieces by the dafhing of the waves and the 
violence of the wind, it then blowing a ftorm. Every 
thing that could be thought expedient in fo diftrefsful and 
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trying an occafion was executed with a readinefs and obe- 
dience hardly ever exceeded. The people all now affembled 
aft, the quarter-deck laying higheft out of the water, the 
quarter-boards afforded fome little fhelter from the fea and 
rain; here, after contemplating a few moments their wretch- 
ed fituation, the Captain endeavoured to revive their droop- 
ing {pirits, which began to fink through anxiety and fatigue, 
by reminding them that fhipwreck was a misfortune to 
which thofe who navigate the ocean were always liable; 
that their fituation indeed was more difficult, from happen- 
ing in an unknown and unfrequented fea, but that this con- 
fideration fhould roufe their moft active attention, as much 
muit depend on themfelves to be extricated from their dif- 
trefs; that when thefe misfortunes happened, they were 
often rendered more dreadful than they otherwife would be 
by the defpair and difagreement of the crew; to avoid 
which, it was ftrongly recommended to every individual not 
to drink any fpirituous liquor. A ready confent was given 
to this advice; but they being all wet, and fatigued with ex- 
ceffive labour, it was thought advifable to take fome re- 
trefhment, and therefore a glafs of wine and fome bifcuit was 
given to each perfon; after eating, a fecond glafs of wine 
was given them, and they now waited with the utmoft anx- 
iety the return of day, in hope of feeing land, for as yet they 
had not difcovered any; the third mate and one of the quar- 
ter-mafters only, in the momentary interval of a dreadful 
flafh 
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flath of lightning, imagined they had feen the appearance 
of land ahead of the fhip. During thefe anxious mo- 
ments, they endeavoured to confole and cheer one another, 
and. each was advifed to clothe and prepare himfelf to 
quit the fhip when neceffity fhould make that ftep in- 
evitable; and herein the utmoft good order and regularity 
was obferved; not a man offering to take any thing but 
what truly belonged to himfelf, nor did any one of them 
either afk for, or attempt to take a dram, or’complain of 
the negligence or mifconduct of the watch or any par- 
ticular perfon. The dawn of day difcovered to their view 
a fmall ifland to the fouthward, about three or four 
leagues diftant, and foon after fome other iflands were feen 
to the eaftward. They now felt apprehenfive on account 
of the inhabitants, to whofe difpofitions they were ftran- 
gers; however, after manning the boats, and loading 
them in the beft manner they could for the. general 
good, fuch of the crew as departed from the fhip under 
the care of Mr. BENGER, were earneftly requefted to 
endeavour to obtain a friendly intercourfe with the in- 
habitants if they found any, and carefully to avoid any 
difagreement unlefs reduced to the lait neceffity, as the 
fate of all might depend upon the firft interview. As foon 
as the boats were gone, thofe who remained went imme- 
diately to work to get the booms overboard, in order to 
make a raft to fecure themfelves, as the ANTELOPE was 
hourly 
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hourly expected to go to pieces, and the utmoft difquie- 
tude was entertained for the fafety of the boats, not 
‘only on account of the natives, but alfo of the weather, 
it continuing to blow very hard.—In the afternoon they 
perceived with inexpreffible joy the boats coming off; a 
fight the more welcome, as they were fearful from their 
long ftay, they had met with fome difafter, either from 
the inhabitants, or the ftorm; they were however hap- 
pily relieved from this anxiety by their getting fafe to 
the fhip about four o’clock, having left the ftores and five 
men on fhore. They brought the welcome news that there 
was no appearance of inhabitants on the ifland where they 
had landed; that they had found a fecure harbour well thel- 
tered from the weather, and alfo fome freth water. Every 
one now purfued his labour with renovated fpirits to com- 
plete the raft, which was in great forwardnefs when the 
boats returned; this being completed, they took a fecond 
refrefhment of bread and Wine, each individual having 
{trictly conformed to the promife made to Captain WILSON, 
not to drink any ftrong liquor. We mutt not omit here 
mentioning a melancholy accident which happened among 


the events of this difaftrous morning; foon after day-break 


the mizen-maft being found near the fhip’s ftern, and fome 


of the rigging entangled in the mizen-chains, GopFry 


MINKs went to cut it adrift, in doing this he unfortu- 


nately flipped and fell overboard, and although the boats, 
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which were not then gone, went inftantly to his affiftance, 
he was unfortunately drowned, owing, as was fuppofed, to 
having encumbered himfelf with too many clothes, when 
he prepared himfelf, as before related, to be ready to quit 


the fhip. 


The raft being now completed, was loaded with as much. 


provifion and ftores as it could carry, confiftently with the: 


fafety of the people who were to goon it. The pinnace 
and jolly-boat were likewife filled with provifion, ammuni- 
tion, and fmall arms, in which was placed their greateft 
fecurity. The people being ftill anxioufly employed in 
faving whatever they could, and the fhip beginning to 
have a little motion from the rifing of the tide, there was 
great apprehenfion that the main-maft would fall over 
the fide, in which cafe it muft have dropt on the raft, and, 
by deftroying it, have rendered all their labours fruitlefs. 
The raft and pinnace being ready to depart, and the 
evening advancing, the boat{wain was defired to go into 
the fhip, and wind his: call, in order to alarm thofe who 
were bufily employed’ below (and whom Captain WIL-- 
SON. had repeatedly entreated to defift) to go into the 
boats and raft, that they might endeavour to get on fhore 
before night, and fecure what they had already got out 
of the fhip. And here it may be worth while to notice 
the great care and attention of the carpenter, who was fo 
intent on faving what tools and ftores he could, that he re- 
mained below after the pinnace and raft had departed, and 
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Captain WILson was obliged to compel him to. go into 
the jolly-boat, fo anxious was he to provide and take with 
him whatever he thought might contribute to their fu- 
ture relief. 

Thus with aching hearts,. and deep melancholy, they 
quitted the ANTELOPE, totally ignorant of their future def- 
tiny. The pinnace, with fome of the ftouteft of the fhip’s 
crew, took the raft in tow; the jolly-boat alfo affifted, by 
towing the pinnace till they had cleared the reef; after 
which, being too heavily laden to be of much further aid, 
thofe in the pinnace caft loofe their rope, and the jolly-boat 
proceeded alone to the fhere, where they arrived about eight 
o'clock at night, and found their companions who had been 
left inthe morning. Thefe few men had not been idle, or un- 
mindful of their fellow-fufferers; having employed them- 
felves in clearing away a {pot of ground,*and erecting a 
ane 


fituation both -of thofe on the raft, as well as thofe in the 


{mall tent with a fail, in readinefs for their reception. 


pinnace, was truly dreadful till they had cleared the reef 
(which was more than half an hour); by the great furf and 
{pray of the fea, the pinnace and raft were often out of 
fight of each other; thofe on the latter were obliged to 
tie themfelves, and cling to it With all their ftrength, to 
prevent being wafhed off; and the fhrieks of the Chinese, 
jefs inured to the perils of an element they were then 
conflicting with, did’ not a little aggravate the horror of 
the fcene. 
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Having cleared the reef, and got into the channel which 
flows between that and the iflands, they found themfelves 
in deep water, and a lefs difturbed fea; they hoifted the 
fails of the pinnace, and got on; but as they approached 
the land, perceiving a ftrong current, which fet them much 
to leeward of the ifland where they had left the ftores and 
people in the morning, they dropped their fails and rowed. 
They found the current ftill much ftronger as they got 
nearer the fhore, and though every man exerted his utmoft 
ftrength, they {till continued to drop to leeward. Feeling 
now their inability to refift the current, and the ftren eth of 
the rowers being almoft exhaufted, it was judged for the 
fafety of all, that the pinnace fhould take the people from 
off the raft, and bring the raft to a grapnel during the 
night. Thefe additional men from the raft double banked 
the oars of the pinnace, and relieved the rowers, but at 
the fame time they fo crowded her, that fhe could barely 
keep above water, being then clofe under a rocky coaft, 
in about fixteen fathom water (as they afterwards better 
knew). They were only able to advance flowly; but as 
they drew nearer to the ifland whither the others were 
gone before, the jolly-boat having unladen her cargo, Cap- 
tain WILSON with four people, was returning in her, to 
lighten the raft and pinnace, and give them full affiftance, 
and it being dark, hailed the pinnace at a diftance. Whether 
it was from the great fatigue the people had fuftained while 
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on the raft, or from their voice and fpirits being exhautted,. 
or from the fudden joy of perceiving they were fo near 
again to their comrades, but the halloo was anfwered in fo: 
fhrill and unaccuftomed a manner, that thofe who were in 
the jolly-boat, who had previoufly heard the paddling of 
oars, fuppofed they were natives ; as the people who had re- 
mained on fhore in the morning with the ftores, had dif- 
covered, after the boats had left them, traces of fome people 
having been lately upon the ifland, by feeing places where 
there had been fires, with fome: fifh bones and pieces of 
cocoa-nut fhells fcattered about, which had not the appear- 
ance of having lain long there; thefe circumftances in- 
ducing the jolly-boat’s crew to conclude, that the return 
of the halloo came from. a party of the natives, they pre- 
cipitately returned back into the cove. The pinnace ar- 
riving foon after, all thefe alarms were diffipated, and an 
univerfal joy {fpread itfelf over every countenance on fee- 
ing one another again on dry land. They fhook hands 
together with the utmoft cordiality,, every one feeling 
thofe emotions that could ill be expreffed by the moft 
forcible language. They got part of a cheefe, fome bif- 
cuit, and a little water, for their fupper; and by dif- 
charging a piftol, loaded with powder, into fome match 
which they picked loofe to ferve as tinder, they kindled 
a fire in the cove, where they dried their clothes, which 
were thoroughly wet, and flept on the ground alternately, 
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under the covering of the tent which had been raifed. The 


night proved very uncomfortable on many accounts; the rain 
and wind were heavy, and the diftrefs of their fituation not 
a little increafed by the fear of the fhip going to pieces, 
from the tempeftuous weather, before they fhould be able 
to fave from her fuch neceflaries as might be ufeful to 
them. They hauled their boats on fhore, and fet a watch, 
left they might happen to be furprized by any of the na- 
tives. 

The conftant perfpiration the people had been in, added 
to their being perpetually wet with the falt water, had pro- 
duced an irritation on their {kins, which, with the ad- 
ded friction of their clothes from fevere labour, had exco- 
riated them in a manner to make them moft miferably fore. 
At dawn of day, both the pinnace and jolly-boat were fent to 
the raft, to try and bring it up; but the wind blowing very 
hard, they were afraid to attempt moving it; they were, 
however, fortunate enough to get the remainder of the pro- 
vifion and fails from it, and returned about noon. 

The weather proving more moderate in the afternoon, 
the boats were fent to the wreck to bring away fome rice, 
and other provifion, as alfo to procure what necefiaries they 
could for the people, who, as we have already faid, {tood 
in great need of them. 

Thofe who remained on fhore were employed in drying 
their powder, and cleaning and fitting their arms for ufe, 
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in cafe of need; and as the boats did not return till ten 
o’clock in the evening, it fpread amongit their companions 
much alarm for their fafety, as the night came on with 
very heavy weather; nor indeed were their fpirits rendered 
tranquil by their arrival, for the chief mate and crew, who 
returned with the pinnace, brought the melancholy intel- 
ligence, that they did not conceive, from the badnefs of the 
weather, that the fhip could hold together till morning, as 
fhe was beginning to part, the ends or wales being ftarted 
out of their places. The ideas which had been fondly 
nurfed, that when a calm fucceeded there was a poffibility 
fhe might be floated and repaired, fo as to return to Macao, 
or fome part of CHINA, were by this account totally extin- 
guifhed. The profpect now darkened round them, fear 
pictured ftrongly every danger, and hope could hardly find 
an inlet through which one ray of confolation might fhoot, 
They knew nothing of the inhabitants of that country 
where fate had thrown them; ignorant of their manners 
and difpofitions, as well as of the hoftile fcenes they might 
have to encounter for their fafety; they found themfelves, 
by this fudden accident, cut off at once from the reft of the 
world, with little probability of their ever again getting 
away. Each individual threw back his remembrance to 
fome dear object that affection had rivetted to his heart, 
who might be in vain looking out anxioufly for the return 


of the father, the hufband, or the friend, whom there was 


{carcely 
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fcarcely the moft diftant chance of their ever feeing any 1783. 

more. Thefe reflections did not contribute to make the “"°"*™ 
night comfortable; the weather was far more tempeftuous 
than in the preceding one; but the clothes which the people 
had procured from the wreck proved a great comfort to: 


them all, who were thereby enabled to have a change. 
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collecting water which dropped from the rocks, 
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Firft Appearance of the Natives.—The curious and friendly 
Interview between them and the Englitfh.— Captain Wi1i- 
son’s Brother fent to the King of PELEW, the Kine’s 


Brother remaining with our People. 


T day-break, as it blew exceedingly hard, fo that the 
boats could not venture to fea, every one went te 
work, to dry the ftores and provifions between the fhowers; 
and many were bufied to form better tents with fuch mate- 
rials as they had faved. About eight o’clock in the morp- 
ing Captain WILSON and Tom Rose being on the beach 


the people 
who were employed in clearing away the groun 


d,; in the 
wood behind them, gave notice that fome of the natives 
were approaching, as they perceived a canoe comin g round 
the point into the bay; this gave fo much alarm that the 
people all flew to the arms; however, as there were only 
two canoes, and thofe having but few men in them, the 
people were defired to remain ftill, and out of fight, until 
they fhould perceive what reception the Captain and Tom 


ROSE met with, whom they were convinced the natives 


had 








THe PEL-EW TSA NDS. 


had difcovered, as they converfed together, and kept fted- 
faftly looking towards that part of the fhore where they 
were; our people were defired to be prepared for the 
worft, but by no means. to appear for the prefent, or fhew 


any figns of diftruft when they did, unlefs the behaviour of 


the natives to them fhould render it abfolutely neceffary.. 


In this fhort interval of time the canoes had advanced. cau-- 


tioufly towards. the fhore, where they {tood, when Captain 


WILSON defired Tom RosE to fpeak to them in the Ma/ay: 
language, which they did not feem. to underftand, but 


ftopped their canoes; yet foon. after one of them. {poke in. 


the Ma/ay tongue,.and afked who they were? and whether 
they were friends or enemies? To thefe queftions Tom. 
Rose was. directed to: reply, “ That they were unfortunate 
“< Euolibmen, who had loft their fhip upon the reef, and 


99 


sé had faved their lives, and were their friends.” Upon this 
they fpoke a few words together (which was fince fuppofed 
to have been the Ma/ay man explaining to them what had 
been faid); and prefently they ftepped out of the canoes 
into the water, and came towards the fhore, on which 
Captain WILsSoNn waded into the water to meet them, and 
embracing them in a friendly manner, conducted them 
to the fhore, and introduced them. to his officers and 
unfortunate companions; they were eight in number, two 
of whom it was afterwards known were brothers to the 
King. They left one man in each canoe; and, as they were 
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coming into the cove, feemed to look round with great 
watchfulnefs, as if fearful of being betrayed; nor would 
they feat themfelves near the tents, but kept clofe to the 
beach, that in cafe of danger they might immediately re- 
gain their canoes. Our people now going to breakfaft, they 
were prefented with fome tea, and fome fweet bifcuits, 
made at CHINA, of which two or three jars had been 
faved. Only Captain WILsoN, and one or two more, with 
Tom RosE the interpreter, breakfafted with them; for, as 
they would probably have entertained doubts of our people, 
had the Ezg//b furrounded them to gratify curiofity, they 
might, from their apprehenfions, have haftily departed. 
In the little converfation which during breakfaft could be 
obtained, a wifh was expreffed to the Ma/ay they brought 
with them, of knowing by what event he chanced to be 
there. This fellow, befide his own and the PrELEw lan- 
guage, {poke a little Dutch, and fome words of Engl: he 
gave the following account of himfelf, * vig.—That he | 
commanded a trading veffel belonging to a CH1INA-man at 
TERNATE, had been on a trading voyage to AMBOYNA 
and BANTAM, and had been caft away, about ten months 
before, upon an ifland to the fouthward, which was within 
fight of where he then was; that he efcaped from thence to 


PELEw, and had been kindly received by the King, who, he 


* The future condugt and behaviour of this MALAY gave reafon to fufpect there 
was little truth in the account he gave of himéelf, 


told 
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told them, was a very good man, and that his people alfo 
were courteous. 

He further acquainted them, that a canoe having been 
out fifhing, had feen the fhip’s maft lying down; and that 
the King being informed of it, fent off thefe two canoes, at 
four o’clock that morning, to enquire what was become of 
the people; that they knowing well this harbour, had come 
to it firft, being a place where the canoes, when fifhing, 
often fhelter themfelves in hard weather.—They fat about 
an hour with Captain WILson, tafted the tea, but feemed 
to like better the bifcuits, and appeared now to feel them- 
{elves relieved from every apprehenfion. They wifhed that 
one of our people might be fent in theirscanoes to the 
RUPACK, or King, that he might fee what fort of people 
they were; which was agreed to by Captain WILSON, who, 
after breakfaft was ended, introduced to them feveral of 
his officers; thefe, as they came up, fhook hands with 
the natives, who being informed by the Malay that this 
was the mode of {falutation amongft the Exg/if, they went 
to every man prefent, and took him by the hand, nor ever 
after omitted this token of regard, as often as they met our 
countrymen. 

It often pleafes Providence, in the moft trying hours of 
difficulty and diftrefs, to throw open fome unlooked-for 
fource of confolation to the fpirits of the unfortunate !—It 
was a fingular accident, that Captain Rrexs of the Nor- 
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THUMBERLAND fhould, at Macao, have recommended to 
Captain WILSON, Tom ROSE as a fervant, who fpoke the 
Malay language perfectly well. 

It was a ftill more fingular circumftance, that a tempeft 
fhould have throwna Ma/ay on this {pot, who had as a ftran- 
ger been noticed and favoured by the King, and having been 
near a year on the ifland previous to the lofs of the ANTE- 
LOPE, was become acquainted with the language of the 
country; by this extraordinary event both the ENGLisH 
and the inhabitants of PELEW had each an interpreter who 
could converfe freely together in the Ma/ay tongue, and 
Tom Rose {peaking Evgii/h, an eafy intercourfe was imme- 
diately opened on both fides, and all thofe impediments re- 
moved at once, which would have arifen among people who 
had no means of conveying their thoughts to one another by 
language, but muft have trufted to figns and geftures, which, 
to thofe born in climates fo remotely feparated, might have 
given rife to a thoufand mifconceptions.—The natives per- 
ceiving the boats preparing to be launched, imagined it was 
for departure; but being told that our men were only going 
off to the wreck to fetch more ftores and neceffaries on 
fhore, they faid they would fend one of their people with 
them, to prevent any canoes from molefting them. | 

The natives were of a deep copper colour, perfectly 
naked, having no kind of covering whatfoever; their {kins 
very foft and gloffy, owing, as was known afterwards, 
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to the external ufe of cocoa-nut oil. Each Chief had 
in his hand a bafket of BEETLE-NUT, and a bamboo 
finely polifhed and inlaid at each end, in which they carried 
their Chinam; this is coral burnt to a lime, which they 
fhake out through one end of the bamboo where they 
carry it, on the leaf of the BEETLE-NUT, before they chew 
it, to render it more ufeful, or palatable. It was obferved 
that all their teeth were black, and that the Beet/e-nut and 
Chinam, of which they had always a quid in their mouths, 
rendered the faliva red, which, together with their black 
teeth, gave their mouths a very difguiting appearance.— 
They were of a middling ftature, very ftraight, and mufcu- 
jar, their limbs well formed, and had a particular majeftic 
manner in walking; but their legs, from a little above their 
ancles to the middle of their thighs, were tatooed fo very 
thick, as to appear dyed of a far deeper colour than their 
fkin: their hair was of a fine black, long, and rolled up be- 
hind in a fimple manner clofe to the back of their heads, and 
appeared both neat and becoming.—None of them, except 
the younger of the King’s two brothers, had a beard; and it 
was afterwards obferved, in the courfe of a longer acquaint- 
ance with them, that they in general plucked out their 
beards by the root; a very few only, who had {trong 
thick beards, cherifhed them and let them grow.—<As 
they now feemed to feel no longer any reftraint, they were 
conducted round the cove; the ground was as yet but 
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flightly and partially cleared, much broken fhells and rock, 
together with thorny plants and fhrubs remaining over it, 
nor could our people help being furprized at feeing them, 
barefooted as they were, walk over all this rough way as per-= 
fectly at eafe as if it had been the fmootheft ground. But if 
the uncommon appearance of the natives of PELEW excited 
furprize in the Ee/i/), their appearance, in return, awakened 
in their vifitors a far greater degree of aftonifhment.—Our 
countrymen, during all the time they remained in thefe 
iflands, were perfectly convinced, that the inhabitants had 
never before feen a white man, it was therefore little to 
be wondered that they viewed them as a new and a very 
extraordinary race of beings: all they obferved, and all 
they touched, made them exclaim wee// wee/! and fome- 
times weel a trecoy! which the Malay informed them was 
a declaration of being well pleafed.—They began with 
ftroaking the bodies and arms of the Enghi/b, or rather 
their waiftcoats and coat fleeves, as if they doubted whether 
the garment and the man were not of the fame fubftance; 
but were told by the Ma/ay, that the Ezg/i/) in their own cli- 
mate being expofed to far greater cold, were accuftomed al- 
ways to be covered, and had coverings of different kinds to put 
on as occafion required, fo that they could be always dry and 
warm. Our people plainly perceived, by the geftures of the 
Mavay and the natives, that this was what they were converfing 


about; nor could they avoid obferving, by the countenances 
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of the latter, the quicknefs with which they feemed to com- 
prehend whatever information the Ma/ay gave them. The 
next thing they noticed was our people’s hands, and the blue 
veins of their wrifts; and they probably confidered the white 
{kin of the hands and face as artificial, and the veins as the 
Engli/o manner of tatooing, for they immediately requefted, 
that the jacket-fleeves of the men might be drawn up, to fee 
if their arms were of the fame colour as their hands and 
faces: fatisfied in this particular, they expreffed a further 
with to fee their bodies; upon which fome of the men opened 
their bofoms, and gave them to underftand that all the reft 
of their body was of the fame colour.—They feemed much 
aftonifhed at finding hair on their breafts, it being confidered 
with them as a great mark of indelicacy, infomuch that they 
eradicate it from every part of the body in both fexes. 

They afterwards walked about, teitifying great curiofity, 
but at the fame time expreffing a fear that they intruded too 
much. As they had come on {hore unarmed, this confidera- 
tion induced Captain WiLsoNn, before he fhewed them the 
tents, to order that allthe fire-arms fhould be put out of fight, 
by covering them with a fail, that the mutual confidence, 
which had fo happily {fprung up on both fides, might not be 
chilled, or overfhadowed by the flighteft miftruft; but this 
well-conceived intention was fruftrated by an accident.—As 
our people were. conducting them to the tents, clofe by the 
entrance, one of the natives picked up a bullet, which had 
been 
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been cafually dropped on the ground, and immediately ex- 
preffed his furprize, that a fubftance fo {mall to the eye 
‘fhould be fo very ponderous to the touch; he fhewed it 
directly to the Ma/ay, who defcribed to him the ufe of it, 
and feemed to be expatiating on the nature of fire-arms, 
for when he had done he wifhed that one of our mufkets 
might be fhewn them, that they might better comprehend 
their power and ufe. 

Our people had in the tents two dogs, who were con- 
fined clofe to the place where their arms were depo- 
fited; one of them was a large Newfoundlander, who had 
been brought up at fea from a puppy, the other a fpaniel; 
the Newfoundland dog had been the favourite of every one 
on board, being a moft excellent guard, and had been taught 
during the voyage an infinite number of tricks, by 
which he afforded fo much amufement to the whole crew, 
that there was not a failor belonging to the ANTELOPE 
who would not have rifked his life for the dog. On enter- 
ing the tent with their new friends, one of our people went 
before to the dogs, to fee they were tied up, and to prevent 
any furprize to their vifitors; no fooner had they entered 
the tent, than the two dogs fet up a moft violent barking, 
and the natives a noife but little lefs loud; our people {carcely 
at firft knew whether it arofe from fear, or was expreffive of 
aftonifhment; they ran in and out of the tent, and appeared 
fo wifh they might be made to bark again; but the Malay 
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foon explained this to be the effects of joy and furprize, 


thefe animals being the firft of the kind they had ever feen, , 


they having no quadrupeds of any fpecies on thefe iflands, 
except a very few grey rats in the woods.—It was agreed on 
by Captain WILSON and his people, that the wifh which the 
natives had expreffed refpecting the fending one of them 
to PELEW, that the King might fee what kind of Beings 
white men were, fhould be complied with, and fome diffi- 
culty arifing who fhould be the perfon, the Captain re- 
quefted his brother, Mr. MarTruias WILSON, to go, which 
requeit he readily complied with, and agreed to depart with 
them in their canoes. 

The jolly-boat went out of the cove this forenoon, but 
the badnefs of the weather obliged her to put back, as did 
alfo the canoe that was returning to the King, in which 
was Mr. M. WILSON, but about-noon the canoe fet out 
again and proceeded on her voyage. Captain WILSON was 
much affected at his brother’s departure, but hoped the 
embafiy might prove the means of alleviating their forlorn 
fituation. He in{tructed his brother to inform the King who 
they were, to acquaint him with their misfortunes, and to 
folicit his friendfhip, as alfo his permiffion to build a vefiel 
to carry them back to their own country. He fent by Mr. 
M. WILSON a prefent to the King of a fmall remnant of blue 
broad cloth, a canifter of tea, a canifter of fugar-candy, and 
a jar of rufk. The laft article was added at the particular 
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requeft of the King’s two brothers, the younger of whom 
returned with Mr. M. WILSON. 

The weather being rough, our people, employed them- 
felves in drying their clothes, and making their tents more 
commodious. The natives conducted our people to a well of 
frefh water; the path leading to this well lying acrofs fteep 
and rugged rocks, rendered the track hazardous and diffi- 
cult. RicHARD SHARP, a midfhipman, a lad about fifteen, 
being on this duty, the natives took him in their arms when 
the path was rugged, and they were very careful in thefe 
places to affift the men, who returned with two jars filled. 

One canoe and three men remained with our people, 
as did one of the King’s brothers, called Raa Koox, com- 
mander in chief of the King’s forces, and the Ma/ay inter- 
preter; they eat of fome fowl ftewed with bread, which 
was prepared for dinner, but would not eat fome flices of 7 
ham which Captain WILSON had dreffed for them, difliking 
the tafte of falt, of which they had no Knowledge. It con- 
tinuing to rain and blow excefflively hard all the afternoon, 
they could not go away, but paffed the night with our peo- 
ple, and appeared to be perfectly eafy and contented with 


their reception. 
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The Pinnace goes to the Ship, and finds it had been vifited 
by fome of the Natives.—Tbe Behaviour of RAa Kook, the 
King’s Brother, on being informed of it.—The friendly Con- 
duct of this Chief whilf be remained alone with the Englith. 
—A Council held, and all the Cafks of Liquor remaining in 


the ANTELOPE ordered to be faved, 
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HE wind and rain this night proved far heavier Wedneflay 


than any fince the wreck; but at day-break it be- 
came more moderate, and the boatfwain called all hands 
out to work by winding his pipe, the found of which much 
pleafed and furprized the natives. Raa Koox informed 
Captain WILSON, that his brother would not be able to re- 
turn, on account of the weather.—About ten o’clock the 
pinnace was fent off to the fhip; the people who remained 
on fhore employed themfelves in clearing the ground and 
drying their provifion. The pinnace did not get. back till 


after dark; their long ftay awakened uneafinefs: they 


brought word that fome canoes had been at the fhip, and 


had carried off iron and other things, and it was fufpected 
that among thefe was the canoe and the three men that were 
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fome of the moft ufeful medicines. 
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ing or drinking fuch a variety of medicines. 

































left to attend the King’s brother, they having put off foon 
after the pinnace, and, as our people thought, were only 
gone out to fifth. They alfo reported, that it being low-water, 
the pinnace could not reach the fhip, but the men were com- 
pelled to wade over part of the reef to get to her, and were 
now able to fee her fituation, having difcovered that a large 
part of the rock had made its way through her. bottom, and 
in two or three places appeared dry infide her hold, fo that 
fhe remained fixed on the reef. They difcovered that the 
natives had found their way to the cockpit, had rummaged 
the medicine cheft, tafted feveral of the medicines, which 
being probably not very palatable, they had thrown out the 
contents, and had carried off the bottles, fo that nothing re- 
mained in the cheft that could be of any further ufe. How- 
ever, it fortunately happened, that Mr. SHarp, the furgeon, 
at the time he quitted the fhip, conceiving he never fhould 


get back to her any more, had providently brought away 


When thofe who returned with the pinnace brought this 
intelligence, and had informed our people that thefe canoes 
were gone up to PELEW, Captain WILSON made this tranf- 
action known to Raa Koox, not fo much as a matter of 
complaint, as to exprefs to him his uneafinefs for the con- 


fequences which might arife to the natives from their taft- 


RaAA KOOK 


begged Captain WILson would entertain no uneafinefs 


whatever 
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whatever on their account; that if they fuffered, it would 
be owing entirely to their own mifcondudt, for which he 
{aid he felt himfelf truly concerned. This converfation 
paffing at fupper, where the General and_.linguift were 
eating with our people, feemed greatly to difturb Raa 
Koox; his countenance, fully defcribed the indignation 
he felt at the treacherous behaviour of his own men, and 
afked, why our people did not fhoot them? begging, that 
if they, or any others, fhould dare again to attempt plun- 
dering the veffel, they would, and he fhould take upon 
himfelf to juftify their conduct to the King.—He this night 
flept in the fame tent with our people, who all redoubled 
their attention to him, perfectly perfuaded from the ge- 
nerofity of his behaviour, that the difpleafure he had tefti- 
fied at this injuftice done to the Eng/i/z, did not arife from 
any apprehenfion he felt in being at that moment abfolutely 
in their power, but that his mind poffeffed fo nice a fenfe 
of. honour as to make him feel unhappy at what appeared 
to him,to be a breach of hofpitality in his countrymen; 
which he declared fhould be fully ftated to the King, who 
would prevent its happening in future. This amiable Chief 
(for amiable he feemed from firft fight) fhewed a perfect 
fatisfaction with what our people could do for him; he en- 
deavoured.to. accommodate himfelf to their manners, would 
fit.at table as they did, inftead of fquatting on his hams; 
and this pleafing difpofition of his induced every one to re- 
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fpect him as a man of an upright character, and fuch they 
in truth found him to be in every tranfaction they afterwards 
had with him. 

At their firft coming, the Ma/ay, who was quite naked, 
had requefted a pair of trowfers and a jacket, which were 
given him; and a pair of trowfers, together with an uniform 
coat, were at the fame time prefented to Raa Koox, who 
directly put them on, not a little pleafed in appearing like 
his new friends, often looking at himfelf, and faying, “Raa 
“ Kook Englees;” but it was fuppofed he found the heat 
and confinement of drefs very inconvenient, for after this 
vifit he never wore them; and when Captain WILSON was 
at his houfe at PELEw, he perceived he had put them up 
carefully among what he deemed his valuables. He poffeffed 
naturally fo unbounded a curiofity, that not the fmalleft cir- 
cumitance which occurred efcaped his notice; he wifhed to 
have an explanation of every thing he faw, to imitate what- 
ever our people did, and to inquire into the principle and 
caufes of all he obferved brought about by them, lending his 
perfonal affiftance in every thing that was doing, and even: 
defired to aid the cook in blowing the fire. 

Our people finding themfelves now on a perfeé good 
underftanding with this friendly Chief, did not hef- 
tate to afk with freedoni, by their interpreter, whatever 
their own curiofity fuggefted. Obferving that he wore 


round his wrift a polifhed bone of fome creature, in the 


form 
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form of a bracelet, and having noticed that his brother, 
who returned to PELEW with Mr. M. WILSON, had a 
fimilar ornament, they wifhed to know on what account it 
was worn. The Ma/ay explained this to the General, wha, 
through him, informed our people that it was a mark of 
great diftinction, conferred by the King on his own family, 
and on officers of {tate, and commanders, and that he him- 
felf wore it, both as brother to the King, and as Commander 
in chief of his army, both by fea and Iand. This new in- 
telligence which our people had obtained, excited them {til 
more to cultivate the friendfhip of a Chief, who though fo 


high both in rank and office, had with fo much condefcen- 


fion and attentive politenefs fhewed himfelf attached. to. 


them. 

The preceding evening, at fupper, a propofition had 
been made by Captain WILSON to his officers, which, as it 
did not take place till this day, will more properly be in- 
troduced here; a propofition founded in the higheft pru- 
dence and wifdom, and executed with fuch refolution and 
firmnefs of mind, that it reflects the greateft credit on the 
Commander, as well as on the officers and men who ferved 
under him, and hath a juft claim to be faithfully recorded. 
The day after the ANTELOPE was wrecked, when the pin- 
nace had been fent aboard her, to fecure whatever {ftores 
eould be faved, the men having for many hours. endured 
the fevereft toil, the chief officer thought proper to:ferve 


them 
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them out fome'ftrong liquor; but as they were ‘unable «to 
find ‘any thing ‘to eat, their emptinefs ‘and hard fatigue had 
made the liquor operate on their heads, fo that on their re- 
turn back they were very noify:and elated; Captain \W1L- 
soN therefore now fubmitted to his officers, whetherrit 
would not be advifable to ftave'all the liquor that remain 
ed aboard the veflel, left our people, becoming inadvertently 
intoxicated, might be difpofed to quarrel among: them- 
felves, or engage in difputes with the natives; or: from 
another motive, equally important to the common fafety, left 
the natives themfelves, having already found their way to 
the fhip, might difcover the ftrong liquors, which they would 
be tempted to drink of too freely, and, from never having 
before tafted of fpirits, might grow infuriated, and induced 
to commit fome outrage with our people, and thereby draw 
on a general conteft and difunion. The officers univerfally 
approved the propofition, and defired Captain WILsoNn 
would the next morning make their: wifhes on this*mattér 
Known to all the fhip’s company; which was done very 
early, at the time the boat{wain called all hands to work. 
The Captain told them he had fomething to lay before 
them, in which their future welfare, nay perhaps their fu- 
ture prefervation, was’ moft materially involved; he then 
fubmitted to their judgment the meafure upon which he 
and his officers had deliberated the preceding evening ; 
urged the propriety of it to them in very forcible terms, as 
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a {tep that would beft authorize the hope of getting away 
from their prefent fituation, and feeing once more their 
own country, and thofe who were dear to them; and en- 
deavoured to.convince them, that however reluctantly they 


might yield to the propofition, yet he was fatisfied that 


the underftanding of every individual among. them mutts, 


on reflection, perceive it was a meafure abfolutely neceflary 
to be adopted. Upon which all the failors, with the utmoft 
unanimity, and with one voice, declared, that however they 
might fuffer from the deprivation of the accuftomed re- 
cruit of {trong liquor, yet, being fenfible that having ac- 
cefs to it, they might not at all times ufe it with difcretion, 
they, to their lafting honour as men, gave their full affent 
to the Captain’s propofal, and faid, they were ready to go 
immediately to the fhip, and ftave every veffel of liquor on 
board ; which, on this day, they confcientioufly performed ; 
every cafk was ftaved, and fo {crupuloufly did they execute 
their truft, that there was not a fingle man amongit them 
who would take, or tafte a farewell glafs of any liquor.— 
Circumftanced as thefe poor fellows were, nothing but a 
long and well-trained difcipline, and the real affection they 
bore their Commander, could have produced the fortitude 
and fteady firmnefs which they teftified on this occafion ; 
and certainly nothing could more exhilarate the {pirits of their 
officers, or more endear the men to them, than this conqueft 
they fhewed over themfelves—What indeed was there not 


to 






























1783. 
AUGUS#® 














40 


1783, 
AUGUST. 

















ACN’ AAIO’C OU Nar OF 


to be hoped from fuch a band of brave fellows, whom 
unanimity, affection, and mutual confidence, had united in 
ene unremitting plan of exertion, for the prefervation of 
the whole !—The intelligence of this bufinefs being fo faith- 
fully performed, was brought this evening by the officer 
who attended the men, and who came back with the pin- 
nace after dark, as before mentioned, and was confirmed 
by all the others who affifted; and if any thing could add 


to the fatisfactory manner in which it had been executed, 


it was to perceive, that, when they all fat down to fupper, 


the event did not produce a fingle difcontented counte- 


nance, - 
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Arra KookEr, the Kino’s Brother, returns from PELEW, 
and is foon after followed by Mr. MaTTHIas WILSON, 
who gives a very favourable Account of the Manner in 
which be had been received. — Regulations made by the 
Eneglith jor. efablifping a Nightly Guard.—The General and 
Arra Kooxer informed of it.—Tbhey approve the Scheme, 
which is immediately put in Execution.— Some Character of 


ARBRA KOOKER. 


|] pth next morning two canoes arrived with yams, ready 
boiled, and fome cocoa-nuts, which were prefented to 
Captain WiLson. In one of thefe veffels ARRA KOOKER, 
the King’s brother, returned back, who brought with him 
one of the King’s fons; Raa Koox went immediately to re- 
ceive his nephew, and much converfation feemed to pafs 
between them. ARRA KOOKER informed his brother, that 
three men had died of the things they had taken and drank 
out of the medicine-cheft; the General replied, that the 
Engl/b had told yim this might be the confequence, and he 
was glad they had fuffered for their bad conduct. The 
meflage which the King’s fon had brought from his father 
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was delivered to the General, and from him interpreted to 





our people, through the Ma/ay;—the purport of it was, to 
bid the Exgli/b welcome into his country, and to inform 
them that they had his full leave and permiffion to build a 
veffel on the ifland on which they then were, or that they 
might remove to, and build it on the ifland where he lived 
himfelf, and be under his own more immediate proted¢tion. 
This being communicated, he introduced the young Prince 
to all our people, and then walked about with him, and 
fhowed and explained to him every thing which he had 
made himfelf acquainted with relative to our manners. His 
nephew, who appeared to be about twenty-one, was as 
full of aftonifhment at what he faw, as the uncle him- 
felf had been before; and Raa Koox difcovered no {mall 
degree of pleafure in perceiving the eager delight with 
which his young relation noticed every thing which his at- 
tention was directed to. 

Whilft this engaged the General and the Prince, our 
people were queftioning ArRA KooxeEr, with anxious con- 
cern, about Mr. M. WILson, whom he had conveyed to 
PELEW, and whom they did not fee return with him ; 
Arra Kooxer aflured them they would fee him very foon; 
that he had only been detained by the wind, and was aétu- 
ally on his way. He then defcribed.by figns and geftures 
(for he had a very particular turn for mimickry and hu- 
mour) the apprehenfions Mr. M. WILson had been under, 


when 
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when he was at PELEw, which he endeavoured to convince 
them he had very unneceffarily entertained. It was not 
long before our people were made happy by his fafe return : 
who had, as he told them, undergone no fmall degree of 
alarm, though it turned out to be more founded in imagi- 
nary fear, than in any real danger. He made a very favour- 
able report of the people of PrLrw, that they feemed to be 
friendly in their difpofition, and had treated him with much 
civility and kindnefs :—The account of his expedition, as re- 
lated to me by himfelf, was as follows: 

«¢' When the canoe in which I went away came near the 
¢ ifland where the King lived, a vaft concourfe of the na- 
“¢ tives ran out of their houfes to fee me come on fhore; the 
«¢ King’s brother, who accompanied me, took me by the 
“ hand, and conduéted me from the landing-place up to the 
‘“¢ town, where there was a mat {pread upon a fquare pave- 
“¢ ment, on which he by figns directed me to fit down. I 
« obeyed, and in a little time the King appeared, which 
«¢ being notified to me by his brother, I arofe, and made my 
“ obeifance after the manner of eaftern nations, lifting up 
“¢ my hands to my head, and inclining my body forward ; to 
‘¢ which he did not feem to pay any attention. After this ce- 
* remony, I offered the King the prefents my brother had 
“<< fent by me, which he received in a very gracious manner. 
«¢_—His brother, ARRA KooKkER, now talked a good deal 


<¢ with him, which I conceived was to acquaint him with our 
G 2 “ difafter, 
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“ difafter, and our numbers; after which the King eat fome 


‘“‘of the fugar-candy, feemed to relifh it, and diftributed 


“a little of it to feveral of his Chiefs, and then directed all 


‘‘ the things to be taken away and carried to his own houfe; 


‘¢ which being done, he ordered refrefhments to be brought, 


“‘ which confifted of a cocoa-nut filled with warm water, 


<“‘and {weetened with moloffes; after tafting it, he com- 


an J 
<’ manded a little 


boy who was near him to climb a cocoa- 


‘So tiecieaiia eae frefh. nuts, he cleared one from the 


“ huiks, and tafting the milk thereof, bade the 


little boy 
‘“‘ prefent it to me, making figns to me to fend it back when 


€ 


a 


I had drank; he afterwards broke the nut in two, eat a 


“¢ little, and returned it to me to eat of it, 


») 


“‘T now found myfelf furrounded by a vait concourfe of 


(a 


¢ 


oN 


both fexes; much converfation took place between the 


& ae his brother, and the Chiefs who were with him. As 


their eyes were repeatedly directed to me, I concluded I was 


Stlac at of it. Taking off my hat by accident, all who 


‘were prefent feemed ftruck v ah aftonifhment, which I 


‘ perceiving, unbuttoned my waiftcoat, and took my fhoes 


“‘ from my feet, in order that they might fee they were no 


“‘ part of my body; being of opinion, that at firft fight of 


£6 me they 
2Alw tis 


, they entertained a notion that my clothes conftituted 
‘a part of mv perfon: for vhe leceived i his. ther 
a part Or my perion; for, when undeceived in this, they 
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earer to me, i 


cr 
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me, and put their hands into 


‘my bofom to feel my {kin. 
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«¢ It being now grown rather dark, the King, his brother, 
« feveral others, and myfelf, retired into a houfe, where 
“ there was a fupper brought in of yams boiled whole, on 
“‘ a {tand or {tool with a rim or edge round it of three or 
‘¢ four inches high: in adifh or wooden bowl was a kind 
“of pudding made alfo of yams boiled and beat together, 
“ juft as we mafh potatoes, of which they put three or four 
“in a bowl or difh. They had likewife fome fhell-fifh, but 
“ of what kind I could not make out: They conducted me 
“‘ after fupper to another houfe at fome diftance from the 
“¢ firft, where I found at leaft forty or fifty men and women ; 
“ ] was led thither by a female, who, when I had entered, 
“the houfe, made figns to me to fit, or-lie down on a mat 
“ that was {pread, as I underftood, on the floor for me to 
«‘fleep on. After the reft of the company had {atisfied 
«their curiofity by viéwing me very accurately, they all 
“‘ went to fleep, and I laid myfelf down on the mat, drawing 
“another mat over me, which I fuppofed was placed there 
“ for that purpofe, refting my head on a block of wood, 
‘¢ which ferves the people here as a pillow. Unable to flum- 
“¢ ber, I lay perfectly ftill ; and fome confiderable time after, 
‘when all feemed quiet, about eight men arofe, and began 
«to make two great fires at each end of the houfe (which 
«¢ was not divided by partitions, but formed one large habi- 


‘¢ tation). This operation of theirs, I confefs, alarmed me 


‘6 very much; indeed, I thought of nothing lefs than that the | 


6¢ natives 
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“‘ natives were going to roaft me, and that they had only 
*‘ Jaid themfelves down that I might alfo drop afleep, and 
“intended to feize me in that fituation.—However, being 
‘¢ furrounded by a danger, which there was no poffibility of 
«¢ efcaping, I collected all my fortitude, and, recommending 
‘‘ myfelf to the Supreme Difpofer of all events, I expected 
“every moment to meet my fate; when, to my great fur- 
“ prize, after fitting a little while and warming themfelves, 
‘<I perceived they all retired again to their mats, nor got up 
«¢ any more till day-break, when I arofe and walked about, 
* encircled by great numbers of men, women, and children. 
«¢ It was not long before the King’s brother joined me, and 
<¢ went with me to feveral houfes, where I was entertained 
“with yams, cocoa-nuts, and {weetmeats.—Being after this 
«¢ conducted to the King, I fignified to him by geftures that 
‘¢ J much wifhed to go back to my brother; he perfectly un- 
“‘ derftood me, and explained to me by figns that the canoes 
<< could not go out, there being too much wind and fea. To 
‘‘ defcribe the firft he pointed up to the trees, and blew 
“ftrongly with his mouth; and, to mark the too ereat 
«¢ force of the fea on the canoes, he joined his two hands to- 
“* gether with the palms upwards, then lifted them up, and 
“turned them the reverfe way, to exprefs to me that the 
“ canoes would overfet.—The remainder of the day I fpent 
“fin walking about the ifland and obferving its produce. I 
“‘ found it confifted chiefly of yams and cocoa-nuts; the for- 
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‘mer they cultivate with great care in large plantations, in 
“{wampy watery ground, like the rice in Inprta. The 
** cocoa-nut trees grow very near to their houfes, as does alfo 
“‘ the beetle-nut, which they chew as tobacco.” The favour- 
able account brought by Mr. M. WiLson, and the meffage 
which the King had fo gracioufly fent to Captain WiLson 
by his fon, could not fail of giving fpirits to all our people. 

Captain WILSON dreffed the King’s fon in a filk coat and 
a pair of blue trowfers; he was a young man extremely well 
made, but had loft his nofe. This might accidentally have 
been torn off by a {pear in battle, or it might have been the 
effect of a fcrophulous habit, which Mr. SHarp the furgeon 
found afterwards prevailed much amon g the natives. 

Before noon the two boats were fent off to the wreck, 
but the bad weather compelled Mr. BARKER to come back 
with the jolly-boat. The pinnace returned before evening, 
with fome iron, one bag of rice, and fundry other ftores ; 
our people brought intelligence that they found upwards of 
twenty canoes bufied about the veffel, and that fome of the 
natives had been very angry at having fome iron and acut- 


lafs, which they had got out of her, taken fromthem. Raa 
Kook immediately fent his brother and nephew off in a ca- 


noe, who returned at night with the information that they 


had been totally driven away; fo affured were our people 


now of Raa Koox’s friendfhip and protection, though but 


three days acquainted with him, that even when feparated 


from 
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and on the reef at the wreck, they ventured 


he natives, and obliged them to give up 


Finding the numbers of natives who vifited them at their 
ifland increafe, and having dried their powder and repaired 
their fire-arms, our people thought their fafety required that 
they fhould appoint a regular guard every night, to be re- 
lieved every two hours. The fhip’s company was divided into 
five guards, each guard having an officer to give the watch- 
word, which was called and anfwered from the different pofts 
every five minutes, there being nine men always upon 


vuard.—-This arrangement being to take place for the firft 


lates 


time on the evening of this day, Captain WILSON judged it 
advifable that his guefts fhould be apprized of his intention, 
left the turning out fuddenly with arms might awaken fe- 
rious apprehenfions in them. 

The hour of eight having been appointed for fetting 
the guard, the Captain previoufly communicated to them 
the refolution they had formed, explaining at the fame 
time that it wes cuftomary for the Ezg//) to have a night- 
watch whenever they were from home; and that here it 
might be particularly ufeful, as it would prevent the in- 
habitants of the other iflands from coming by. night to 
attack them. This being explained, Captain WILSON 
invited them, before fupper, to fee the guard turn out 
they feemed highly delighted to obferve our men’ go 


through 
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through their exercife before they parted for their refpec- 
tive polts, each man having a mufquet and cartouch-box, 
; and indeed all the men on board the ANTE LOPE, from 
the time that the veffel quitted ENGLAND, were fo con- 
{tantly kept in the exercife of fmall arms, that they were 
fufficiently expert to have made a refpeéctable appearance ; 
and on the people before whom they now fhewed them- 
felves, their fkill and readinefs muft have made a formi- 
dable impreflion. The novelty of the fight had forcibly 
worked on the imaginations of their new friends.—ArRRA 
Kooxer having lent a moft fteady attention to the explana- 
tion that had been given of the ufe of thefe military wea- 
pons (about which he had probably been talking with his 
brother the General) feemed as if fome fudden thought had 
at the moment ftarted in his mind, calling out eagerly to 
Raa Kook, in thefe words, Englees mora (or go) ARTIN- 
GALL, PEL’LE, LEW, pointing to the northward and fouth- 
ward; then cried Poo, imitating the found which our guns 
had been reprefented to him to make when fired. They re- 
turned to the tents where they were to fleep, and appeared 
to be quite at eafe and contented.— They kept conver- 
fing together a great part of the night; and the bufinefs of 
this evening proved a very favourable circumftance, as from 
that time they feemed to confider the Englifh as pofleffing 
fuch power and abilities as they could have no conception 
of before. 
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Sentiments nearly fimilar have impreffed the minds of 
all people who live fecluded from an- acquaintance with 
mankind, whenever accident or curiofity has carried the in- 
habitants of remote parts of the globe to vifit their unfre- 
quented regions. But the natives of PELEw, who, as far 
as one. is authorized to judge, not conceiving the globe 
as extending beyond the horizon that boynded them, had 
none but the ideas of nature to guide them; they had feen no 
other people to difturb their fimplicity, whatever they were 
fhewn they confidered and examined as ufeful; they looked 
up with admiration to the people who could with {fo little 
trouble produce eects, which they had never difcovered ; 
and to their admiration they added a reverential efteem, as 
poffeffing talents, they never could attain themfelves; of 
which we fhall, in the courfe of this narrative, give fome 
extraordinary proofs. 

ARRA Kooxker could by no means relifh the wearing 
of trowfers, but he had conceived a paffion to have a 
white fhirt, and one was immediately given hrm, which he 
had no fooner put on than he began to dance and jump 
about with fo much joy, that all were diverted by his ridi- 
eulous geftures, and the contraft which the linen formed 
with his ikin. This Prince appeared to .be verging towards 
forty; he was in ftature fhort, but fo plump and fat that he 
was almoft as broad as he was long; he poffeffed an abun- 
dant fhare of good-humour, and a wonderful turn for mi- 


mickry ; 
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mickry ; and had befides a countenance fo lively and {o ex- 1783, 
preflive, that though our people were f{trangers at this time 
to almoft all he faid, yet his face and geftures made them 
pretty accurately comprehend whatever he was defcribing. 
In order to amufe them, he would frequently try to take off 
every one of our people in any particularity he had noticed, 
and this with fuch great good-humour, that every one who 
faw him was pleafed with his pleafantry. Sometimes he 
would take up a hat, put it on his head, and imitate the man- 
ner of our people walking in their military exercife; would 
recollect every occurrence that happened, and nothing that 
he obferved done by the Eng/i/h efcaped him; in fhort, on 
every occafion his manner was lively and engaging to a 
degree. From the firft time of his having feen the great 
Newfoundland dog, as before mentioned, he felt delight in 
going to him frequently, and in carrying him victuals ; and 
by noticing him fo much, the dog naturally exprefled great 
joy whenever he went to him. When he was brought on 
board the ANTELOPE, in Exzland, the dog was named Sailor, 
and now, familiarized to ARRA KOOKER, would, whenever 
he appeared, bark, jump, leap, and play his tricks; and his 
new acquaintance, when he wifhed to be amufing, would 
imitate wonderfully well the barking, howling, jumping, and 
all the various demonitrations of joy of this poor animal. 
The Englifh, as far as they collected from Mr. M. WIL- 
SON’s account, and from the urbanity and attention fhewn 
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them by the two dignified Chiefs, who had now been their 
guefts for fome days, would, in- happier moments, have en- 
joyed the fociety of their new friends; but the doubt of 
what they might further get from the fhip to aid the build- 
ing of another, and the uncertainty whether they might 
ever fee again their country and families, conftantly preffed 
on their minds fuch a weight of anxiety, that the reflections 
of fenfibility were often wringing their hearts, when the 
fortitude their prudence affumed, and the attention due to 
their hofpitable protectors, compelled them to fubdue their 


natural feelings, and mafk their countenances with acquief- 
cent {miles. 
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The King of PELEW pays bis fxft Vifit to the Englifh.—His 
Arrival defcribed, and the Ceremony with which be is re- 
ceived; afier which be is conducted by his two Brothers and 
Captain WILSON round the Spot whereon they had erected 
their temporary Habitation, and fhewn whatever might en- 


gage his Curiofity.—After feveral Hours Stay be departs, 


pleafed with bis Reception, and takes bis Retinue with hinz 


to. the back Part of the Ifand. 


_ T day-break the King’s fon, accompanied by one of Friday 


his uncles, launched their canoe and went off to the 
fhip; Mr. Barker alfo got off with the jolly-boat ;. the pin- 
nace wanting fome little repairs, could not be fent till about 
an hour after; they both returned about noon, bringing 
to 
make a fecond-trip, but put back on {eeing a number of 


with them. fome rice and other {tores,. and. were going 
c 


canoes “approaching the harbour, and our people were in- 
formed that the King was coming.—Soon after feveral. ca- 
noes appeared round the point at the entrance of the har- 
bour,- and then lay to; the King’s canoe having ftopped 
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whilft he was giving orders to another fquadron of canaec 
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(that were armed, and formed his rear) to detach themfelves 
to the back of the ifland.—The King’s canoe then came for- 
ward between four others, two on each fide of it, the rowers 
of which fplafhed the water about with their paddles, and 
flourifhed them over their heads in a very dexterous man- 
ner; andasthe King paffed, the firft canoes that had lain to, 
clofed his train, and followed him into the cove, founding 
their conch fhells. When they had come in as far as the tide 
would permit, it was fignified to Captain WILSON that he 
fhould go out and meet the King; on which two of his own 
men took him up in their arms and carried him through the 
fhallow water to the canoe, where the King was fitting on a 
{tage built in the middle of it. He defired Captain WILSON 
to come into the canoe, which he did, and embraced him, 
informing him, through the interpreters, that he and his 
friends were Engli/fomen, who had unfortunately loft their 
fhip, but having faved their lives by landing on his territory, 
fupplicated his permiffion to build a veffel to convey them- 
{elves back to their own country. 

After a little paufe, and {peaking with a Chief in a canoe 
next to him (who they after learnt was the CHIEF Miniffer ) 
the King replied, in the moft courteous manner, that he was 
welcome to build, either at the place where he then was, or at 
his own ifland; told Captain WiLson, that the ifland he was 
then on was thought to be unhealthy; that he feared his peo- 
pie might be fickly if they ftayed on it before another wind fet 
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in, Which he faid would be in two moons; and that he might 
poflibly be molefted by the inhabitants of fome of the 
neighbouring iflands, who were at that time at war with 
him. 

Captain WILSON expreffed his acknowledgments for the 
condefcenfion, the care, and goodnefs which the King had 
teftified toward him and his people; informing him at the 
fame time, that as the ifland he was then on was far nearer 
to the wreck, from whence he had already got fome ftores 
on fhore, and hoped {till to get more, it would be attended 
with much inconvenience fhould he remove farther; there- 
fore he would, with his permiffion, prefer remaining where 
he was, as his people could fear no enemies whilft they en- 
joyed his protection and friendfhip :—that he had a perfon 
with him very fkilful in curing ficknefs, which made him 
very eafy on that account; but in cafe any of his people, dur- 
ing their ftay there, fhould happen to fall ill, he would then 
avail himfelf of his goodnefs, and convey them for recovery 
to the better air of his own ifland. With this anfwer the 
King feemed to be pleafed and fatisfied. Captain WILson 
then made him a prefent of a fcarlet coat; and, after fome 
difcourfe, he made figns to go on fhore; the men again took 
the Captain up, as before, whilit the King ftepped into the 
water, and waded to land. 

The King was perfectly naked, nor had he any:bone on 
his wrift, or any ornament’ of diftinétion. He bore a 
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ich was made of iron, 
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hatchet.on his fhoulder, the head o 
a circumftance which much furprized our ee as all the 


other .hatchets they had feen were of fhe the handle 


being formed in a {iharp angle, ftuck clofe to ey fhoulder, 


re 
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lying before and behind, and wanted no tying to keep it 
fteady in walking. The King, on landing, looked about with 
the fame kind of caution as his brothers, and thofe who 


1 


came with them, had before done, on their firft vifit. Raa 
Koox met him on the fhore, and, as he declined going into 
the tents, the Ezg/i/p {pread a fail for him to fit on, which 
he did, and clearly took and underftood it as a mark of re- 
{fpect; the Cuier Miner placing himfelf oppofite to him, 


tg 


at the extremity of the canvafs, whilft his two brothers, 
Raa Kook and Arra KooxeEr, fat on each fide, at the ex- 
tent alfo of the fail, forming, when thus arranged, a fquare. 
The principal Chiefs and officers of {tate who accompanied 
him, feated themfelves near; and behind thefe Chiefs the 
large retinue of his own people, which filled his train, being 
about three hundred, formed acircle, not ftanding but fquat- 
ting, in a pofition ready to rife up in an initant.—Some tea 
was made, and offered him; he drank one cup, but did not 
feem to relifhit. After fitting a little while, he was prefented 
with a remnant of fcarlet cloth, and half a piece of long- 
cloth; and alfo had fome ribbands of different colours given 
to him, to diftribute among his attendants; which he 
did immediately, and they, on receiving them, rolled them 


up 
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up very handily, for they had all been unrolled before to 


dry. During the time that they were rolling up the rib- 
bands, our people obferved, by the geftures and looks of 
the natives, that each Chief fixed his attention upon fome 


Be 
B's 


particular perfon; this at the time alarmed them, appre- 
hending that the individual each Chief had particularly 
noticed, was fingled out as his devoted prifoner; but they 
foon afterwards found the meaning to be quite contrary, 
and that the individual fo feleted was to be that Chief's 
particular friend or gueft.—Captain Wutson then intro- 
duced his Chief Mate to the King, as the firft officer under 
him, whom ABBA THULLE {tiled the * Kickaray RUPACK, 
conceiving at that time that Captain WiLson was him- 
felf a prince of fome country; but being afterwards 
informed by the Malay, that he ferved under a far 
greater power at home, and was no fovereign, but a Cap- 
tain, he feized the diftinétion inftantly, and ever after ad- 
dreffed him by the appellation of Captain, and his Chief 
Mate, by that of Kickaray Captain, as fecond in command. 
The reft of the officers were next introduced, and Mr. 
SHARP, the furgeon, was pointed out as the gentleman 
of whom he had fpoken when in the King’s canoe, who 
cured the difeafes which any of his people were afflicted 
with, at which the King feemed wonderfully furprized, 
and kept his eyes fixed on him. Latftly, all the private 
* Kickaray means Jittle.—See the annexed Vocabulary, | 
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men were introduced in their turns, alfo. After prefent- 
ing the officers, &c. the King enquired for the mark of 
Captain WiLson’s rank or dignity as Chief, who was at a 
lofs how to anfwer; but recollecting that a ring was an or- 
namental mark of diftin&tion, told him fo, and Mr. BENGER, 
the Firft Mate, having faved his, gave it to Captain WILSON, 
who put it on; they appeared pleafed with the idea that it 
was a kind of ornament which had a fimilarity of meaning 
to their own. 

During the time that this bufinefs was tranfacting, RAA 
Kook was converfing with the King upon every thing he 
had feen and obferved during his {tay with our people; 
this his countenance and geftures fully demonftrated, and 
they plainly noticed his defcription of their fire-arms, and 
exercife, which the King feemed eagerly to attend to, and 
then expreffed a with to fee them himfelf; which Captain 
WILSON faid fhould be done immediately. 

He ordered every man to be under arms, and drawn up 
on the beach (the tide then being low) before the King, who 
was placed with all his retinue juft above the flow of the 
water, and that they fhould be exercifed by the Chief 
Mate, that he might not abfent himfelf from the King; 
they, without lofs of time, prepared themfelves, marched 


on the fhore in the King’s prefence, and fired three vollies 
in different pofitions.—The) furprize of the natives, their 


hooting, hallooing, jumping, and chattering, produced a 
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noife almoft equal to the report of the mufquets. Though 
this exhibition was made at fome expence of their pow- 
der, yet our people having fortunately faved all they 
had on board, it was judged prudent on this occafion 
to let the natives witnefs fome difplay of the effe& of 
their arms, that they might be impreffed at the firft 
fight of them with an enlarged idea of the power and 
ftrength of the Engi/b; and the more fo as they had per- 
ceived, the preceding night, how much higher they had 
rifen in the eftimation of the King’s brothers, by the mere 
exhibition of their mufquetry, and giving an explanation 
of their ufe. 

After this, one: of the fowls that had been faved among 
the little live ftock from the ANTELOPE, was purpofely 
driven acrofs the cove, where Mr. BENGER was prepared 
with a fowling-piece, loaded with fhot, which he fired at 
the bird, to let the King fee the effect of their mufquets; 
the bird inftantly dropped, having its wing and leg broken ; 
fome of the natives ran to it, took it up, and carried it to 
the King, who examined it with great attention, unable to 
comprehend how it could be wounded, not having feen any 
thing pafs out of the gun. This created a vaft murmur 
and furprize amongft them. 

Raa Koox expreffed much impatience to fhew the 


King whatever had impreffed his own mind, and _ takin 
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was placed behind one of the tents, and fixed on a block. 
He put it in motion, which (having been fhewn the 
method), he had frequently done before; the King re- 
mained fixed in aftonifhment at the rapidity of its motion, 
and at the explanation of the General, that it would imme- 
diately fharpen and polifh iron. Captain WrLson ordered 
a hatchet to be brought, and ground, that they might more 
readily perceive its operation. Raa Koox eagerly laid hold 
of the handle of the ftone, and began turning it, appearing 
highly delighted himfelf to let his brother fee how well 
he underftood it; he having the preceding day amufed 
himfelf for fome hours with this novelty, and had fharp- 
ened feveral pieces ot iron, which he had picked up about 
the tents. ‘Phe circumftances which moft in this fight be- 
vildered all their ideas, were, how the fparks of fire could 
come, and how a ftone, fo well wetted, became fo foon 
dry. 

The King then vifited the different tents, and en- 
quired about every thing he faw; all was novelty, and 
of courfe intereted his attention. When he got to the 
tent where the Chize/e men were, RAA Kook, whofe 
retentive mind never loft a fingle trace of any thing he 
had been informed of during his ftay among them, ac- 
quainted-the King, that thefe were a people quite differ- 
ent from the Ezg/i/fp, and that they were China-men, a 
word he had readily caught—He begged one of them 


would 
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would allow the King to examine his head, noticing the 
long fingle-braided lock of hair hanging almoft down to the 
calves of their legs. 

The King gave great attention to all that the General faid, 
and feemed to be making many enquiries of him; by Raa 
Koox’s geftures it was evident that he was conveying to his 
brother an idea that there were many different nations in 
different parts of the world, fome of which’ were called 
French, with whom the Eneli/b themfelves were then at war 
(this our people, in their many hours of converfation, had 
told the General of.) He alfo informed him that the Coina- 
men were a different kind of men to the Exg/iZ, an idea 
which he had himfelf conceived, from obfervine that the 
night before, when the Exg//b turned out their night-watch 
for the firft time, the Chinefe had no mufquets, but only 
boarding-pikes, and having enquired the caufe, was told 
that they were not ufed to fight with guns as the Englih 
were, which induced him to hold them cheap. 

When the King heard his brother difcourfing about a 
variety of nations difperfed through the world, who all fpoke 
difrerently, and had before him an example in the Chine/e, 
who did not {peak in the fame tongue as the Engh, 
he appeared inftantly thoughtful and ferious, as if ftruck 
with conceptions that had never croffed his mind before. 
He remained awhile penfive and bewildered; and this 


circumiftance 


1783. 
AUGUST, 





62 


——EEe 


3 Q5 
1783. 
AUGUST. 


— 

























AN sAIGC OFF N Ty OF 


circumftance impreffed on every one, at the time, an idea, 
which will poffibly now as forcibly impref{s the reader, 
that there was every caufe to fuppofe there had never 
been a communication between thefe people and any other 
nation; that they and their anceftry, through a line of 
ages too remote for human conjecture to fix a date, might 
have lived as fovereigns of the world, unconfcious that 
it extended beyond the horizon that bounded them; un- 
confcious alfo that there were any more inhabitants in it 
than themfelves; and in this cafe, what might not be the 
fentiments that burft on a mind thus fuddenly awakened 
to a new and more enlarged notion of nature and man- 
kind! * 

As the King was going toward our tents, of which there 
were three, with a centry ftationed at each, the day being 
fine, and the fun in full power, he noticed the bright glitter 
of the bayonet; it of courfe aftonifhed him, who had never 
feen any polifhed body, or the action of ‘light on it. He 
{tepped haftily to the centinel and withed to feel it, offering 
to take it out of the man’s hand, who thereupon drew back; 


Captain WILSON then explained to him, that no Englifp cen= 


* It is not improbable but that, from feeing the AZalay, fome notion of this kind 
might have been awakened before ; but now, having before him a people of a different 


; ; ; é : 
sofour, and hearing of a variety of nations who were of the /ame complexion, the im- 


preffion would naturally operate on his mind with redoubled ftrength. 
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tinel would, or dared fuffer any one to touch his arms.— 
Upon this the King feemed {fatisfied, and went on to view 
other things in and about the cove. Raa Koox would now 
fhow his brother the kitchen, which was ia the hollow of a 
rock, a little above the cove. It was the time when the cook 
was preparing dinner; the implements which furnithed the 
kitchen were f{canty indeed, and could in no other place but 
this have attracted any one’s attention; but here an iron pot, 
a tea-kettle, a tin faucepan, with a poker, a pair of tongs, 
and frying-pan, became, from their peculiar fituation, of 
fufficient confequence to excite admiration; nor were the 

bellows now forgotten by the General (of which fome men- 

tion has before been made) who taking them up, as he ex- 

plained their ufe to the King, feemed ambitious to let his 

brother fee what an adept he was, and began to blow the 

fire. The bald cook, who was always clofe fhaved, and never 

wore any thing on his head, and was befide a little meagre 

fellow, was alfo pointed out by him for the King’s notice ; 

for the General’s vein of humour, as well as his with of in- 

formation, made him attentive even to the moft trivial cir- 

cumftances. 

He was alfo taken to fee the two dogs, which he was 
ftruck and delighted with in full as great a degree as his 
brother ARRA KoOoKER had been before. But thefe ani- 
mals, whofe novelty equally impreffed all the natives, ex- 
cited 
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that our people were after fome time compelled to confine 


them out of fight. 
Near to the kitchen was another hollow rock, where 


were fufpended the hams which had been faved from the 


{hip, under which fires had been made, in order to {moke- 


dry them for future fea-ftore. Raa Koox was now fo fa- 


miliarized to our people’s me thods, that he informed the 
King this was fome of their provifion ; he wifhed that 


of them fhould be offered his brother, whicl 


OnE 


1 Was immedi- 
ately prefented, and accepted, as was alfoa live goofe; four 


or five (the remains of the live ftock) juft at that Moment 


The King being now returned to his former feat, in- 


formed Captain WILSON that he intended to go and {leep 


at the back of the ifland; and prefently’ a loud fhriek 
was given by one of the King’s officers, w 


narrow bone on his wrift, which w 


ho wore a thin 
as afterwards known to 
be an Order much inferior to what we have {poken of be- 
fore. This, at the moment it was heard, threw 


our people 
into fome alarm, but the caufe of it w 


as 1m mediately eVi- 


dent, for all the King’s attendants, whom it was conceived 


though all differ 
y difperfed, and engaged in looking about at every 


y 
the 


amounted at leait to three hundred, 
ent] 


thing that attraéted them, as if inftantaneoufly moved b 
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the fhriek, might be faid to have rather darted than to have 
ran to their canoes. It was a fignal obeyed more fuddenly 
than could have been conceived, and no word of command 
was ever executed with greater promptitude. ‘The King 
departed, in appearance well pleafed with his vifit, and fatif- 
fied with what he had feen. 

It hath been faid, in the beginning of this chapter, that 
the canoes which preceded the King, were {topped a little be- 
fore entering the cove, by his giving orders to the {quadron 
of thofe which were armed to detach them elves, and go to 
the back of the ifland; part of this manceuvre was vifible 
from the fhore, and the reft was obtained by intelligence 
from fome of our people who had been fent over land to 
the watering-place, which lay at the back of the ifland, and 
who happened to be on the fpot when the armed canoes 
arrived, which fo alarmed them, that they came with all 
poffible {peed to give information of it. But the Kin g being 
then with the Engli/h, they were perfectly eafy, knowing 
that thefe canoes muft be part of his retinue. The King 
being then at war, did not choofe, in vifiting our people, to 
expofe himfelf to any infult from his enemies, the paffage 
from PELEw to this ifland being about feven leagues ; and 
coming with all the fentiments of friendthip, he judged it 
indelicate to alarm thofe who had fought his protection, by 
the formidable appearance of fuch numbers as accom panied 


him. 
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The King’s fon and Raa Kook ftayed with the Exglj, 
having five canoes and about twenty people remaining with 
them; they flept in two tents by themfelves, our people 
lying in the tent where their arms and ftores were, two tents 
having been ere¢ted, for the accommodation of the King 
and his retinue. One was prepared for the King before he 
came, and the other raifed clofe to it, for his attendants, 
after his arrival, when they fawthe number of them. In 
the tent intended for the King, was Raa Kook, the King’s 
fon, and feveral Chiefs; Captain WILSON remained with 
them after the guard was fet, and centinels placed, to fhew 
them refpect, as well as to teftify the confidence he placed 
in them. Soon after which the following circumftance hap- 
pened, which occafioned much alarm. 

After the guard was fet, and the centinels placed, our 
people were going to reft, when, on a fudden, the na- 
tives began a fong, the fhrillnefs and manner of which 
made them think it was their war-hoop, or the fignal for 
the King and his party from the back of the ifland to 
come upon them; the Ezgli/p inftantly took to their arms, 
and Mefirs. BARKER and SHARP ran to the tent where 
Captain WILSON was, to fee if he was {afe ; judging, that 
if any harm was intended, the natives would fecure him, 
who was alone with them.—Seeing him fafe and quiet, they 
informed him of the apprehenfions of our people, who 
were all under arms; he requefted Mr. BARKER to return 
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immediately to them, and defire them to make no fhew 


of being alarmed, but to keep upon their guard until they 
fhould find what the meaning of this might be, adding, 
that he would come to them as foon as he could do it 
without being noticed; he requefted Mr. SHarpP to fit down 
by the King’s fon, and enter into fome converfation with 
him, by figns, whilft he went himfelf to their tent, where 
he found the people under arms; after a little delibera- 
tion on what this noife might mean, it was thought beft 
tg difcover no appearance of uneafinefs, but to remain 
quiet in the tent, with arms ready by them, and that he 
would return to the natives, and wait the event. He was 
foon relieved from every anxiety, by finding that they were 
only tuning their voices, in order to begin a fong; which 
as foon as they had in their manner properly pitched, RAA 
Kook gave out a line, or ftave, which was taken up by 
another Rupack, feated at a little diftance, who fang a 
verfe, accompanied by the reft of the natives prefent, ex- 
cept himfelf and the Prince. The laft line they fung twice 
over, which was taken up by the natives in the next 
tent, in chorus; Raa Koox then gave out another line, 
which was fung inthe fame manner; and this continued 
for ten or twelve verfes. They talked at times between 
the verfes, as if fetting fome of the fingers right who had 
not been properly in tune. Their fong ended, they re- 


quetted to hear fome Exgli/h fongs, which was readily com- 
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people, with which they were exceedingly pleafed. This put 


an agreeable end to every apprehenfion, as the Evg/i/b were 





now convinced their fole intent was to amufe them. The 
natives, foon after this, went quietly to fleep, but there were 
few of the Engli/b able to do fo; the alarm had awakened 
too many fufpicious ideas, to allow their minds to be fpeedily 


compofed. 


* Our fongs were fea fongs, and of battles; and the King was fo pleafed at the 
account he afterwards heard of them, that whenever he met the young lad CopBie- 
DICK, who fang them, he would ftop him, and make him fing one or two fongs. 
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A Coolne/s arifes on the Part of the Natives, which much 
alarms the ENGLISH.—This cleared up, and Friend/bip re- 
frored.—The King requefis Five of Captain Witson’s Men 
to attend bim to a War be was going to make againf#t a 
neighbouring Ifand.—This is affented to, and he departs 
with the Men.—The Engltith plan their intended Veffel, form 
a Dock Yard, unanimoufly choofe Captain WiLson fo be 
their Commander, and each engages in the Department he 
1s nominated to, in order to affifi the Conftruction of their 
future Veffel.—The Firft Sunday after the Shipwreck duly 


commemorated. 


S all our countrymen’s future hopes depended on their 
being able to build a fhip with the few tools that had 
been faved from the ANTELOPE, fo, being in expectation of 
the King’s arrival, and well aware how much thefe imple- 
ments might be coveted by the natives, and the difficulties 
they might be reduced to, either by depriving themfelves of 


the ufeofthem,or rifking the difpleafure of their new friends, 


Fa) 


by refufing their folicitations, it was thought expedient to 
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Jecrete them from the public view; a convenient place was 


) BA 


found in a rock, and the tools concealed; and it was hap- 


a a O7AN PE i DORE cena Pay neem ten ht ee OMS AB ae 
puy elected beiore the King arrived, by which our people 

BA en neal ae IO Ta alesis ean mm fe te 
were relieved from thofe difficulties they would otherwife 
have been ‘under. 


The morning being fine and calm, our people launched 
heir boats, in order to go off to the fhip, but miffed the 
jolly-boat’s rudder, which had been ftolen for the fake of 
the iron. Thofe on fhore were employed in getting ready 


the blocks and ways, in order to lay down the intended 


They had already got a piece of wood for a ftem, 
and another for a ftern-poft. 
Minifler 


veffel. 
About ten o’clock the CHIEF 
came over land, from the back of the ifland, which 
did not exceed the diftance of half a mile from the COVE, 
and after looking for fome time at the operations then be- 
ginning, he took Captain WiLson by the hand, and led 
him to the tent where the arms were kept; after viewing 


wifhfully a cutlafs, he afked him for it. In the particular 


fituation in which our people ftood, Captain Wintson 
thought a refufal might be imprudent, particularly to a 
Chief of his rank, and therefore judged it wifer 
a virtue of neceffity. 


to make 
But, on coming out of the tent, 


Raa Kook {aw it in his hand, feemed difpleafed, and made 


him return it. 
The Ma/ay fome time after coming on fhore from a canoe, 


faid there was bad news: ; that he had heard “ that a cutlaf 


*¢ had 
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*‘ had been given to one who was almoft a ftranger, whilft 
‘the King’s brothers, who had been with the Engi all 
‘the time on the ifland, had never had any thing of fuch 
** confequence given them, and that they muft make them 
‘¢fome prefents.” On this hint Captain W1ILson offered 
each of the King’s brothers a remnant of cloth, which they 
both received very cooly; he prefented them afterwards 
with white long cloth and fome ribbands, but {till not a 
{mile appeared on their faces; by which the Captain per- 
ceived that this was not what they wanted.—The event 
diftrefled our people much; they had doubts whether this 
apparent coolnefs might arife from their having given the 
cutlafs to the Cu1Er Minifler, or whether they had been put 
out of humour at the indelicacy of this perfon, in having 
imprudently laid the Evg/i/h under the neceflity of gratify- 
ing him in a requeft, which, fituated as they were, they 
muit have been under difficulties to refufe. 

In the afternoon the Ma/ay informed Captain WILson, 
that the King was come round into the bay, being on his 
return to PELEw, and if he wanted to take leave of him he 
mutt go off to his canoe. he Captain accordingly went in 
the jolly-boat, having with him Tom Rosz his linguiit, and 
four other men. The meeting was, to his great f{urprize, 
very cook on the King’s part, of courfe referved on that of 
his own, far unlike, indeed, that undifguifed opennefs which 
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marked the interview of the preceding day.—And I doubt 
not but by this time the reader will have fhared a portion of 
that concern, for his unfortunate countrymen, which was 
awakened in their bofoms by this unexpected alteration in 
the behaviour of the natives. What will he think of the 
He will 


have already loaded them with reproach, and judged, too 





hearts of thefe yet unknown inhabitants of PELEW? 


hardly judged them to be an inconfiftent, faithlefs people, on 
whom no reliance could be placed, whom no profeffion could 
bind.—His imagination may have ftarted a multitude of con- 
jectures, yet at laft will probably fuppofe any thing fooner 
than the real caufe which fpread this vifible dejection over 
their true character.—Never perhaps was exhibited-a nobler 
ftruggle of native delicacy; their hearts burnt within them 
to afk a favour, which the generofity of their feelings would 
not allow them to mention.—The Evg/i/p had been and ftill 
were in their power; they had fought their protection as 
unfortunate ftrangers.—The natives had already fhewn them, 
and {till meant to fhew them, every mark of hofpitality which 
their naked, unproductive country could afford.—They con- 
ceived that what they wifhed to afk, as it might prove a 
temporary inconvenience, would look ungenerous; and that 
which moft checked their {peaking was, that, circumftanced 
as the Engl/b were with refpect to them, a requeft would 
have the appearance of a command; an idea this, which 


fhocked 
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fhocked their fenfibility—The matter they laboured with 
was, in their opinions, of the higheft imaginable confe- 
quence to them. The King had probably talked it over 
with his brothers the preceding day, had deliberated on it in 
the evening at the back of the ifland, and came to the cove 
this day determined to propofe it, but when there, wanted 
refolution to make it known; yet the object being fo im- 
portant, he felt unwilling to leave it in filence,, and. perhaps 
conceived that he could better difclofe it from his canoe, than 
when .furrounded. by fo many Exg/i/b.—After much appa- 
rent ftruggle in the King’s mind, the requeft with great dif- 
ficulty was at laft made, and proved to be this :—that the 
King being in a few days going to battle againft an ifland 
that had done him an injury, he wifhed Captain WILSoNn 
would. permit four or five of his men to. accompany him 
to. war with their mufquets. Captain. Witson inftantly 


replied, that the Enxgli/b were as his own people, and that 


the enemies-of the King were their enemies.—The inter- 


preter certainly very well tranflated this declaration, for in an 
inftant every. countenance, which was before overfhadowed, 
became brightened and gay. .The King faid he fhould want 
the men.in five days, by which time his own people would 
be-_prepared. for battle, and that he would take them down 
to PELEW with him the next day.—Thus was harmony re- 
{tored between our people and the natives; interrupted only 
for a few hours, from no other caufe than that extreme de- 
licacy of fentiment which no one would have expected to 
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have found in regions fo disjoined from the reft of the 
world. 

The converfation being at an end, Captain WuILson 
taking leave returned to acquaint the officers and people 
on fhore with what had paffed at this conference, which 
he hoped would meet with their approbation. All united in 
faying that he had acted with great propriety, and feemed 
happy to find that they were again on the fame good foot- 
ing with the natives; therefore, that the King might fee 
they were ready, and wanted no preparation, the Captain 
went off once more to inform him, that the men would 
be at his orders whenever he pleafed. This promptitude 
pleafed him much, and he in a very diftinét pointed man- 
ner told Captain WILSON, that he was his brother Rupack, 
and that he fhould regard the Ee//p officers and people as 


his own people; and that the Captain muft fend his bro- 


. ther, Mr. M. WILSON, again to PELEW, to fee what things 


were there for the Eg//b to eat, that they might be fent 
them; adding, that he would order fome of his carpenters 
to come and affift them in building their veffel; but this 
offer the Captain declined: and having finifhed what he 
had to fay, he then departed with his attendants to the 
back of the ifland, notifying that he fhould return for the 
men the next morning. Captain WILSON, as before, in- 
formed his officers and men of all that had paffed with the 
King.—In the afternoon the ways were laid; the keel, ftem, 
and {tern-poft fquared, as alfo fome of the floor-timbers. 

The 
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The King came in the forenoon of the following day 
for the men he had been promifed; Captain WIiLson, 
on offering to make one of the number, was refufed by 
his own people, who declared that he muft not expofe 
himfelf, as all their fafeties depended on him. Every 
one of the Engli/b exprefled a readinefs to go, but the 
five following being young men, and requefting their 
comrades with particular earneftnefs to be the firft upen 
the lift, were thofe who were appointed, viz. Mr. Cum- 
MIN, the third mate, NicHoLas TYackE, JAMES BLU- 
ETT, MADAN BLANCHARD, and THomas DULTON; they 
alfo took with them Tom Rose as their interpreter; the 
King and the Chiefs taking each, one of them in their 
canoes; our men being dreffed in blue jackets, cocked 
hats, with light blue cockades, and properly prepared with 
arms and ammunition. The King made but a fhort ftay; he 
faid he fhould leave four of his own men with our people, 
that they were fuch as might be trufted, that the expedition 
would be over in four days, and that all imaginable care 
fhould be taken of the men who were to attend him. He 
went away in great friendfhip, fhaking all the Exelib by 
the hand. Our people accompanied their companions, when 
they departed, to the water edge, and as they moved from 
the fhore in the cove, gave them three cheers, the firft of 
which was only returned by the Enxg/i/b; but the linguift 
giving ABBA THULLE to underftand that this acclamation 
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was ufed by the Exgli/d as a farewel, and with of fuccefs, the 
Kine made all his men ftand up in their canoes and return 
the {econd and third. 


As foon as the natives were gone, the boats were fent to 


the wreck, but our people did not think it fafe to go on 


board, as they perceived two canoes there of a larger con- 
{truCtion, and feveral fmaller ones in fight, which they fup- 
pofed to come from the ifland which was then at war with 
the King; our boats were therefore obliged, very reluc- 
tantly, to return empty. During this day our people felled 
feveral trees for a ftem, the one they before had proving 
rotten in the middle; and their prefent leifure, added to the 
little profpect of being interrupted by the natives for fome 
lays, induced them to. embrace this opportunity to form 
the plan of their intended veffel. Mr. Barxker, the fe- 
cond officer, who had, in the earlier part of life, been con- 
verfant in the bufinefs of a dock-yard, affifted Captain W1L- 
sON and the carpenters in defigning the veffel, which was 
now determined fhould be a Schooner, as eafier worked. 
The plan was fhewn to every body, and approved by all. 
The petty officers and common men confidering, that to 
purfue this interefting bufinefs, every individual muft do 
his part, and all concur in becoming obedient to the com- 
mand of one /uperior, who fhould conduct and regulate the 
whole operation, the affection each had born to their Cap- 
tain, and {till bore him, though misfortune had fevered the 


tie 
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tie between them, made them unanimoufly requeft Captain 
WILSON to be that ome /uperior, and that he would take 
the command upon him, faithfully promifing that they 
would, in all things, implicitly obey his orders, equally as 
when the ANTELOPE was on float*; that fhe now being 
a wreck, they would form themfelves as a people of a dock- 
yard, and would confider Captain WILSON (whofe former 
conduct they faid they fhould ever remember with the 


warmeft affection) as the mafter, or manager of th 
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places of that kind. Nothing could more affect the fenfibi- 
lity of fuch a character as Captain WILsoNn’s, than to fee all 
thofe who had ferved under him voluntarily again feek him 
as their Commander, to fhare ftill far feverer toils. With 
a degree of joy, only exceeded by his gratitude, he accepted 


the flattering diftinction their generofity offered him, ex- 


preffing at the fame time an earneft wifh, that in cafe any 
cenfure or punifhment fhould hereafter be found neceffary 
to be paffed on any individual, that this unpleafant office 
might not reft with him, but be decided by the majority 
of. voices. This alfo was affented to; and all joined in ac- 
knowledgments to Mr. BARKER, whofe affiftance had been 


fo effential in forming the plan of the veffel, which their 


* As every reader may not be acquainted with maritime proceedings, to fuch it will 
not be improper to remark, that when a merchant-fhip is wrecked, all authority im- 
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mediately ceafes, and every individual is at full liberty to fhift for himfelf, 
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own carpenters, however affiduous and ready, would not 
have been equal to. The circumftance of the ANTELOPE 
being fixed, and ftuck to the coral reef, by the rock having 
pierced through her bottom, gave all our people the moft 
flattering hope, that many ufeful and valuable materials for 
the purpofe of the new veflel might yet be faved from her, 

efore any returning hard gales fhould drive her to pieces. 
‘The {pirits of all our people were renovated, nothing pre- 
fented itfelf to them but the future veflel which was to 
convey them home; defpondency was chafed from every 
mind, and each of the Ezg4/ being appointed to his diftin 
{tation by their new mafter, having dug up the tools which 
had been buried previoufly to the King’s vifit, as before 
mentioned, they all went to work with the utmoft alacrity 3 
each determined (unfkilled however he might be) to exert 
his abilities and perfonal ftrength to promote and aid the 
general plan.—Thofe who were appointed of the carpenter’s 
crew were defired by Captain WILSON to regard Mr. BARKER 
as their director, and to receive from him fuch appoint- 
ments and directions in that department, as he fhould judge 
mof{t convenient, after he had experienced their feparate 
abilities. Mr. SHarp, the furgeon, and Mr. M. WILSON, 
were appointed to faw down trees, in which employment 
the Captain often worked himfelf. The boat{wain, who 
had formerly ferved part of an apprenticefhip to a black- 


{mith, now refumed his old avocation, affifted by a mate. 


The 
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The gunner was to fee all the arms kept in good order, and 
occafionally to affift the carpenter’s crew. The Chinefe were 
employed as labourers, to bring the trees, when felled, out 
of the wood; to provide water for prefent ufe, and fea ftore; 
and two of them appointed to wafh the linen, which thou gh 
only rinfed in falt water, was a great refrefhment to our 
people at the clofe of a fultry day, and after fuch feve- 
rity of bodily toil as few of them before had ever expe- 
rienced. 

Notwithftanding the above diftribution, they occafionally 
changed their employments as circumftances arofe. The 
getting things out of the fhip at the time fhe ftruck, as well 
as the inattention every one had to himfelf in that calamij- 
tous moment, as alfo the frequent vifiting and getting ma- 
terials from her after, had expofed many of our people to 
great bruifes and wounds, on which account Mr. SHarp was 
occafionally taken off from his new employment of fawing 
trees, to his more natural one of adminiftering relief to thofe 
who ftood in need of it. 

All arrangements being now fettled, each went to his 
new department, and worked till dark, at which time all 
were fummoned to the great tent, where Captain WILson 
read prayers; it being the requeft of every one to join in 
paying unitedly their thankfgivings to that Supreme Being 
who had not only fo providentially preferved them, but 
whofe goodnefs now relieved their drooping fpirits, by 
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1783. {preading before them a hope of their being once more re- 
ftored to their country and families. . Each bringing with 


him a mind impreffed with thefe reflections, never were 








prayers more devoutly or ardently offered up. And after 
they were over, it was ordered, that public prayers fhould. 


on no Sunday evening be omitted. 
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Our People continue almoft every Day to fend to the Wreck, 
and recover a great Vartety of Stores.— They form a Barri- 
cade round the Tents,—complete it, — and continue their 
Work with the utmoft Affiduity in the Dock Yard, and in aa- 
vancing the Veffel. 


aoa inten to the regulations made the preceding 

day, the boat{wain called all hands to their feparate 
labours, except fuch as were employed in the boats.—It was 
judged expedient now to form_a barricade in front of the 
tents towards the fea; this was done by driving'a double 
row of {trong pofts, interlaced with branches of trees, to 
form a thick fence, the {pace between the two rows of ftakes 
being filled with logs of wood, ftones, and fand, to render it 
as folid as poffible. On the infide was raifed a foot-bank, 
on which they could ftand and fire, in cafe of being attacked, 
with an opening left for one of the fix-pounders, which it 
was intended fhould be got.from the fhip the firft opportu- 
nity, and placed there. They alfo mounted their two fwivels 
{which were large ones) oa the ftumps of two trees that had 
been fawed down, in fuch a manner that they might be 
pointed in every neceffary direction. 
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83. The boats again vifited the wreck very early, and return- 
een ed at three o’clock in the afternoon, bringing two hawfers 
and fome boards. Some of our people were employed in 
procuring water, which was found to be rather a fcarce ar- 
ticle.——The barricade was alfo continued.—There was this 
day little any the weather being overcaft, with fome loud 
claps of thunder.—One of the natives having ftolen a fmall 
ratchet, that was carried in the boat to the wreck, was get- 
ting off with it in his canoe; but a mufquet being fired, 
charged only with powder, in order to frighten him, one of 
the people, whom the King left, went in the jolly-boat, and 
made him reftore it.. 
Wednefday Though the morning was fhowery, the boats returned: 
ay again ‘to the wreck. Thofe on land employed themfelves in 
carrying on the barricade on the fide of the land, where 
they were ftill affailable. The carpenters fitted the {carfe 
of the ftem and ftern-poft. About one o’clock the jolly- 
boat returned with the lower fhroud hawfer, fome plank, 
copper, and other ftores.. By her our people were informed; 
hat the King’s fon had been on board.the wreck, and had 
fixed a green branch at each maft-head. The Engl/b were 
impatient for the return of the pinnace, and about three 
o'clock it arrived. Our people in the jolly-boat had con- 
ceived, by the fignals put on the maft-heads, that the King’s 
expedition mea his enemies was over; but thofe in the 
pinnace rather fuppofed them to be placed there either to 
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deter any of the canoes of the neighbouring iflands from 
coming aboard, or probably as a fignal which might be 
underftood by the canoes, that ought to have attended the 
King to battle, that he was departed, and that they fhould 
follow him (and this was afterwards found to be the cafe); 
but their interpreter being at that time gone with the expe- 
dition, they had nothing but their own conjectures to truft 
to. ‘The afternoon was employed in laying the blocks for 
the keel; having fixed upon the ground where the veftel 
fhould be built, which was juft without the barricade, in 
front of the cove. They had much rain and thunder this 
evening. 

The boats made one trip this day, and brought a good 
quantity of plank, and fome junk for Owkum. They alfo 
difcovered a cafk of ARRack belonging to Mr. BARKER, it 
was half a Leaguer, and having been covered by the ftores, 
had not been perceived when the reft of the liquors were 
itaved. This was brought on fhore, and given to Captain 
WILSON, to ufe at his difcretion; the people were appre- 
henfive it would be ordered to be ftaved, which the Captain 
perceiving by their whifpering amongft themfelves, pro- 
pofed that it fhould be kept, and each perfon have a pint of 
grog every evening after work was over, until it fhould be 
expended. This diftribution was approved by all, and the 
caik immediately fecured in the tent. 

All hands (the morning being fine) were hard at work. 
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in the dock-yard; and at ten o’clock they got the keel laid 
on the blocks, and the ftem and {tern-poft bolted. In the 
afternoon the boats, which had departed early, returned from 
the wreck, bringing with them a good deal more plank, two 
full cafks of beef, and more than that quantity that had got 
loofe, befides fome empty water-cafks, which our people 
were obliged to be attentive to, in order, to fecure enough 
for their future voyage, the natives having deftroyed fe- 
veral of them for the fake of the iron hoops.—Some little 
murmuring having arofe among thofe who were ftationed 
to the carpenter’s work, the heat of the weather and their 
new employment having terribly bliftered their hands, and 
their bodily fatigue added to this, had given birth to] the 
difcontent ; in the evening, after fupper, Captain WILSON 
took occafion to notice the uneafinefs he had difcovered, 
and how blamable it was in thofe, who were beft able to 
labour, to exprefs fuch diffatisfaction, when even the weak- 
eft partook of their fhare in the general toil: and thus, by 
a proper and well-timed reafoning, every difquiet was fub- 
dued, and perfeét harmony and good-humour reftored.—It 
was propofed, that all fhould drink to the fuccefs of the 
RELIEF, which was the name intended to be given the vefiel 
now begun; andon this pleafant occafion the Captain al- 
lotted every man a double allowance of grog, 

Squally weather; yet the boats brought one of the fix- 
pounders on fhore. Our people were bufied all day about 
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the veffel. By fome canoes feen to-day, it was underftood, 
that the King was returned to PELEw from the expe- 
dition. 

Our boats, in their feveral trips, having got as much 
plank and ftores as was judged to be fufficient for their pre- 
fent wants, all hands were employed about the veffel, and in 
felling timber. The gunner, with other affiftants, got the 
fix-pounder mounted on a carriage, and {punged and {caled, 
fit for fervice, which was then fixed in the opening of the 
barricade prepared for it, fo as to command the entrance of 
the cove. This day a fmall fpring of water was difcovered 


in the harbour. 
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The Five Men, with the Interpreter, who went with the King 
on bis Expedition, return fafe, accompanied by Raa Kook. 
—Tbe Account of the Succefs of that Expedition.—Raa 
Kook, i” the King’s Name, gives the Ifand of OROOLONG 
to the Englifh.—Captain WILSON invited by the King to 
PELEW ;—excu/es bimfelf for the prefent, but fends Mr. 
BENGER, and Mr. M. WILSON, bis Brother, with the Lin- 
guifi, to compliment ABBA THULLE on bis late Victory.— 
Captain WILSON goes in bis Boat round the Ifand.—The 
Veffel continues to get advanced.—Mefis. BENGER and 


WILSON return from PELEW. 


| ‘HE whole attention of our people was beftowed on 
the variety of bufinefs neceflary to the advancement 

of the veffel. As the boats were going off this day to the 
fhip, they faw four canoes, full of men, coming towards the 
harbour from the fouthward; and as our people underftood 
thofe iflands were at variance with the King of PELEw, the 
boats returned, and foon after thefe canoes came afhore ; 
thofe who were in them landed, with great marks of timi- 


dity and caution; they feemed (as far as we could interpret 
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their figns) to intimate a defire to look round, the cove, and 
were probably induced to take a view of the new-arrived 
creatures, whom accident and misfortune had thrown upon 
this ifland. There was among them a Rupack, who was 
judged, by the kind of bone on his arm, to be of an in- 
ferior order; but the linguift being abfent, it was impoffible 
to difcover who they were. Captain WiLson conduéted 
them round the cove, and fhewed them the works which 
were begun. ‘They remained on fhore little more than an 
hour, and appeared greatly fatisfied; departing full of ac- 
knowledgments for the civilities which had been fhewn 
them, neither they or their attendants pilfering, or afking 
for any thing, 

Our people now opened a communication from one tent 
to the other, through which they might retreat, or join, in 
cafe of an attack; and they alfo fettled the plan of defence 
within the barricade, and each man had his poft affigned 
him. The reafon of making thefe preparations was,. the 
long ftay the people made who were gone with the King to 
battle ; they underftood that they would be back in four or 
five days, and this was the ninth morning they had been 
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abfent. In the afternoon four other canoe 
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making into the harbour; by the boatmen 

flourifhing. their paddles, our people conceived the King was 

on board one of them, but to their great fatisfaction they foon 
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faw they were their countrymen returned.—They were wel- 
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comed with every teftimony of joy ; and it was no fmall plea- 
fure to thofe left on the ifland, to fee them all come back 
in health and {pirits. They reported they had been very 
kindly treated ever fince their departure, the natives behav- 
ing to them in the moft friendly unreferved manner. The 
King’s brother, Raa Koox, came back with them. The ca- 
noes brought great quantities of yams and cocoa-nuts, and 
the King had given to each of the men who went on this 
expedition a bafket of {weetmeats, and alfo fent fome bafkets 
to the Captain; this {weetmeat they diftributed very libe- 
rally amongft their countrymen, but it was not much re- 
lifhed, being found dry and hard, infomuch that the failors 
gave it the name of Choak-Dog.—But of this I fhall have 
occafion to {peak again, when I come to defcribe the cuftoms 
and manners of the natives. | 

The following was the account our people gave of their 
expedition, which was confirmed by Mr. GuMMIN’Ss journal, 
who went with them. 

Hiaving departed the 17th, they went to one of the 
King’s iflands, about fix leagues to the eaftward of the cove, 
where they were received with great kindnefs, and treated 
with much hofpitality; after remaining there all night, 
they fet off the next morning for PELEw, the place of the 
King’s refidence, which was in an ifland about three or four 
miles diftant: here they remained till the arft, the King 


not being till then able to get together all his canoes; how- 
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ever, by day-light on the 21ft, they muftered before the 
King’s houfe with their arms, which confifted of bamboo 
darts from five to eight feet long, pointed with the wood of 
the beetle-nut tree and bearded; thefe they ufe for clofe 
quarters, but they have fhort ones for diftance, which they 
throw with a fhort ftick of about two feet long, having a 
notch cut in it to receive the point of the dart, and place 
their hand at the other extremity of the dart, which, being 
made of bamboo, is elaftic and compreffed into a curve, 
proportioned to the diftance they aim at, and being then 
fuffered to fpring, in general it comes down perpendicular 
on the object to which it is directed. 

The Engli/h embarked in five different canoes, and went 
away to the eaftward about ten or twelve leagues, calling as 
they went along at feveral of the King’s villages to refrefh 
and reinforce; at half an hour paft two in the afternoon, 
they got in fight of the enemy. The King had with him 
now a fleet of one hundred and fifty canoes, on board of 
which were confiderably above one thoufand men. Of the 
enemy’s force our people could form no certainty. Before 
the action, Raa Koox went in his canoe clofe to the town, 
and {poke to the enemy for fome time, having Tuomas 
DULTON in the boat with him, who had directions not 
to fire till fuch time as the fignal agreed on fhould be 
given him. What the General {aid, bein g received by the 
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enemy with great indifference, Raa Kook threw a fpear at 
them, which they almoft immediately returned: this being 
the fignal for firing, was inftantly obeyed ; aman was feen to 
fall dire€tly, and this threw the enemy into great confufion. 
Such as were on fhore ran away, and the greater part of 
thofe in the canoes jumped into the water and made for 
land; a few more mufquets were fired, which difperfed the 
enemy intirely: and our friends feemed perfectly fatistied 
with their putting them to flight, and in this mark of vic~- 
tory, but made no other ufe of it than to land, ftrip fome 
cocoa-nut trees of their fruit, and carry off fome yams and 
other provifion. After this fight, or more properly this at- 
tack, the fleet returned homeward, the King being highly 
pleafed with his triumph. They ftoppéed at feveral places 
in their way, where the women brought out {weet liquor for 
the people to drink; and it being too far to get home that 
night, the fleet difperfed up feveral {mall creeks, about eight 
o’clock in the evening, where they flept. The next morning 
feafts were prepared in all the neighbouring houfes, and at 
three in the afternoon the people re-embarked, and fet off 
for PELEwW, where they arrived fafe about feven the fame 
evening.—Here alfo they found the women ready to receive 
them, with cocoa-nut fhells filled with {weet liquor. On 
landing, the Exgli/b fired a volley, and gave three cheers, 
with which the King appeared greatly pleafed. Here our 
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people flept, and were told that they muft ftay and reft them- 
felves the next day, and fet off for their ifland the day fuc- 
ceeding. There was nothing but rejoicing and feftivity in 
the town the next mornurg, and the reft of the day was 
paffed with hilarity, and celebrated with fongs and dances 
made on the occafion. 

Before our people embarked, the King took them to 
his houfe, treated them with fome ftewed turtle, exprefi- 
ed great fatisfaction in their behaviour, and promifed to 
fend to their ifland fupplies of yams; afking them if they 
thought Captain WILsoNn would again {pare him ten men 
to go againft the fame people, intimating alfo a defign he 
had againft another ifland; Mr.Cummrn declined giving 
an anfwer to this queftion, faying he could undertake 
nothing without the Captain’s orders.—After breakfaft the 
King went down to the water-fide with the Exg/i/l, where 
he parted with them in avery kind manner, fending two 
large canoes laden with yams for the reft of their coun- 
trymen. ‘They then paffed over to the {mall ifland where 
they had firft landed, and walked acrofs it with the General, 
who accompanied them, and who ordered the canoes to go 
round to the other fide; they were now conduéted to their 
firft night’s habitation, where their old friends receiy- 
ed them (if poffible) more hofpitably than before; both 
fexes flocking about them, and making figns to exprefs 
their knowledge of the defeat of the King’s enemies. Here 
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they ftaid the night, and after a paflage this morning of five 
hours, rejoined their fhipmates, to the mutual fatisfa@ion 
of all. 

The ARR ACK having been found during the time our. coun- 
trymen had been abfent, at their return they were ferved the 
liquor due to them, in the proportion that it had been ufed 
at the tents in their abfence, which they invited their com- 
rades to partake of in the evening, and this, with the yams 
and cocoa-nuts they brought, made a feaft.—Thofe who had 
been abfent were exceedingly rejoiced to fee the harbour 
and tents put in a ftate of defence; but, above all, at the 
progrefs in the veffel, wherein all the future hopes of every 
individual were already in imagination embarked. 

At day-break the boatfwain, as ufual, piped all out to 
their feparate departments; and thofe who had been at the 
war, having depofited with the gunner their military wea- 
pons, moft willingly joined in the convention which had 
been made in their abfence, and entered on their different 
tafks. 

Raa Kook having informed Captain WiLson the prece- 
ding night, that his brother, ABBA THULLE, had given to 
him, for the Exg//2, the ifland he was then on, the name of 
which they had not heard before, but now learnt it was 
called OROOLONG 3. after break faft, Captain WILSON, in tef- 
timony of the King’s donation, hoifted the Britt/b. pendant, 
and fired three vollies of fmall arms, in token of their tak~ 
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ing pofleffion of it for the Exg/i/>.—Our people faying, as 
they returned in the canoes from PELEw, that the natives 
were conftantly pointing to the ifland, calling it Exg/i/d, and 
Engh/pman’s land, the King had fent his brother to make 
known to Captain WILSON this grant of the ifland, as alfo 
to give the Captain an invitation to PELEw: he excufed 
himfelf for the prefent, having fo much to attend to at 
OROOLONG; but fent Mr. BENGER, who had been Firft Mate 
of the ANTELOPE, and his brother, Mr.M. WILSON, with the 


linguift, Tom Rose, and one of the China-men, who were 


accompanied by the General, Raa Kook, to compliment the 


King upon his victory, and to prefent the refpects of him- 
felf and all his countrymen on the occafion. The reafon of 
Captain WILson’s fending one of the China-men was this, 
that he might notice more particularly the produce of the 
country, and examine if there might not. be vegetables good 
to eat which the natives overlooked, or did. not attend to; 
he alfo gave him in charge to be very accurate in obferving 
if they had not plants at PELEWw fimilar to thofe in his own 
country. The Cdime/fe are all tolerable Botani/fs, and live 
principally on vegetables, fo that turn a Chiza-man.on any 
{pot, he would contrive to pick. a meal for himfelf from it, 
The truth of this remark Captain. W1LsoN. had experienced 
from repeated voyages. he had made to China, as well. as 
from the general character of thofe people. 

This afternoon, after feeing one of the frame timbers-up, 
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the Captain went round his new ifland in the jolly-boat, in 
order to obferve its fhores, and its external appearance. 
He found the fouth fide of it almoft a perpendicular rock, co- 
vered with wood, among which he obferved abundance of 
the cabbage-tree, but growing in places inacceflible from the 
water.—The weft fide had a fair fandy beach, and fome level 
ground between the fea and the hills.—It was here where the 
well was, whence our people brought their water; and many 
traces of ancient plantations were found, fufficient to demon- 
{trate that the ifland had formerly been inhabited.—The 
northern part is a fteep rock covered with trees. As the 
boat rowed along its fide they had often breezes from it, 
wafting a moft {weet and agreeable fmell. On the eaft fide 
is the bay and harbour, which lies eaft and weit; it was 
judged the whole circumference of the ifland did not exceed 
three miles; the coming in from the coral reef is to keep 
right for a {mall opening which feparates the ifland of ORoo- 
LONG from an uninhabited ifland to the eaftward of it, until 
the bay opens, then haul up weft into the harbour; the 
courfe before will have been about fouth. 

The morning being fine, the jolly-boat was difpatched to 
the watering-place to fetch fome timbers for futtocks, and 
to haul the feine ; but no fifth could be caught. Some hands 
were fent to try to procure fome cabbages, in which they 
fucceeded ; they were dreffed for fupper, and found to be 


very good.—Some of our people, who had been cuttin g tim- 


ber 











THD PE MEW) DSA Ns, 


ber at the watering-place, inftead of coming back in the 
jolly-boat with their companions, chofe to return home over 
land, and the evening being far advanced, they narrowly 
efcaped with their hves.—The jolly-boat returning to the 
tents when it was dark, brought an account, that thefe men 
(who intended to come over land) had fet out fome time 
before the boat; and it being then late, and no tidings of 
them, much uneafinefs was entertained on their account. 
People were immediately fent out with lanterns to go in 
queft of them, who as they went on, every now and then 
hallooed.—The voices being heard, and known, the be- 
nighted travellers very prudently halted till the lights they 
had difcovered at a diftance came up with them; and moft 
fortunate it was that they did fo, for when their fhipmates 
arrived they found them on the edge of a dreadful precipice, 
where, had they advanced a few fteps further, they mutt 
inevitably have plunged to the bottom. All were happy to 
fee them return after fo great an efcape.—This evening 
ARRA KOOKER arrived, and pafled the night with our peo- 
ple; he brought with him all his fpirits and gaiety, and en- 
tertained them wonderfully with the pleafant defcription he 
gave of the late engagement, acting, with his accuftomed 
humour and geftures, the panic which feized the enemy the 
inftant they heard the report of the Exg/i/> guns. 

The pinnace was fent off to the wreck to fearch if any fur- 
ther neceffaries could be {till recovered.—Captain WILSON 
went to the top of the hill above the tents, and had a fpot of 
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ground cleared, in order to ufe it as a look-out or obferva- 
tory, to fee if a paffage could be difcovered in the reef. On 
examination, it was thought that there was apparently a 
zood one, right out from the weft point of the ifland.—It 
had hitherto been a great doubt among our people, whe- 
ther a veffel of the fize theirs muft be (though intended to 
be no larger than was neceffary to convey themfelves and 
provifions in fafety to CHINA) would be able to ‘find a paf- 
fage through the reef capable of allowing her to float over. 
ARRA KookeEr left the ifland this day, and another frame 
timber was got up.—The Céine/e were bufied in wafhing the 
few clothes that were faved. 

The weather cloudy; no canoes at the ifland.—The 
boat{wain employed in making a main-fail for the veffel out 
of the remains of the fails that had been faved.—The jolly- 
boat made three trips for timber to-day, which being cut 
down at the back of the ifland and roughed off, they could 
eafily manage to bring round.—It was found that the tides 
rofe about nine feet upon the {pring, and it was high-water 
about nine o’clock upon the full and change of the moon. 
About four P. M. Mr. BENGER, Mr. WILSON, and the China- 
tan, returned in a canoe, and foon after RAA Kook withthe 
linguift in another. Mr. BENGER brought an account, that 
they were received and ‘treated by the King and his people 
with the moft perfect friendfhip and hofpitality; that they 
were conftantly praifing the power and exploits of the 


Englifb, to whom they afcribed the fuccefs of the late bat- 
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tle; repeating the word Exg/ees inceffantly in their fongs, 
at their dances and rejoicings, which he faid were not then 
over; and that they were meditating another expedition, 
more formidable than the laft, in which they meant to rely 
on the affiftance of the Eng/i/h—Mr. BeNGER faid their 
houfes were tolerably good, with plantations of yams and 
cocoa-nuts about them; that the foil appeared to be rich 
and fertile; that they have neither corn, or cattle of any 
kind, nor did he fee much fruit or produce of any great ufe 
or value.—The Cdina-man alfo added, “ that this have very 
“‘ poor place, and very poor people; no Lot cloaths, no got rice, 
“no got hog, no got nothing, only yam, little fifb, and cocoa- 
“nut; no got nothing make trade, very little make eat.” This 
fellow’s defcription, which I have given in his own words, 
fufficiently fhewed that he viewed mankind with the eye of 
a Dutchman, only calculating what was to be got from them. 
—The mind of a fpeculative reader is far otherwife enga~ 
ged. He, in the difperfed families of the world, traces the 
hand of PROVIDENCE guidingall things with unerring wif- 
dom.—He marks it balancing with equal {cale its bleffings 
to the children of men; and confiders human nature, how- 
ever unadorned, when dignified by virtuous fimplicity, as 


one of the nobleit objects of contemplation. 
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A Paffage is difcovered through the Coral Reef, fufficient to 
carry out the Veffel when completed. — Captain WiLson, 
Mr. SHARP, Mr. DEvIs, and Mr. HENRY WILSON, go fo 
PELEW (0 vifit the King.—An Account of the Ho/pitality with 
which they were received.—Some Defcription of the Manners 
of the Natives, and of their Mode of Living.—Mr. SHARP is 
requefied to go into the Country to Jee a fick Child of one of the 


Rupacks, which he does, and returns to PELEW. 


HE morning proved fo wet that our people could not 

{tand out to work, but were employed in the tents. 
RAA Kook fent away fome of the canoes which came with 
him, detaining only fuch as were to carry Captain WILSON 
down to PELEw.—The Ma/ay, who had been the interpreter 
to the natives, and whofe name was SOoGLE, bein g on fhore, 
took a compafs, and pointing to the S. S. W. faid, that five 
days fail from OROOLONG, on that point of the compafs, 
was the place he came from, which he called Monapo; 
that there were about forty Duich people there, abundance 
of pepper, and plenty of hogs and poultry. He faid Monapo 
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was three days {fail from BATAVIA; that when he left 
BATAVIA they had three veffels or proas, that two of them 
parted company, and that the one he was on board of, going 
from Monapbo to TERNATE, was driven by ahard gale of 
wind hither, where they were wrecked. Our people fup- 
pofed there was much falfhood in this fellow’s account, 
and, from converfations their own linguift had with him, 
they fufpeced thefe people had been Malay pirates, which 
they afterwards had confirmed, by one of them who was 
brought to Expland.—In the afternoon Mr. CUMMIN was 
fent in the jolly-boat, to try for the paffage through the 
reef which was thought to have been difcovered the day be- 
fore, from the Look-out above the tents. Captain WILSON 
took up fome men, and cleared {till more the {pot intended 
for an obfervatory.—The jolly-boat returned, after having 
been without the reef through a narrow paffage, in which 
they found at low-water three feet atid a half of water, and, 
as it rofe eight or nine feet upon a {pring-tide, it was judg- 
€d there muift be at thofe times twelve feet of water, which 
would be almoft double the draught of the Schooner when 
finifhed.—This was an information Which revived every 
one’s hopes, and made all our people look forward with 
freth fpirits. Intelligence was alfo brought, that they had 
found feven fathom water immediately without the reer, 
and three fathom within inthe thoalett part, which was a 


narrow bank of fand that formed a bar,—TT hefe obfervations 
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were taken at low-water, or when very little flood was 
made. 

The Captain having fixed this day for his going to vifit 
the King at PELEw, as foon as all had breakfafted, he read 
prayers in the tent; Raa Kook, with fuch of the natives as 
were waiting to accompany him, attended divine fervice, 
and were moit exceedingly attentive, following exactly what 
they faw our people did, in rifing or kneeling, except that 
inftead of kneeling they would fquat down on their hams. 
After prayers were ended, Captain WILSON took leave of 
his people, taking with him Mr. SHarpr, Mr. DEvis, and his 
fon Mr. HENRY WILSON; they went in the jolly-boat ; the 
GENERAL accompanying him in his canoe. They left 
the tents about eight o’clock in the morning. At noon as 
they approached the little ifland which lies about three 
or four miles off PELEw, they obferved Raa Kook’s ca- 
noe, paddling away at a great rate to get a-head of them; 
he juft ftept on fhore at a little town fituated by the water 
edge, and foon returned to meet them, directing their 
courfe to the leeward of the ifland, where they were 
met by another canoe, laden with yams, cocoa-nuts, and 
{weetmeats, to refrefh them on their paffage. This explain- 
ed immediately the reafon of the General’s quitting them fo 
fuddenly, which they now perceived was. merely to indulge 
his hofpitable difpofition, and from his anxiety left our 
people fhould be fatigued for want of refrefhment. Every 
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one partook of this entertainment, and then proceeded; and 
reached the ifland of PELEw about one o’clock in the after- 
noon. 

As PELEW came in fight, the jolly-boat hoifted Engi/b 
colours, and fired three mufquets ; which were anfwered, as 
they approached nearer the fhore, by a white flag {tuck on 
a pole; this was conceived to have been fuggefted by the 
Malay, and proved to be fome of the white cloth that had 
been given to the King. Raa Kook having quitted his 
canoe, came into the jolly-boat; and our people, on land- 
ing, fired three mufquets more, after having hoifted their 
colours, and fixed them in the ground oppofite a houfe 
clofe to the water-fide, at the end of the caufeway where 
they came on fhore; to which houfe our people were con- 
ducted by Raa Kook, to wait the King’s coming, he hav- 
ing difpatched a meffenger to notify the Captain’s ar- 
rival. 

Before the King appeared, fome of the natives were fent 
down with refrefhments; they firft brought a large tureen, 
made of wood, in the fhape of a bird, and inlaid with 
fhell, this was full of fweet drink; they alfo brought a 
painted ftand, about two feet in height, inlaid in the fame, 
manner as the tureen, upon which were {weetmeats gar- 
nifhed with SEVILLE oranges; next came a bafket of boiled 
yams, followed by another of young cocoa-nuts; thefe 
were all placed in a kind of order, preparatory to the 
King’s 
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King’s coming *. On his arrival Captain WILSON rofe, 
and embraced him, as he had done at their firft interview. 


ABBA THULLE fat down by him, and they were then 


ferved with the before-mentioned provifions, by a man who 
feemed to act as a butler, and gave to cach a portion, by the 
King’s directions. After this entertainment was over, Cap+ 
tain WILson offered him the prefent he had brought, 
which confifted of fome iron-hoops, fome necklaces made 
of gold and filver lace, tied with ribband at each end; to 
Which he meant to have added a few files, but one of the 
natives purloined them from the perfon who. had’ them in 
charge. 

The King came down without any ftate, and feemed only 
attended by thofe whom curiofity to fee the Englifh had 
brought together; the houfe, and every part about it, was 
thronged with the natives, to fee our Captain, who had 
dreffed himfelf in the Company’s uniform. 

After the repaft was ended, Mr. Drevis, who was a 
draughtiman, being ftruck with the appearance of 


man who was prefent, took out a piece of p 


a WOo- 


aper, and was 


making a {ketch of her figure ; which, before he had com- 


pleted, the lady noticing that he had repeatedly looked 


her earneftly in the face, and marked fomething down, was 


* It was very remarkable, that, thronged as the houfe was, 


yet as foon as it was known that the King was approaching, 
reverential filence was preferved, 


and every avenue to ite 
the moft profound and 


diftreffed 
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diftreffed at it, and rofe up to go away, in appearance very 
much agitated ; nor could fhe be perfuaded to ftay, although 
fome of the Rupacks prefent laughed heartily at her alarm; 
which led our people to conceive that fhe was the wife of 
one of them. A Rupack looking over Mr. Devis’s fhoul- 
der, feemed pleafed at the reprefentation, or likenefs, and 
wifhed to hand it up to the King ; who fo readily entered 
into a true idea of the art, that he immediately fent a mef- 
fenger to order two of his women to come down to th 
houfe where he was: they arrived very foon, and placed 
themfelves at the window fronting where Mr. Drvis was 
feated, at which thefe ladies could ftand without being feen 
lower than the waift ;—perceiving, as they looked into the 
houfe, a fmile on every countenance, they at firft appeared 
pleafed themfelves, and the King told them the reafon why 
he had fent for them; but foon noticing Mr. Dervis fixing 
his eyes earneftly on them, they did not know what to make 
of the bufinefs, and began to look exceedingly grave. The 
King then feemed to chide them, on which they ftood quiet, 
and rather affumed an eafier air. Mr. DEvis having finifhed 
his fketches, prefented them to the King, he fhewed them 
immediately to his women, who feemed pleafed in viewing 
on paper a fancied likenefs of themfelves, and appeared as if 
a little afhamed at having been fo foolifhly and unneceffarily 
diftreffed. 

The King then defired Mr. Drvis to lend him a piece of 
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paper, and his pencil, on which he attempted te delineate 
three or four figures, very rudely, without the leaft propor- 
tion; their heads, inftead of an oval, being in a pointed 
form like a fugar-loaf. Nor let any one conclude from this 
circumftance, that the King was oftentatious to exhibit the 
little kKnowledge-he poffeffed of the art; I rather mention 
it as a proof of his opennefs of temper, to let Mr. Devis fee 
that he was not totally ignorant of what was meant by it; 
nor was it lefs a mark of his condefcenfion, in fhewing he 
could very imperfectly trace what the artift was able more 
happily to delineate. He approved in the ftranger thofe ta- 
lents he would himfelf have been ambitious to poffefs, and 
in his manner of teftifying his approbation, exhibited in 
captivating colours that which no pencil could difplay—the 
urbanity of a noble mind. 

The King now fignified to his guefts, that he would 
conduct them up to the town; they expreffed their readi- 
nefs to attend him, and ordered their colours to be raifed 
and carried before them, wifhing to imprefs on the natives 
what little idea of ceremony their forlorn fituation could 
admit of. PELEWw is hardly more than a quarter of a mile 
from the fhore; they afcended a bank into a wood, led by 
the King and Raa Kook, and followed by a great concourfe 
of people. Having paffed the wood, they found themfelves 
on a fine broad caufeway, or pavement, with rows of trees 


on cach fide, forming a grove; this caufeway was raifed 
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about two feet above the level of the ground, and was about 
ten feet in width, having a broad flat ftone running along 
the middle, for the greater conveniency of walking ; it was 
paved on each fide with {tones of a fmaller: fize, and lefs 
worked; this caufeway led to the town, and then parted to 
the right and left; the one conducting to where fome of 
their boat-houfes were erected, the other to their bathing- 
place. 

Having now reached PELEw, they came into a large 
fquare pavement, round which were feveral houfes ; our pec= 
ple were conducted to one that {tood in the centre of one of 
the fides. Outof this houfe iffued a number of women, who 
were waiting to fee thefe new Beings the Engi, and 
whom they foon underftood were the wives of fome of the 
Rupacks, or great officers of {tate; thefe were rather fairer 
than the reft’ of the women, had fome little ornaments 
about them, and their faces and breafts were rubbed over 
with turmeric. 

The King, and his brother Raa Kook, led his guetts 
into this houfe, into which the women returned, and re- 
ceived them. with much joy, prefenting their company with 
cocoa-nuts, and fweet drink, which’ all fat down and par- 
took of: The ladies alfo feated- themfelves, and taking 
a parcel of leaves, began making mats; an employment in 
which they pafs a great part of their time. The King in- 
formed his guefts that this houfe was to be their abode as 
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long as they remained at. PELEW, and that there they were 
to fleep. After which he rofe up, and withdrew, previoufly 
apologizing to Captain WILson for retiring, faying he was 
going. to bathe. Soon after a meflage came to Raa KooK, 
from the Queen, to requeft fhe might fee the Euglip 
at her dwelling; they attended the General thither, 
through a pathway from the back of the houfe where they 
were, which led into a grove of cocoa-nut trees; having 
croffed the grove, they came to afmall retired habitation, 
in the front of which was a fquare, formed with payed 
{tone, furrounded alfo with cocoa-nut trees. Immediately 
before this houfe was a rail, on which were fome tame 
pigeons, tied by the leg. This is a bird held in fuch 
eftimation in thefe iflands, that none but the Rupacks, 
and their families, are allowed to eat of them. As they ap- 
proached, the Queen opened her window, and fpoke to Raa 
Kook, to defire the Evgli/o would fit down on the pave- 
ment before her; which being complied with, a number of 
attendants brought out yams, cocoa-nuts, and fweet drink ; 
and whilft they were partaking of thefe the Queen afked 
Raa Kook many queftions about our people, and then 
fent them one broiled pigeon (which they drefs without 
drawing) that every one might have a bit to tafte; giving 
them to underftand, that this was the greateft rarity that 
the country produced. She took very great notice of the 
Engl, and wifhed fome of them would come clofe to the 
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window, and draw up their coat-fleeves, that-fhe might fee 
the colour of their fkin; after the had viewed them atten- 
tively, and afked, through the General, as many circumftan- 
ces re{pecting them as fhe thought fhe could with propriety 
obtrude, fhe fignified that fhe would not longer trefpafs on 
their time by detaining them; fo they rofe and took leave of 
er. . 
The General now told them he wifhed to conduét them 
to his own houfe, which was a little diftant from the firft 
{quare, where the King had allotted them their habitatioh.— 
At the houfe of this Chief they were received quite ina fa- 
mily way, without any form; they were obliged juft to 
tafte of what was fet before them, though their appetites 
had been fufficiently taken away by partaking of fo many 
entertainments before. Raa Koox’s wife brought them 
in a broiled pigeon, which they, out of compliment, eat 
a bit of, for the honour done them—In this domettic 
fcene RAA Kook appeared in a new and amiable light ; 
it was a fituation which placed to their view that benevo- 
lent heart of his they had themfelves before frequently 
noticed.—Here he was furrounded by feveral of his chil- 
dren, two of whom were very young, and feemed almoft 


of the fame age; they were climbing up his knees and 


* This lady feemed to have a ereater decree of ‘ref ect and attention paid her than 
y § g Pp Pp 


any other of the King’s wives ; fhe never went abroad, and her houfe was the King’s 
general refidence. 
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carefling him, whilft he feemed to enjoy great pleafure in 
rolling and toffing them about, and playing with them, hand- 
ing them to our people, that they might alfo notice and play 
with them. 

Whilft the attention of Captain WILSON and his compa- 
nions had been engaged by this interefting fcene, the night 
had crept faft on them, and it being now quite dark they 
requefted leave to retire; Raa Koox apologized for not 
waiting on them home, but ordered one of his own people 
and the Ma/ay to conduc them back. 

Being arrived at their allotted dwelling, they learnt that 
the King had been there after his bathing, but underftanding 
they were gone abroad with his brother, he had retired to his 
own houfe, but had fent them fome fifh for fupper.—After 
fupper Raa Koox fent mats for them to fleep on, and called 
himéelf before he went to reft, to fee if they were fupplied 
with every thing they ftood in want of, and which it was 
in his power to offer.—Our people repofed on. thefe mats.at 
one end of the houfe, the King having ordered fome of his 
own men to ileep at the other end, to protect them from any 
inconveniency which might arife from the curiofity of the 
natives, as well as to watch the fires, made to keep them 
from the dews and mofquitos. ‘They all refted very well, in 
the fulleft degree fatisfied with the great attention and kind- 
nefs of their new friends.—The night proved both windy 
and wet, but they found their habitation perfectly dry; their 
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houfes being fo well thatched, that the weather rarely is 


able to penetrate them. 


Rad Kook called on them very early in the morning; in 


all his vifits he wore on his countenance fuch a look of good- 


humour and congratulation as more than told our people he 
rejoiced to fee them.—He never feated himfelf clofe, but at 
fome {mall diftance from them, which is regarded in thefe 
parts as a mark of refpect.—He told them he was going to 


bathe, and they went down to the fhore to fee if their boat 


and its iron-work was fafe.—On their return, the Captain and 


his companions received a meflage to breakfaft with the 
King.—They were conducted to the houfe where, the pre~ 
ceding evening, they had been to pay their refpects to the 
Queen. It confifted of one great room, not boarded on the 
floor, as is the ufual cuftom there, but covered with bam- 
boos laid and faftened down collaterally, with fcarce any. 
fpace between.—At one end of this room was. the kitchen, 
where the fervants were bufied in preparing break faft, but 
without any partition to feparate the kitchen.—At the oppo-. 
fite end ran a high rail, with a large mat loofely laid over it. 
—Some attendants who were prefent, defired our people 
to feat themfelves; which, when they had done, the King: 
pulled down the mat, and difcovered himfelf and the Queen 
feated behind it.—As this trifling ceremony had fomewhat 
ef an air of ftate that had never been fhewn before, nor 


was. on any future occafion exercifed, they fufpedcted. that 
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the Ma/ay had fuggefted to him, and which the King proba- 


———— 


bly found fo clumfy and foolifh that he never adopted it 
again.—They had boiled fifh and yams placed before them; 
and during breakfaft the. King fhewed Captain WILSON a 


c 


| large piece of chintz, which the Ma/ay had faved when he 
| was wrecked, and had given him.—He feemed to admire it 
| much, and when it had been looked at, he folded it up again 
| very nicely in a mat; having only produced it as bein g to 
him a great curiofity. 
During the time of breakfaft, the King talked much with 
| the Ma/ay, who after it was over told Mr. SHarp that ABBA 
tad THULLE wifhed he would go a little way into the country, 
api, without declaring for what purpofe.—Mr. SHarp hefitated, 
at till Mr. Devis offered to accompany him; the King faid a 
perfon would prefently be there to condué them, who, when 
he came, appeared to be one of the Rupacks who had been 
with them at OROOLONG at the King’s firft coming, when 
they individually fixed their notice on fome one of our peo- 
ple; a circumftance which then occafioned fome alarm, as 
has before been mentioned *. And this Chief proved to be 
the perfon who had particularly noticed Mr. SHaRP as his 
friend or Swca/lic (a term the natives gave it.) 
Mr. SHARP, and Mr. Devis, accompanied by the inter- 


preter, put themfelves cheerfully under the guidance of 


* See page 57. 
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this Rupack, whofe name was ARRA Zoox; they had 
not proceeded far, after getting off the caufeway, be- 
fore they met with Captain WiLson’s fervant, who was 
ftrageling about with his gun to kill fome fowl for dinner. 
The Ruzpack made figns to him to join company, which he 
did, on being informed by Mr. SHarp that he was going 
where the King had fent him. As they went over the hills, 
they paffed feveral pleafant villages, and a valley beauti- 
fully cultivated with plantations of cocoa-nuts and yams, 
forming from the fummit a moft rich and delicious prof- 
pect. When they had got nearly three miles from PELEw, 
the heat was fo oppreffive, that Mr. Suarp and his compa- 
nions expreffed an inclination to return back ; but the dif- 
appointment which appeared in the countenance of the 
Rupack who had conducted them, made both gentlemen 
judge it advifable not to crofs his wifhes.—They therefore 
proceeded about a mile and a half further, when they ar- 
rived at a plantation, at the end of which ftood his houfe. 
He folicited them to enter, when various refrefhments were 
placed before them. He then introduced his wife and his 
children; and fhewed Mr. SHarRpP a child that was afflicted 
with fome bad ulcers, from a kind of boils, a diforder 
which he faid was common to the people there; and in- 
formed Mr. SHARP what applications he had himfelf ufed to 
his child, which were chiefly fomentations, made with cer- 
tain leaves; and that occafionally, after the inflammatory 
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fymptoms were abated, he had put a little of their chinam 


into the wound to eat away the proud flefh.—Mr. SHARP, 
who, fituated as he was, could not undertake to repeat his 
attendance, thought it beft to advife the Rupack to the con- 
tinuance of the remedy the child had been accuftomed to; 
and now perceiving the reafon why this vifit was folicited, 
after remaining there a proper time, he and Mr. DEvIs inti- 
mated their wifh to return back; but the Rupack told them 
that his people were at work for, them, and that they muft 
not depart till the bufinefs they were about was done. They 
now perceived the hofpitality of ARRA ZOOK was not con- 
fined to the tranfient entertainment he had already f{pread 
before them. His people prefently appeared, loaded with 
yams and cocoa-nuts, packed up in large bafkets; and alfo 
bafkets of {weetmeats, which they had made frefh for them 
while they had been in his houfe. The Rupack told them 
that his people fhould carry all thefe bafkets to the King’s 
town, that they might there be put into a boat to be given 
to their friends at OROOLONG.—Charmed with the character 
of their liberal hoft, Mr.SHarp and his companions took 
their leave, teftifying their thankfulnefs for the kindnefs 
he had fhewn them; whilft the good man ftood affuring 
them of the joy they had afforded him and his family in 


coming to his houfe, and how truly they had obliged him 


DY s00KINg at his poor fick child. ~As the Rupack accom- 
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panied them to the door, oppofite to it, on a rail (as before 


def{cribed 
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defcribed at the Queen’s houfe) was his rooft of tame pi- 
geons ; not thinking he had fufficiently gratified his liberal 
{pirit, he gave them at parting a look of the warmeft bene- 
volence, and told them, when their fhip was built, they 
fhould have all his pigeons to carry with them. 

Thefe gentlemen returned to PELEW, followed by the 
fervants of ARRA ZooK with the prefents of their mafter.— 
Captain WILSON had in the mean time paid a vifit to Raa 
Kook, where he was fhewn three iron travellers, which fome 
of the natives had got from the wreck ; the General faid the 
Engli/p fhould have them again, and the Captain in return 
promifed to give him a hatchet. 

Such are the little pleafurable barters of life, when life is 
governed by fimplicity alone, and the eftimation objects are 


held in, is only proportioned to their real utility ! 
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Further Account of the Natives of PELEw.—-A Council of State 
is held, at the Breaking up of which the King requefis of 
Captain WILSON ten Men to go with bim on a fecond Expe- 
dition againft the fame Enemy—which is agreed to.—De/crip- 
tion of the Dance of the Warriers.—Our People return to 
OROOLONG, find their Countrymen well, and in great Una- 
nimity advancing the Vefel.i—The ten Men felected who were 
to attend the King to Battle. 


HIS day in the forenoon, a great council was. held, in 

the open air, on the large fquare pavement near the 
houfe allotted to the Exgli/b. It confifted of a number of 
Rupacks, or Chiefs, feated each on a fingle ftone, placed 
near the outer border of the pavement; that for the King 
was more elevated than the reft; and clofe to the fide of it 
was a ftone ftill higher, on which he occafionally refted his 
arm: when in their places, they are encircled by officers of 
inferior rank. ‘They debate from fide to fide, on whatever 
fubject happens to be under difcuffion, and it was underftood 
that the plurality of opinions determined the matter before 
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them. In the prefent cafe it did not require the knowledge 
of their language to difcover the bufinefs they were on; as 
the houfe in which the Captain and his companions were, 
looked full on their council; and their geftures, as well as 
the frequent repetition of the words Eng/ees and ARTIN- 
GALL, left our people no room to doubt but that sey had 
been the fubject of their deliberation. After the council 
broke up, the King, attended by the linguift, came to the 
houfe where the Engl were, and requefted Captain WIL- 
$oN would permit ten of his men to go with him to battle, 
againft the fame enemy as before. Captain WILSON replied 
to the King nearly as he had done before, “ that the Evglib 
* were his friends, and would regard thofe who were his 
** enemies, as being enemies of their own.” This reply 
greatly pleafed the King. The Captain defiring to know 
the caufe of the war, ABBA THULLE informed him, through 
the linguift, that fome time back, at a feftival at ARTIN~ 
GALL, one of his brothers, and two of his Chiefs, had been 
killed, and that the two iflands had been at war ever fince; 
the people of ArrinGatt, fo far from making any fatif- 
faction, had protected the murderers. Captain WILSON in- 
treated that his people might not be detained at PELEW 
Jonger than was neceffary, as it would greatly retard the 
building of his veffel. The King anfwered, that he could 
“ not in decency fend them back the moment he had had their 
“< Jervices, but that be would keep them only two or three 
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‘6 days, that they might be made gay, and rejoice with bis own 
“* people after Jubduing bis enemies.” 

In the afternoon the King took Captain WILSON and his 
companions to fee fome canoes that were then building; and 
fhewed: them alfo fome of their boat-houfes, which were 
well conftructed, nicely thatched, and not unlike thofe that 
are made in ENGLAND. From hence they were carried to 
fee foe other canoes, which were juft come in from an ex- 
pedition they had been fent-on by themfelves, and from 
which, after four days abfence, they had returned victorious, 
having brought in one canoe of the enemy, though not a 
fingle prifoner. The obtaining a canoe, however trifling 
it may appear to a reader, is equal to the capture of the 
largeft fhip of war in Europes; as their battles are gene- 
rally fought near fhore, and, when there is no appearance of 
fuccefs, they get to land and haftily haul up their canoes. 

In the evening our people were entertained with a dance of 
the warriors, who were juft then returned, which was per- 
formed in the following manner :—The dancers have a quan- 
tity of plantain leaves brought to them, which they {plit, and 
fhiver into the form of ribbands, thefe they then twine and 
fix round their heads, wrifts, waitfts, ankles, and knees, and 
the leaves being of a yellowith hue, fo prepared, have not an 
inelegant effect when applied to their dark copper fkin. They 
make alfo bunches or taffels of the fame, which they hold in 
} 


their hands. When drawn out, they form themfelves into 


§ circles 
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circles of two or three deep, one within another. In genera 
an elderly man amongft them begins, in a very folemn tone, 


fomething like a fong, or long fentence, for our countrymen 


could not difcriminate which it was, and when he comes to 


4 paufe, or what we fhould call the end of a ftanza, a chorus 
3, 3 


is {truck up, and the dancers all join in concert, {till conti- 


nuing their figure. Their dancing does not fo much con- 


fift in capering or agility, as in a particular method they 


cd 


have of balancing themfelves, and this frequently very low 


fideways, finging together all the while; during which 


they will flatten their circles, fo as to b 


d 


to face to each other, lifting up the taffels they hold in their 


ring themfelves face 


hands, and giving them aclafhing or tremulous 
after this there will be a fudden paufe, and an exclamation 
from every voice Weel! Then a new fentence or ftanza 1s 
repeated, and danced to as before, and the fame ceremony 
ontinued, till every man who is engaged in the dance has 
in. his turn had his repetition and chorus. 

During this feftivity two large tubs of {weet drink were 


brought in, which were ferved out, firft to the Evg/i/b and 


the principal people prefent, who juit tafted it, and then the 


tubs were carried to the warriors; and when the dance was 


ended they all fat down upon the ale and the drink was 


ferved out tothem by four perfons who feemed to be peo- 


<7) 


ple of note, having bones upon their wrifts; the warriors 


jor 


then removed to.a houfe, at which. a fupper was prepare: 
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for them, where they continued dancing moft part of the 
night, but when it grew dark the Eng/i/f retired to their 
own habitation. 

The night proved very wet and windy ; our people the 
next morning breakfafted with the King, and after break- 
faft Captain WILsoNn acquainted him, that as foon as the 
weather would permit he intended to return to OROOLONG; 
to which he was pleafed to agree. The wind bein g unfavour- 
able, Mr. SHarp took the Captain to fee the Rupack, whofe 
child he had vifited the preceding day. They paffed many 
fine plantations of cocoa-nuts, yams, and beetle-nuts; and 
alfo obferved a tree with a large fruit on it, which the na- 
tives call R?a@’mall, but the linguift who was with them faid 
it was called by the Malays, Pangly; our people thought it 
the bread-fruit.—Arra Zoox received them with great joy, 
brought them water to wafh their feet before they went 
into the houfe, gave them mats to fit down on, made them 
frefh {weetmeats, and fet before them a kind of fherbet, 
Our people’s complexion as much excited the furprize and 
admiration of this Rwpack’s neighbours and houfehold, as it 
had before done their firft vifitors at ORooLONG. 

After experiencing once more this good man’s hofpita- 
lity, they returned to PELEW, where the warriors had re- 
newed their dances, In the afternoon Captain WILSON and 
his friends took another ramble into the country, but ina 


contrary direction to the courfe they had purfued in the 


morning. 
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morning. All the way they went appeared to be equally 
well cultivated as what they had feen before, and rather 
fuller of inhabitants. Wherever they paffed they obferved 
the lower rank of women employed in looking after the 
plantations of yams, which are generally in {wampy ground. 
They obferved the women were alfo employed in making 
mats and bafkets, drefling victuals, and nurfing their chil- 
dren; the men were found bufied in gathering cocoa-nuts, 
hewing trees, and making {pears and darts. 

The weather {till bad, Captain WILson went down to the 
wharf, before fun-rife, to look after his boat, and returned 
to breakfaft with Raa Koox. At noon he accompanied the 
King to his boat-builders, where ABBA THULLE wanted to 
give directions about fome work that was carrying on for 
him there; he had taken down with him a defign of his 
own for ornamenting fome canoes then building, and this 
defign was marked on a board with great accuracy, in dif- 
ferent colours, to work after. At this place our people dined 
with the King upon pigeons. 

The rain fell in torrents all the night, accompanied with 
very loud thunder. The Evg/j/ had removed to another of 


the King’s houfes, in order to be retired, having been dif- 


turbed by the curiofity of the natives, whilft they remained 


in the habitation which had been firft affigned them. 
The King and his brother Raa Koox made our people a 


vilit 
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vilit at day-break ; the weather after breakfaft clearing up, 
they informed the King they wifhed to return to Oroo- 
LONG, to which he aflented, though defiring rather to have 
detained them another day. They found the jolly-boat ready 
loaded for them with every kind of provifion the ifland 
afforded; and about two o’clock in the afternoon they left 
PELEWw, highly fatisfied with the kindnefs of their new 
friends, giving them three cheers, as ufual, at parting ; 
Which was returned by the King in perfon, who in this in- 
fiance put off his gravity, and laughed very much, joining 
the men, women, and children in their cheers, ftanding 
up, and apart in fuch a manner as to make himfelf con- 
fpicuous. 

Our people arrived fafe at the tents about nine o'clock, 
though the wind had been adverfe to them; and had the 
pleafure of finding all their companions well. 

The next morning being fine, they put out their clothes, 
and the few neceffaries which had been faved from the 
wreck, to dry, having been much wetted by the late heavy 
rains. Captain WILSON, on coming back, had the fatisfaction 
to fee that all his people, in his abfence, had been going on 
very affiduoufly with the veffel, and that the moft perfect 
harmony had fubfifted amongft them. This was a circum- 
itance which could not fail to hold out the happieft prefages, 
that they fhould in the end accomplifh that point to which 


their 
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their moft fanguine wifhe® were directed. They underftood 
that no canoe had been at OROOLONG during the time they 
had been at PELEW. 

At day-light the boats were fent again to the wreck, to 
fee if any other materials could be procured ; they brought 
back in the evening more planks, nails, and many other ne- 
ceffaries, which were of effential fervice, particularly coals. 
Thofe who remained on fhore were bufied about the veflel. 
—A lift was made out of the number of men the King had 
wifhed to go on his fecond expedition. On this, as well as 
on the former eccafion, every individual expreffed a readi- 
nefs to be of the number; and thofe who aétually went, 
amicably fettled the matter among themfelves, on which 
their names were wrote down, and ftuck againft a tree in 
the dock-yard ; and directions given, that they fhould hold 
themfelves in readinefs againft the time the King fhould 


either fetch, or fend for them.. 
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The King comes to OROOLONG.—Is much firuck with the Ap- 
pearance of the Veffel, which be had not feen before.—Is 
Jeewn the Barricade and the Six-pounder; which is after- 
wards, at bis Defire, fired of —Views the different Artificers 
employed in the Dock Yard.—The Impreffion all thefe new 
Sights make on him.—After paling feveral Hours with our 
People, he goes to the Back of the Iland.—The King re- 
turns next Day—wwifbes to take a Swivel Gun on the Expe- 
dition.—This objected to.—He departs for PELEW, carrying 
with bim the ten Men allotted for the War. 


HE weather fettling fine, all hands were employed in 

felling timber, and getting the frames of the veffel 
forward. In the afternoon four canoes came into the har- 
bour, and gave our people fome fifh; who, in return, made 
them a prefent of fome iron. As they appeared to havea 
large provifion of fifh, by bartering a little more old iron, 
there was plenty for every man at fupper. In the evening, 
when the toil of the day was over, the Captain read prayers, 


as ufual. 
After 
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After breakfaft Captain WILsoN went out in the jolly- 
boat, to found and examine the reef himfelf, He found a 
paflage, in which there were three fathom at low-water, 
due weft from the ifland. Between the ifland and the 
reef he found a flat fand-bank, upon which there were 
only feven feet at low-water; it was clear fand, except a 
few coral fpots, which were eafily difcovered by the colour 
of the water. 

In the afternoon the King paid our people a vifit, at- 
tended by his two brothers, the CHEF Minifier, and 
feveral of his other Chiefs, and brought them fome fine 
fifh, that his canoes had caught in nets, which they make 
very nicely. Thefe fith differed much from any kind our 
people had hitherto feen, they were rather more than three 
feet in length, and near a foot acrofs, 


and thick head; the bone was fo uncommonly hard, as to 
{trike fire when they {plit it with 


having a very bony 


an aXe, in order to ftew 
it. The meat cut folid and firm, like a large cod; and the 


{cales were round, near the fize of a Spanyb dollar; the na-~ 


tives prize it much, and our people found it, when boiled, 
very good. They had only caught four, two of which were 


given to the Exg/i/p, and by the fhip’s fteward divided into 


mefiles. The Chine/e dreffed their portion differently, making 


a mixture with rice, and other things, which they call Chow 
Chow. 


The 
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| 1783. The King, who now for the firft time had feen the pro- 


erefs made in the new véfiel, appeared perfectly amazed at 


magnitude of the object. He minutely examined every 
thing with the moit eager attention, and impatiently called 
for his Yackalbys, or artificers, to notice what had fo much 
| excited his own aftonifhment. The Zackalbys, feized with a 
furprize equal to that of their Prince, after deliberately po- 
ring over its parts, pointed out to him the very fingular 
manner in which every thing was wedged and bolted to- 
B | gether.—They were quite loft in wonder at the ufe and 
Hi power of the iron-work ; and the whole together feemed to 
; | 1 have engaged their minds as fomewhat beyond their com- 
Ne prehenfion.—The King croffed frequently between the ribs 
ly , of the veffel, and faid he was at a lofs to conceive how they 
could ever be made fo as to keep out the water, having no 

idea that they were to be planked. 

As moft of the frame-work of the veffel on the ftocks 
had been made out of trees which our people had cut down 
in the ifland, the King pointed out to them a fpecies of 
wood which they had ufed in fome parts of the veffel, and 
which he expreffed a concern at feeing; faying, he deemed 
it an unlucky wood, and that it might prove the caufe 
ef their meeting with fome accident; earneftly prefling 

| | them to take it out, and not fuffer any of it to remain. 


They 
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They acknowledged his great care and goodnefs for them 5 
at the fame time informing him, they were accuitomed to 
employ different kinds of timber in conftructing their fhips, 
and from experience had difcovered that nothing was to be 
apprehended on that fcore. This caution feemed to arife 
from fome /uperflitious idea which the natives entertained of 
this tree, of which there were feveral growing on the ifland 
of OROOLONG. 

The King this day, as well as the General, much noticed 
the barricade, as alfo the fix-pounder; and after he had 
talked fome time with the Ma/ay, he enquired the ufe of the 
great gun. The Captain fhewed him the balls, and grape- 
fhot, and alfo explained to him their force and effi- 
cacy: informing him, that if a number of canoes from 
ARTINGALL, or any other ifland of his enemies, fhould 
approach the cove, this machine would blow them out of 
the water, and fhiver them to atoms. The King was alfo 
fhewn the fwivel guns, which were mounted on trees 
fawn down, as before mentioned; and it was explained to 
him, that they could be pointed in any direction which 
fhould be moft defirable, or convenient, fo that fhould any 
of his enemies come by furprize over land, thefe moveable 
guns would give our people as great an advantage and 
power over them by land, as the fix-pounder would by fea. 

The King, his brothers, and the Chiefs who were with 

6 him, 
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him, on receiving this intelligence, feemed to look at our 
countrymen with frefh aftonifhment ; they converfed much 
among one another, teftifying by their actions every indica- 
tion of furprize.—They walked round the barricade and ex- 
amined it with much attention, noticing how ftrongly and 
clofely every part was intrenched and fortified. 

This little ifland of ORooLoNG having been rendered far 
more commodious to the Eng/i/fh by the many neceffary efta- 
blifhments they had made fince the King had paid them his 
former vifit, there was of courfe a good deal of additional 
novelty for him to attend to.—After he had pointed out 
to his Yackalbys to notice with particular attention every 
thing about the barricade, he ftrolled inquifitively round 
the cove with his company.—The noife of the forge which 
our people had fet up, and which was then at work, foon 
drew his attention that way : it happened that the boatfwain 
was at that inftant beating out a piece of hot iron upon a 
pig of the fame metal, which he had made his anvil. This 
was a circumitance fo entirely new, and a difcovery fo in- 
terefting to them, that they all {tood abforbed in admiration. ~ 
--They could not be perfuaded to keep at a diftance, but 
would get fo clofe to the anvil as to receive occafionally a 
hot {park on their naked bodies; nor did this deter them 
from catching with their hands the luminous particles that 


flew from under the ftroke of the hammer.—Every thing, 


under 
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under fuch circumftances as the prefent, naturally ‘excited 
wonder. When the tron was beaten on the anvil till the 
rednefs was gone off, and it was become too cold to be 
malleable, they could not comprehend why it was again 
put into the forge.—The throwing water on the fire to make 
it burn brifker was alfo a new fource of furprize; and it 
was with much difficulty they could be drawn away from a 
{cene fo new and interefting to them; however, the noife 
of the neighbouring Cooper, who was repairing the water- 
cafks for fea ftore, was attracting enough to allure them to his 
hut.—The agility with which they faw this man work, the 
whirling of the cafks, the knocking down of the hoops, the 
found from within, and the quicknefs with which they per- 
ceived a defective cafk was brought round and _ perfect, 
feemed altogether to impofe on their minds a kind of ma- 
gic influence. They ftood and ftared at one another with 
looks equally expreflive of aftonifhment and_pleafure. 
Captain WILSON perceiving that his vifitors were rivetted to 
whatever they faw, and that the workmen were very much 
impeded by their queftions, as well as by their defire of 
handling every thing, now ordered a large canvafs to be 
{pread on one fide of the cove, where the King and his 
Chiefs might repofe and refrefh themfelves, and ftill have 
a view of our artificers at a diftance; he was conducting 
them to this place, acrofs the cove, when their eyes 
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| ri 1783. caught the carpenters, who were bufied, fome in fawing, 


| SEPTEMBER‘ ; 5 ; ; 

others in dubbing, &c.; this was again frefh matter to de- 

[of : : ; 

\ 4 tain them; the faw and its operations were marvellous; 
| and it was not without great difficulty that they were at laft 


feduced to the canvafs, where fherbet was prepared for 
them. Captain WILson made the King a prefent of a 


China mat, which he appeared to admire, being different 


from any they made at PELEW, and which he wifhed as a 

pattern for his people to endeavour to imitate. 

When redemption is the object, minutes appear as hours, 

s | | and our men, with fuch a point in view, could ill afford the 

lofs of half a day; they were extremely uneafy then to find, 

| that no fooner were their guefts retired, but all their com- 
mon attendants fwarmed in every part, fo that it was im- 
poffible to continue work; Raa Kook was therefore peti- 
tioned to difperfe them, who, by ordering them down to the 
beach, gave the different artificers elbow-room to proceed 
in their bufinefs.—The King, after this, took his leave with 
much good-humour, and, accompanied by all his retinue, 
went to {leep at the back of the ifland. 

Tuefday 9. In confequence of what had the preceding day been ex- 
plained relative to the fwivel-guns, the King’s imagination 
had amply worked on the fubject; he came over land with 
his train, and expreffed a wifh to have one of them to take 

| | | with him on the next « xpedition; this the Captain endea- 


voured 
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voured to convince him would be impoffible, as they had'no 
boats conftructed in a manner proper to receive it.—The 
King then requefted to have the fix-pounder fired.—If they 
were furprized (ac we have already noticed) at the dif- 
charge of a mufquet, it may eafily be imagined: in how 
great a proportion the report of this piece muft have af- 
fected them.—During the time the gunner was loading it, 
not a circumftance of the whole procefs efcaped their no- 
tice; and when the lighted match was brought and put to 
the train, they perceived an inftantaneous blaze, which was 
fucceeded by a moft violent noife; this they were puzzled 
in the extreme to comprehend, and the more fo, as in the 
difcharge of a mufquet they had feen no appearance of 
fire applied.—The report of the fix-pounder feemed to ftun 
them all, as every one of the natives, for more than a quar- 
ter of an hour, kept his fingers in his ears, calling out 
Magull! Magull! that is to fay, V ery bad.—Pleafed and 
furprized-as they were at the noife, it was evidently too vio- 
lent for their organs; for whenever founds uncommonly 
loud ftrike unexpectedly on the drum of the ear, it is well 
Known they will occafion temporary deafnefs, though the 
fame degree of found, when applied to thofe who are ac- 
cuftomed to it; or prepared to receive it, will not vibrate on 
the fenfe with any particular inconvenience.—The hootin 


o 


and {houting of the natives, on hearing the explofion, was 
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hardly to be defcribed, and this was increafed by the acci- 
dent of fome of the wad fetting fire to the dry leaves of a 
tree which projected acrofs the cove.—Having obferved the 
ball fallin the water at a great diftance, they were unable to 
conceive how this effect could be produced; what they 
had feen ftimulated {till more their with of having one of 
the fwivels on their expedition, as it would prove not only 
deftru€tive to the perfons, but to the property of their 
enemies.—Raa Kook accompanied the Captain on the hill 
to the Look-out, and was furprized to fee how much the 
ground had been cleared.—He informed him of the names 
of the principal iflands, pointing out their fituation with 
his hand, though fome of them were not within view ; 
he told him that to the fouthward ‘was PELELEW, to 
the N. E. EMILLEGUE, and to the S. E. the ifland they 
were going to war with, which he faid was called ARTIN~ 
GALL.—After they had returned from the hill, the King 
was treated with fherbet, and he foon after went over 
land to dinner, at the place where his canoes were {ta- 
tioned, faying, when he left the tents, that he fhould return 
with his boats at high-water, by which it was fuppofed 
he meant at that time to take fuch of the Engli/h as were 
to attend him to the war, who all got themfelves in readinefs 
accordingly. 

In the afternoon fome people came from ABBA THULLE 
| and 
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and renewed their folicitations on the fubject of the 
fwivel-gun; every argument was ufed to make them fen- 
fible of the impracticability of rendering it of any ufe in 
their canoes.—Soon after other of his men arrived, bringing 
a prefent of fome fine fifh and a turtle.—The King after 
came round himfelf, attended by ten or twelve canoes.— 
The requeft of the fwivel was again ftrongly urged 
by the Cu1er Miner, and our people thereby compelled 
to recur to all the arguments before made ufe of; and as 
our men were all drawn up with their arms, Mr. BENGER, 
willing to cut off all further entreaty on the fubject, or- 
dered them into the canoes.—One very material ob- 
jection againft complying with their defire was, the great 
confumption of powder it would occafion; befides which, 
the neceffity there would have been of the Gunner’s at- 
tendance, who was too ufeful a man to be fpared. 

ABBA THULLE and his retinue now embarked, and 
there was reafon to fear that this refufal had not made 
them depart in the good-humour that could have been 
wifhed.—Before the canoes were out of fight, the Gunner 
nade a report of the arms and ammunition taken on the 
expedition, which appearing rather large (as Mr. BENGER 
had taken piftols and cutlaffes unknown to the Captain) 
occafioned fome uneafinefs, in the particular fituation they 
at that time ftood.—-It was therefore thought advifable to 
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mifunderftanding fhould take place; the watch was well 

attended to, and no caution omitted which prudence could 


fuggelt. 
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Tranfactions at OROOLONG.—Tbe ten Men-return from the 
War.— A particular Account of the Second Battle of Ar- 


TINGALL.—Progre/s of the new Veffel, Sc. 


OME natives came from the watering-place, by whom 

intelligence was brought that the canoes were gone 
down to PELEw, of which fome doubts had been enter- 
tained; our people fuppofing that, as they went away late, 
they would only go to the back of the ifland. Thefe na- 
tives foon departed.—The feine was hauled to-day, without 
fuccefs, and the veffel was attended to with perfeverance. 

This day they had the higheft tide that had been noticed 
at this place. It was high-water at half an hour paft feven. 
No natives were feen to-day. 

The jolly-boat was fent round to the watering-place, in 
queft of timber; but there was fo high a furf on the beach 
that they could not take any in. Some of our people got fix 
kegs of water, and went with the boat to collect cabbages and 
periwinkles, all the unpacked or loofe beef being expended. 


They alfo this day examined and took an account of the ftore 
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of provifion; and, after confidering the time they might 
probably remain on the ifland, and the length of their 
paflage, they fet apart as much of the foundeft and beft of 
the provifion for the voyage as was deemed neceffary ; which 
was on no account to be expended. This evening there 
were hard fqualls, heavy rain, and much lightning. 

The weather this morning would not permit a boat to 
go out of the harbour.—It was difcovered that fome of the 
hams had been cut the preceding night; a reward was of- 
fered, of double allowance of grog for a week, to any per- 
fon who would make the offender known, or would difco- 
ver any one guilty of wafting any kind of provifions; and 
that, in cafe the arrack fhould be out, that fuch perfon 
fhould receive ten dollars on the veffel’s arrival at Macoa. 
This advertifement was fixed to a tree in the dock-yard, 
having been previoufly read to all our people; but no in- 
formation was ever obtained of the offender. 

After a night of wind and rain, thunder and lightning, 
about ten o’clock in the morning two canoes came into 
the harbour, wherein were Mr. BENGER, WILLIAM HAR- 
VEY, WILLIAM STEWARD, and WILLIAM RoBERTS? by 


them our people learnt that the battle was over, their com- 


panions all well, and that they would foon follow them. To- 


wards evening other canoes arrived, with Mr. M. WILSON, 
JOHN DuNCAN, NICHOLAS TYACKE, MADAN BLANCHARD, 
THOMAS WILSON, and THOMAS DULTON. The canoe 


which 
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which brought Mr. M. WILSON and JoHN DUNCAN, had 
been overfet. This accident arofe from a fquall of wind 
coming on fo fuddenly, that the canoe could not get its fail 
down quick enough to fave it; there were four natives in 
it, with Mr. WILSON and Mr. DuNcaAN. As the canoe was 
soing over, two of the men fecured the two mufquets, and 
holding them in one hand, buoyed up Mr. DuNcAN and 
Mr. WILSON with the other; whilft the remaining two made 
a {mall raft with the bamboos, ropes, paddles, and pieces of 
wood they could colleét. During the time they were float- 
ing the canoe righted itfelf. The other canoes that were in 
company being driven to a diftance, with much difficulty 
e{caped to the neareft fhore; but the inftant they had landed 
our people, they put offagain, and took up Mr. WILSON and 
DuNncaN, who could neither of them {fwim; by the time 
they were relieved they were both almoft exhautted, having 
been floating and clinging to the raft for the greater part of 
two hours. Two bayonets and a cartouch-box were lott by 
this accident, but happily no life. Captain W1ILson inftantly 
rewarded the men who had faved them, by giving them 
fome files, and fome pieces of iron to make hatchets. 

They were all received with great joy by their country- 
men at OROOLONG, and {till more fo, from their bringing 
back with them the welcome news of the King’s fuccefs. 
But as this forms not only a new, but a very interefting 
{cene, that I may lay it in the moft circumftantial manner 
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before the reader, I fhall here paufe awhile, as the narrator 
hefe events, and deliver the account of this expedition 
nearly in the words in which I received it from Mr. M. 
WILSON, who was himfelf an actor in the whole bufinefs. 
“The night we quitted OROOLONG we got to PELEW, 
‘‘ and the King was defirous of proceeding immediately on 
‘his way to ARTINGALL; but it proving very wet, we ob- 


‘¢ jected to it, on account of the rain damaging our arms 


: Ns, 
*¢ which he being made fenfible of, agreed to defer advanc- 
“ing till the enfuing evening. We were conducted to the 
‘‘ fame houfe where my brother and Mr. SHarp had been 
‘“‘ before entertained, and where we were fupplied with 
“* every accommodation that we could expect, or defire. 
‘‘On the evening of the next day we all affembled on 
*¢ the caufeway, or wharf, where alfo were the King, Raa 
** Koox, ARRA KOOKER, and the other Rupacks and great 
‘‘ officers; and we all went on board the canoes ftationed 
‘‘ there to receive us. We were followed to the fhore by a 
“number of old men, women, and children, who appeared 
“to be drawn together both by.curiofity and. intereft. 
“When the canoes were quitting the land, a conch-fhell 
‘was loudly founded, to notify our departure; and other 
‘¢ canoes difpatched to different parts of the ifland to colle& 
‘“‘ various detachments which were lying off in creeks and 
‘*remoter places, and only waited the King 


’s -fignal to 
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«* join 
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join him; which, in confequence of receiving, they foon 
“did. And thus reinforced, being upwards of two hun- 
“ dred canoes, we proceeded, during the night, towards 
<* ARTINGALL, but {topped, fome hours. before day-light, 
“at an land fubject to ABBA THULLE, where we went on 
“‘ fhore, upon a wharf, and flept on the ground for about 
“three hours; then re-embarked, and paffing through a 
*Jabyrinth of narrow channels, arrived off ARTINGALL 
‘a little before day-break; here they all halted till the 
“rifing of the fun, it being a maxim with the natives of 
«¢ PELEW, never to attack an enemy in the dark, or take 
“him by furprize. As the day came on, a {mall canoe, 
“ light-built, containing only four men, each man having 
“in his hair a white feather, ftuck upright (and which 
‘«« were the long feathers of the tail of the tropic-bird) fum- 
““moned the enemy to a parley; the perfon wearing the 
“white feather being regarded in the nature of a herald, 
“either bringing terms, or demanding to be heard, hoftili- 
* ties in this interval remained fufpended. 

“ ABBA THULLE had previoufly notified to the King 
“of ARTINGALL, that hé intended in a few days to offer 
“him battles fo the latter was not unprepared for the 
“event. The enemy, on feeing our fignal of parley, dif- 


«¢ patched a canoe to RAa Kook; who demanded to know 
“if they would fubmit to fuch terms as the King his brother 
“had propofed, by way of atoning for the injuries he com- 


f% ‘¢ plained 
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“‘ plained of. The canoe went back to the King of ARTIN~ 
*“ GALL, and, having communicated our propofition, re~ 
“ turned with a flat refufal; on which the General informed 
«his brother that the enemy was difpofed for war. The 
“ King then ordered the conch to be founded, and ftanding 
‘Sup in his canoe, in the f{carlet coat my bfother had given 
“ him, waved his chinam {tick in the air, as a fignal for the 
“ different fquadrons to arrange themfelves for battle. 

«“ Whilft this was doing, the enemy affembled their ca- 
“ noes clofe under the land, and kept blowing their conch- 
“¢ fhell, as in defiance of us, but did not feem difpofed to 
«quit the fhore and attack us. The ten Eng/i/b were di- 
“ vided in ten different canoes; the King taking one in his 
“canoe, the General another, and the reft going fingly 
«with one or other of the Rupacks; each Engli/bman hav- 
“ing a mufquet, cutlafs, bayonet, and piftol. There were 
‘¢ feveral light canoes, containing four men each, every one 
«having a white feather in his hair, the fame as in the 
“truce canoe; thefe were conftantly bufied in conveying 
«¢ orders from the King and the General to the other Chiefs. 
«They flew from fquadron to fquadron, to convey com- 
«mand, cutting through the water with aftonifhing velo- 
“city; and they were, for diftinction fake, called by the 
“ Encli/h the Frigate canoes. 

“« The King, perceiving a total unwillingnefs in the enemy 
“to quit their ftation under the fhore, and conceiving he 


re could 
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*‘ could not attack them in that fituation with any advan- 
“tage, difpatched fome of the Frigate canoes to order a 
‘¢ {quadron to conceal themfelves behind fome high land. 
“This arrangement being made, they exchanged a few dif- 
*¢ tant {pears ;—the conch then was founded, and the King 
Sef PELEW made a feint to run away, fhewing the example 
‘in his own canoe, and being immediately followed by the 
“‘ others, with much apparent precipitancy. 

“ This artful manceuvre of ABBA THULLE gave inftant 
* courage to the enemy, who, induced to think their anta- 
** gonift had been feized with a fudden panic, prepared in 
“* great hafte to quit the fhore, and began to give chace to the 
** King, whom they imagined was flying before them ; upon 
“‘ feeing this, the detached fquadron of canoes, that had 
“« been pofted behind the high land, rufhed out between the 
‘enemy and the ifland, to cut off their retreat. When the 
“King found his ftratagem had taken effect, he turned; 
“and made a fignal for the reft of his fleet to form them- 
*« felves into divifions and engage; whereupon a general at- 
*“ tack took place. The {pears were mutually directed with 
**much animofity, and the Ezg/i/b kept up a continual fire, 
“ which not only did great execution, but puzzled and be- 
“‘ wildered the enemy in the extreme, to comprehend how 
“Cor why their people dropped, without receiving any ap- 
** parent blow: they perceived they had holes in their bo- 
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dies, yet faw no {pear fticking in them, nor could they 
devife by what means they had thus in a moment become 


deprived of motion and life. 


*“ There is not generally above one able fpearman in each 


re 


* 


ra canoe th 


canoe, the reft of thofe who. are put into it, being only to 
paddle, and guide its motions; no fooner therefore did the 
‘ firing of the mufquets fpread difmay amongit the people 
han a different effect was produced in 


all rofe up in their canoes, and fet up fuch hallooine and 
fhouting, that the, whole air was filled with their noife, 
which greatly added to the terror of the enemy, who 
finding themfelves unequal to fo powerful an attack, be= 
“ took themfelves to flight.— The fquadron before men- 


tioned being in their rear, in fome meafure impeded their 
retreat, but not being in any degree equal to the force of 
the enemy, the greater part of the people of ARTINGALL 
were able to regain their own fhore. Six canoes only were 
taken, and nine prifoners, which they accounted a large 
number, it being feldom that they captured their enemies,, 
as the vanquifhed always endeavour to Carry away their 
‘¢ killed and wounded, that the victors may not have their 
‘‘ bodies to expofe. 

“ Our fleet now rode triumphant alon g the coaft of Ar- 


*' TINGALL, founding the conch in defiance of their adver- 
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« fary, and firing amongft them when any appeared near 
‘* enough to be reached by the mufquets. The engagemen 
«“ from beginning to-end- did not exceed three hours; after 
“ parading along their fhore, and in vain provoking a 
“ frefh combat, ABBA THULLE ordered the canoes to make 
«‘q difpofition to return, which was foon done, and we fet 
<< forward towards PELEW. 

<¢ All the nine prifoners had received wounds in battle; 
<¢ and, in fpite of whatever we could urge againft the cruelty 
“‘ of putting them to death, yet they would hear nothing in 
“their behalf, and foon exterminated them.—In juftifica- 
“¢ tion of a proceeding which fo ftrongly contradicted the 


“ general humanity of the natives of PELEw, they alledged 


“the neceflity of doing it for their own fecurity, affuring 
“ us that they had formerly only detained them prifoners, 


“and kept them as menial fervants, but that they always 


“ found means to get back to their own country, and hay- 
‘ing by living. among{t the PELEw people become well 
«¢ acquainted with the channels and creeks-of the ifland, 
‘‘ they had afterwards made ufe of that knowledge to land 
‘¢ frequently by ftealth, and commit great depredations ; and 
«that, on this confideration, that ftep which we fo much 
*¢ condemned had become neceflary to them. 

“‘ Among the prifoners was a Rupack, who had a bone 
‘Fon his wrift; the PELEw people, after he was. captured, 
{trove allin their power to take from him this mark of dig- 
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“nity, the Chief defended it with fingular courage, and loft 
“his life in endeavouring to fave his Order. When brought 
“to PELEW, his head was cut off, and ftuck on. a bamboo, 
‘‘ fixed up before the King’s houfe. 

“The canoe which brought me from the war had in it 
‘‘ two prifoners, one of whom had a broken thigh, and the 
‘¢ other wounded in feveral parts bysa fpear. Their cuftom 
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Cs 


is, when they go to battle, to trefs their hair in a particular 


¢ 


an 


manner, and to collect it in a great bunch at the top of 


~ 
aN 


their head; but as foon as they are captured they untie it, 
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™ 


pull it over their faces, and wait with firmnefs and intre- 


¢€ 


n~ 


pidity the exterminating blow, which they are fure to 
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a 


receive from the hands of their conquerors. When thefe 
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two unfortunate men, on coming into the canoe where I 


¢ 


nN 


was, by the above-mentioned difpofition had _teftified 


~ 


*“‘they were prepared for their fate, the natives ordered 
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n 


them to fit down in the bottom of the canoe, to which 


nw 


‘the one whofe thigh was broken, fubmitted; but the 
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other being refractory, refufed, and feemed by refiftance 
‘to provoke his deftiny, upon which one of the natives 


*‘ haftily fnatched my bayonet from my fide, and plunged 


¢ 


on“ 


it into his body: though the poor fellow was a confider- 
‘* able time bleeding to death, yet he never uttered a fingle 
*¢ oroan, or figh. 

*¢ Mr. BENGER alfo reported, that-he had by his intreaties 
* for two hours faved a wounded prifoner, when one of the 


“ King’s 
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* King’s people, who had been himfelf wounded by the 
“enemy, happening to fee him, fnatched Soocix’s Ma- 
*‘ lay Creefe*, and ftabbed him inftantly, before Mr. BEN- 
*¢ GER perceived the blow. This man, a native of ARTIN- 
** GALL, who had now for the firft time feen a white perfon, 
‘‘ fubmitted undauntedly to his fate; whilft expiring, he 
“¢ fixed his eyes on thegling/i/h, and feemed to die impreffed 
«‘ with nothing fo much as the colour of his new enemy. 

‘* ABBA THULLE in his return to PELEw ftopped, and 
«¢ went on fhore in feveral fmall iflands, which I underftood 
‘* were either fubject to him, or his allies; expofing publicly 
“¢ the dead bodies of his prifoners; and the people at all thefe 
“* places feemed to rejoice much at his victory, bringing out 
‘“‘fweet drink, and other refrefhments.— We could not 
«learn what number the enemy loft, but were confident 
‘it muft have been confiderable. Not a fingle perfon 
“of the King’s party was killed, though there were a few 
s¢ wounded. 

‘It was dark before we reached PELEW; on coming near 
“‘ it, the conch was founded to notify the King’s approach.— 
“ When we landed at the wharf from whence we had de- 
“‘ parted, a vaft concourfe of people were ready to receive 
“us, bringing with them a quantity of refrefhments. Here 


‘we ftopped till all were landed and got together (having 


* A kind of dagger ufed by the Malays. 
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“ dropped great part of our fleet by the way, who had filed 
“ off to their refpective homes) and then went up to PE- 
““Lew, where there was finging and dancing moft part 
“of the night; the natives attributing the fuccefs of the 
*“day to us, and often in their fongs repeating the word 


“< Englees. They expofed the déad bodies of their pri- 


a 
~ 
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oners feveral days, till they became moft horribly offen- 
“¢ five, and then they were either buried or thrown into the 


“Tatar 

Such were the particulars of the fecond battle of AR TIN- 
GALL, as brought by Mr. M. WILSON, and confirmed by all 
who were with him on the expedition. By our return- 
ed countrymen information was alfo brought, that ABBA 
THULLE purpofed to pay the Exg/i a vifit in four or five 
days. By what our countrymen could obferve, ARTINGALL 
appeared the largeft of any of the iflands. 

The pinnace was fent after breakfaft to the wreck, to fee 
what other materials could be procured; it returned in the 
afternoon, bringing fome good plank, and a large quan- 
tity of fpike nails, things of the utmoft fervice in the bu- 
finefs of conftructing the veffel. 

Encouraged by the fuccefs of the preceding day, the pin- 
nace again vifited the wreck, and brought back more of the 
fame kind of materials. 

After a ftormy night the day proving bad, little could be 
done till afternoon, when the weather clearing, eyery hand 


was 
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was bufied about the veffel. And the next day the pinnace 
was fent round for the timber that had been cut, almoft a 
fufficiency being now procured, the frame of the veffel 
being nearly completed; this day a furnace was conftructed 
to heat the plank, and the day following all were employed 
in dubbing the timbers, and getting the firft plank upon her 
bottom: more materials were alfo recovered from the wreck, 
together with five bags of rice. 

This day three more planks were got upon the bottom, 
and the boats brought fifteen bags of rice, which proved 
moft acceptable; our people at this time, though under- 
going very fevere daily labour, being at fhort allowance. 
The rice was greatly damaged by having been long under 
water, it would not boil to a grain, but to a jelly. Yet 
hunger and diftrefs give a relifh to many a difh, which in 
the lefs adverfe hours of life, the faucy appetite would look 
on with difdain ! 
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comes from PELEW to /folicit more Men, and a Swivel Gun, 
ing on a srand Expedition.—Aj sei ome Ex- 
aa on between Captain WILSON and the General, the 
i | Requef is granted, and the allotted Men return with Raa 
3 | Koox.—Mr.Suarp goes fome Days after to PELEW, fo 
on the General’s Son, who bad been wounded in the fecond Battle. 
— Arrives juft after’ bis Countrymen had returned from the 
grand Expedition, in which this young Man, whom he went 


to vifit, had been killed Attends Raa Kook to bis Son’s 


Funeral, of which an Account is given. 


S 


Monday 22. T was a great confolation to our countrymen that the 
ANTELOPE {till remained unfeparated, as many ufeful 
things were pamareise: procured from her. 
In the afternoon Tom Roser, who had been left after the 
‘I engagement, by the King’s defire, to give him more parti- 
cular information concerning the Exg#/p than he had hi- 
therto obtained, came up from PELEw, bringing with him 


a prefent from AsBa THULLE of a quantity of yams, and a 
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jar of moloffes, and at the fame time was charged to exprefs 
to Captain WILson, and his officers, his hope that they 
would not take it amifs that he had not as yet paid them his 
intended vifit, owing to his having been detained at PELEW 
by the great number of thofe who were come to pay their 
compliments to him from the other iflands on account of 
his late victory, and that had he come, they would all have 
attended him. Some of them having expreffed a defire of 
accompanying him to fee the Ezg/i/, he had diffuaded them 
from it, reprefenting to them that the ifland being very 
fmall, it would not afford fufficient water for fo many, and 
that their vifit would neceffarily put the Engli/b to great in- 
convenience. 

There appears to be a fingular attention paid by the 
King to our people, in this, as well as on every occafion. 
His mind feemed to be as confiderate as it was liberal. 
He had undoubtedly obferved how much the curiofity of 
his own attendants, whenever he went to OROOLONG, ine- 
vitably impeded our people’s operations, and forefaw, how 
in a ftill greater degree the crowding in of fo many ftrangers 
would add to their diftrefs; therefore, as the bufinefs of 
thefe ftrangers at this time was merely to pay their court 
to him, fo by remaining with them at PELEW he precluded 
them from teftifying any further wifh on this head. Yet 
whilit he managed this matter fo well for the fervice of the 
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Englifo, his delicacy was hurt, left, by not coming to ex- 
prefs his acknowledgments for their late fervices fo foon 


as he had promifed, they might be inclined to impute to 


him a forgetfulnefs of thofe obligations he felt he had te 


The pinnace having been fent this day to the wreck, at 
her return in the evening brought fixteen more bags of 
rice, and alfo information that the King had fent his canoes 
thither, and had carried away one of the fix-pounders. 

About noon to-day there was a heavy fquall from the 
northward, accompanied. with hard rain and much light- 
ning from the caftward, 

The planking of the veflel was now forwarded with great 
affiduity ; they brought from the wreck this day a quan- 
tity of nails and fome fheets of copper; it having been 
in contemplation to fheath the bottom of their new veffel, 
which was not above one fixth of the fize of the ANTE- 
LOPE; but this idea was very foon abandoned, for want of 


a fufficiency of copper nails to effect the purpofe.—No ca- 


upon the reef. 

Nothing occurred but the continued progrefs of the 
veffel—The jolly-boat was fent to fifh, but, without fuc- 
cefs. It was fingular that this was always the cafe; whe- 
ther our countrymen knew not the proper places to go 
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to, or the proper bait, but every attempt of this kind proved 
fruitlefs. 

One canoe came to the ifland to-day, and brought yams 
and cocoa-nuts ; more copper was got from the wreck, and 
a confiderable quantity of nails. 

Rad Koox arrived at OROOLONG in the evening, accom- 
panied by two ftrangers of- rank, who it was afterwards 
known were Chiefs of fome of the neighbouring iflands; 
they came in three canoes, and brought prefents of yams, 
cocoa-nuts, and three jars of moloffes.—Our people had been 
all the day bufied about the veffel, and were juft then going 
to prayers; allthe PELEW people attended the fervice, and 
behaved with the greateft decency: one or two of them 
happening to {peak, Raa Koox checked them; and they 
afterwards obferved {trict filencex—While at prayers, the 
Malay, SooGLE, arrived from PELEw with a meffage to the 
General from ABBA THULLE, and coming into the tent was 
going to deliver it; but Raa Kook, unwilling that the 
Engcl/b fhould be interrupted, made a motion with his hand 
to keep filence, till the Captain (to whom he pointed) had 
done reading. After prayers, having received the mefiage, 
he and the ftrangers entered into converfation with Cap- 
tain WILSON and his officers, and after fome time the Ge- 
neral afked for fifteen men, and one of the {wivel-guns, to 
go with them on another expedition.—The King, flufhed 
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with the advantages he had already gained by the friend- 
fhip of his new allies, feemed defirous to profit by their aid, 
and avenge himfelf of all his enemies.—Captain WILSON 
thought this a favourable opportunity to mention to the 
General fuch things as he conceived he had a right to com- 
plain of; firft, refpecting the coolnefs with which they had 
gone away on the laft expedition to ARTINGALL, and 
fhewed him an empty cartouch-box, to let him fee how 
much he was in want of that paper which fome of the 
canoes had carried off from the fhip.—He alfo complained 
that it had been fuggefted to his people when at PELEw, 
by the Ma/ay, that whenever the King appeared, the fame 
external marks of homage were expected from them as 
were paid him by his own fubjects, and that this was a 
matter which had much difturbed the Exei/h; he likewife 


informed the General, that the Exg//b could never confent 


- tO go again to war with his brother, if he meant to put 


their prifoners to death, as it was contrary to the nature and 
cuftom of their nation to hurt any who had fubmitted 
to their power; and finifhed by adding a word or two on 
the fubject of one of the fix-pounders having been carried 
away from the fhip, and exprefling an apprehenfion that 
fome mifunderftanding mutt have arifen, by their fending 
our people home without any of the Chiefs, or Rupacks to 
accompany them, by which inattention his brother with 
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another man was near being drowned; and fome arms alfo 1783. 
SEPr EMBER, 
were loft, notwithftanding the utmoft endeavours of the 
boatmen. 
The General being come to make this requeft of the men 
and f{wivel for this third expedition (which was intended to 
bea very formidable one) appeared exceedingly hurt at hear- 
ing all thefe matters, efpecially as there were two ftrangers of 
rank, who had accompanied him; and being alfo perfuaded 
that the attachment of our people to him was in every re- 
fpect as warm as his own, he had not a doubt but that he 
could prevail on them to grant the fwivel, although it had 
been refufed before :—what then muft his difappointment 
have been, when, inftead of having this wifh complied 
with as he expected, he heard nothing but complaints! 
His countenance, more expreffive than words, avowed what 
his feelings were, and the expreffive looks which he caft 
on Captain WILsow and his officers, fo ftrongly operated 
on their friendfhip, that they willingly liftened to his ex- 
planations. 


He broke filence, by afluring the Captain he would make 
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him and his people perfectly eafy in every particular cir- 
cumftance.—He began with the paper and cartouch-boxes, 
(fearing probably they had not ammunition ready for the 
expedition;) he aflured them that every endeavour had been 
wfed to get the paper that had been carried away from 
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the fhip, but there was none to be found, as what had 
been taken on fhore by the natives being thoroughly wet, 
dropped to pieces in their hands, and was therefore thrown 
away as wielefs.—He faid the white {tuff (meaning the long 
cloth given to the King and himfelf, and to AnRA KooxKER) 
was neverthelefs whole, and fhould be given back to them 


to make cartridges. 


qj 





That with regard to their going away 
abruptly, that was folely owing to Mr. BENGER’s hafte to 
put the men into the canoes.—As to their fending the 
Engl back in bad weather, without any Chiefs, that alfo 
was occaiioned by Mr. BENGER’s. anxiety to return; that 
they had ftrongly folicited him to defer it till the weather 
became more fettled, and other canoes were got ready.—He 
{aid it had not been always their ufage to put their prifoners 
to death, but they had been lately obliged to do fo from ne- 
ceflity, as fome of them had efcaped home, and returning 
had treacheroutly done them great mifchief; but affured 
the Captain that in future they fhould be all given up to the 
Engli/b to do with them whatever they pleafed.—That re- 
{pecting the great gun taken from the fhip, he had in com- 
miffion from the King to tell them of it;—that Appa 
THULLE, willing to keep the ftrangers that were vifiting him 
from interrupting the Exg/i//, had given them an account of 
the effect produced by their {mall arms, but, {till more to 
furprize them, wifhed to convey to them fome idea of the 
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_havock that might be made with one of our great weapons; 
that he had therefore fent for one to fhow them, and that 
the King had defired the General to fay it fhould now be 
fent back.—And laftly, as to his brother expecting any 
perfonal reverence from Captain WHutson’s people, he 
abfolutely difavowed any fuch idea having ever been enter- 
tained by the King; that it was a miftake, or a mifconcep- 
tion, nor ever cow/d have been withed or defired *. 

Thefe matters being now fatisfactorily fettled, Captain 
WILSON took his officers out, to confult with them on the 
requeft ; when it was judged right to confent to their having 
the {wivel-gun and ten men, but no more. This being 
refolved on, he returned into the tent, and acquainted Raa 
Kook with the determination; which pleafed him much, 
and they all went to fupper with our people in great good- 
humour. | 

After fupper the General informed Mr. SuHarp, that his 


fon had in the laft battle been wounded in the foot by a 


* This mifunderftanding had been occafioned folely by the AZalay. This artful 
fellow probably found, that the intereft he had with the King had declined in propor- 
tion as our people became more neceflary to him, and therefore had fet his brains to 
work to awaken diftruft amongft them ; in confequence of this, he had fugzefted 
this pretended requifition of the King, fuppofing it would difpleafe the Englifb, though 
in reality they never themfelves had the finalleft reafon to fuppofe fuch a wifh in the 
King ; and from the low cunning they found this AZalay 
him credit for a contrivance to make the King and o 
other ; aud there was caufe to believe he was under difgrace on account of this tranfac- 
tion, as he was not vifible for many days after. 
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guilty of, they readily gave 
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f{pear, but that he would {peak to him further on this matter 
the next morning.—As his two friends, the Rupacss, then 
wanted to go to reft, he requefted that he might take them 
to fleep in the veffel, as the tent was. too fimall for them. 
The fucceeding day the General again mentioned to Mr, 
SHARP his fon’s accident; he informed him, that part of the 
‘pear was broken in his foot, and could not be extracted 3 
requefting that he would go down to PELEW, to fee if it 
was poffible to draw it out. Mr. 'SHarp underftanding that 
the young man’s foot was greatly fwelled, and had been fo- 
mented, wifhed that the fomentation might be continued, 
as the beft means to abate the fwelling; acquainting the 
General, that having three of their beft men very ill, it 
would be out of his power to accompany him that day to 
PELEW, but as foon as they were better, he would imme- 
diately attend him. 

Mr. SHARP enquired of fome.of our people who. had been 
in the battle, by what means the youth had received this 
wound; and learnt that the fpear having been flung into 
his foot, by trying to pull it out, they had broken it fhort off; 
that the natives then applied a cord, faftened to the end of 
the {pear which remained in his foot, and had exerted great 
ftreneth to extract it, but the barb of the {pear having been 
forced between the fmall bones, the inflammation and {wel- 
ling, which immediately took place, rendered every effort 
ineffectual; and they would more eafily, in the ftate the 


limb 




































































THe PEL EW DISA NIDS. 


limb was, have pulled off his foot than have drawn out the 
fractured {pear. .A native, reputed to be {killed in thefe 
matters, was then fummoned to infpeét the wound; who, 
with a {mall knife, which he had got from the wreck, 
began to cut away the flefh, in order to lay the bone bare; 
but being probably prevented finifhing the operation, from 
the effufion of blood, after mangling the foot, they reforted 
to their accuftomed method of fomentation, which they 
were purfuing (as the General faid) when he left PELEW. 
About noon Raa Kook went from OROOLONG, taking with 
him the following men, and alfo the {wivel-gun, for the 
third expedition, viz. Mr. CUMMIN, Mr. M. WILSON, JOHN 
BLANCH the gunner, JoHN MEAL, JAMES SwiFT, NIcHo- 
LAS TYACKE, MADAN BLANCHARD, THOMAS WHITFIELD, 
THOMAS WILSON, and Tuomas DULTON. Mr. DEvis ac- 
companied them as a volunteer.—This expedition appeared 
to be of great confequence, as all the neighbouring Rupacks 
were this time to attend the King; whereas on the two former 
expeditions he had none but his own fubje&ts with hin 
cept the Exeli/p. 


Qs CX= 


The veffel was now fo fa advanced, that having planked 


her up as high as the bends, in the afternoon they began to 


trench under her bottom, in order to plank to the keel; 


this had like to have been deftructive to all their labours, 


for the tide, in the beginning of the night, rifing highe 
than ufual, broke into the trench, iufhed 


and had nearly wafhed 


= 
woke 10d away 
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away the blocks from under the veffel; but the accident 
was providentially difcovered in time, and all hands inftantly 
went to work, with the utmoft expedition, to fill up the 
trench, and fecure the veffel from falling off the ftocks, 
which kept them employed until near morning, when they 
found the danger far greater than what even they had fup- 
pofed, for fome of the blocks having been difplaced by the 
water, they were obliged to get wedges and fet her up, in 
order to reinftate them, and get her once more fecured; 
which being accomplifhed, they contrived a bank or dam 
to keep out the tide. This accident was the more unlucky, 
as three of their beft workmen were then ill, which, with 
the abfence of thofe gone to the war, made the labour fall 
heavier on the reft.—It may not be unneceflary, perhaps, to 
give an account how this bank, to keep out the tide, was 
formed :—The pinnace was laid a-ground, directly before 
the veffel, where they wifhed to ftop the tide; two holes 
were bored in her bottom, and fhe was filled with ftones, in 
order to fink her; at about a foot diftance, oppofite the pin- 
nace, was raifed a dry wall of large ftones, which was carried 
round each fide of the veffel beyond high-water mark; it 
was lined on the infide with fmall branches and twigs, faft- 
ened with ftakes and ftones, to prevent their wafhing away ; 
fand was then thrown on thefe branches, which, all together, 
compofed a bank of four or five feet thick ; and was con- 
tinued quite round the infide of the wall, and before the 
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pinnace it was made ftrongeft, as having the greateft weight 
of water to refift. When finithed, it effeCtually kept out the 
tide, and required no further trouble, than occafionally to 
throw a few bafkets of {and upon fuch parts of the wall as 
fettled by the wafhing of the tide. Owing to thefe various 
employments, it was not till Thurfday the fecond, in the af- 
ternoon, that they could get their dam completed, in a man- 
ner to be perfectly fecure; this accomplifhed, they again 
dug the trench, and the carpenter got one of the planks of 
the garboard ftrake on, The jolly-boat, being fitted with 
fails, was fent to PELEw for provifions; and, the three fick 
men being much recovered, the Captain defired Mr. SHARP 
to take his inftruments, and go in her, to fee if he could 
render any fervice to Raa Koox’s fon. 

In the abfence of fo many people, the bufinefs of the 
dock-yard was much impeded ;. it was neverthelefs followed 
up with every poffible diligence by the few Engli/bmen re- 
maining at OROOLONG, who, befide the fick, were only 
twelve in all: the Chinefe were employed in repairing the 
bank, bringing down timber from the woods, and fuch other 
ufeful work as they were capable of. 

The weather was very variable about this time, with 
much lightning from the eaftward, accompanied with fre- 
quent 4qualls and hard rain. 

Since the laft new moon, the tides were obferved to be 
remarkably high. The morning tides were very low, and 
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he 
| | i | 1783. ebbed very little; whereas the evening tides were high, and 
| ii ebbed a long way out, leaving the harbour quite dry. 
Hh Monday 6. The day opened dark and gloomy, with much thunder, 
| : 
lightning, and continued rain, fo that they could not go 
| ‘out of the tents to work before noon. They were very un- 
| eafy on account of the jolly-boat being abfent fo much 
| longer than they expected, as alfo at not hearing of the 
min fucceis of the expedition; but were relieved from their 
) | anxiety about one o’clock, by the arrival of the jolly-boat, 
which had left PELEw on Saturday morning, having been 
detained by the bad weather at the fmall ifland till this 
morning, from whence they came away ‘at day-light; 
they brought the welcome intelligence, that all our people 
were well at PELEW, having returned from the expedition 
on the Wednefday night preceding, in which they proved 
fuccefsful. They reported this to have been the fevereft ac- 
tion of any yet fought, it lafted near fix hours; the people 
of ARTINGALL, acting on the defenfive, behaved with great 
refolution. The King detained our people, and the Rupacks 
who accompanied him on the expedition, at PELEW, in or- 
der to entertain them with feafting and dancing; and fent 
in the boat fome yams and provifion, as alfo the fwivel, 
{| which they reported had done much execution. ABBA 
THULLE returned by Mr. SHarp the fhip’s coppers; this 
| was indeed a great acquifition to our people, who were 


in great want of them to boil their provifion, having 


hitherto 
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hitherto been obliged to drefs it in fome little kettles and 783, 
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faucepans, and defpaired of ever regaining the coppers, 

which had been carried away by the natives at their firft 

vifiting the wreck. Complaint of their want of them had 

been made to RAA Kook, and he, no doubt, acquainted the 

King therewith, who gave orders for diligent enquiry to be.. 

made after them, and, difcovering where they were fecreted,, 

had now returned them to the Exg//h by the jolly-boat ;— 

evincing by this, as well as by every other part of his con-. 

duct, the generofity of his difpofition, not allowing his 

people to detain from our countrymen any thing that had, 

been once their property, however valuable it might be in 

the eftimation of the natives. 

Mr. SHarp gave the following account of his vifit to 
PELEW :—That he got there about noon on the day he 
left OROOLONG, and landing, went immediately towards 
the General’s houfe, who feeing him, came out to. meet 
him, with a vifible concern on his countenance. Mr. SHARP 
immediately told him the purport of his vifit, fhewing him 
the inftruments he had: brought, which he told him he 
hoped. might be of much affiftance to his fon’s complaint ; 
he bowed, and affumed a more placid look, as if fenfi- 
bly touched with. this. mark of attention. He defired Mr. 
SHARP to follow him, and. led him to the Exg/i/hb houfe, 
around which he met all his countrymen, and where was 
alfo. the King, the CHIEF Minifer, together with feveral of 
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the Rupacks, fitting on the large pavement before the houfe 
allotted to our people. He went direétly to pay his refpeéts 
to the King and the Rupacks. The purpofe of Mr. SuHarp’s 


coming being known, he was informed by the Curer Mi- 


that they had extracted the fpear from the bottom of the 
foot, by forcing it through; and that the youth (who was 
about eighteen, and inherited all the fpirit and intrepidity 
of the father) finding that though he could not walk, yet 
that he was able to ftand up in a canoe, and throw a {pear, 
infifted that he would go on this expedition, which they 
expected’ would be fuccefsful, from the circumftance of 
their having the fwivel, which they had before fo much 
fet their hearts on; but that very early in the engage- 
ment, this gallant youth, eagerly endeavouring to get up 
clofe to the fhore, received a dart in his body, which en- 
tering between the throat and clavicle, he dropped, and 
died inftantly. 

After Mr. SHarp, and thofe who came with him, had 
partaken of fome refrefhment, which was brought out for 
them, Raa Koox, who was now returned, came up to Mr. 
SHARP and the boatfwain, who was a favourite of his, and 
defired they would follow him, which they did to the water- 
» Where they faw a very large canoe, with only two men 
in it. He then informed them, he waited for fome people, 


whom 
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whom he expected to have found there. Soon after twenty- 
one Rupacks appeared, who'were entire {trangers to Mr. 
SHARP, but who had affifted Appa THULLE in his laft expe- 
dition; Raa Koox defired Mr. SHarp and the boatfwain to 
go into the canoe firft, and a good deal of ceremony paffed 
among the Rupacks, to fettle who fhould go in the laft.—No 
Kind of intimation was given whither they were going, 
however it was foon perceived that they were directing their 
courfe to the little ifland oppofite to PELEw, about three or 
four miles diftant from it, and where they had {topped when 
they firft accompanied the General from OrooLonc. On 
landing, he took them a little way up the country, where 
there was a fquare pavement, furrounded by four or five 
houfes, which appeared to be uninhabited, as no people 
were moving about, and the grafs was growin g between the 
ftones of the pavement. After being feated, Raa Koox 
difpatched one of his attendants on a meffage, Mr. SHarp 
and the boatfwain remaining ftrangers to the purport of this 
invitation.—Our Surgeon, who had before fhewn his watch 
to Raa Kook, and fully explained to him its utility and de- 
lign, perceiving they were all very filent and grave, and re- 
collecting how much this little machine had entertained the 
General’s curiofity, pulled it out again, and put it into his 
hands, that he might thew it to the Rupacks, and communj- 
cate to them how exactly the Engl were able, by it, to 
meafure the divifion and lapfe of time; they appeared to be 
“4 all 
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all wonderfully aftonifhed at the account he gave them of 
its ufe and power, and not a little at hearing it tick.—It was 
near an hour before the meffienger returned, when the Ge- 
neral conducted them to the town, which was about half a 
nile diftant; they arrived at another {quare pavement, fur- 
rounded by a number of houfes ; in the middle of this {quare 
were quantities of yams and cocoa-nuts, in piles, with fweet 
drink and fherbet ; and on the outfide of the pavement was 
feated a great concourfe of people of both fexes. On Raa 
Kook and the Rupacks appearing, they all refpe€tfully rofe 
up. The General and his friends being feated, the atten- 
dants ferved out the provifions, firft to the General and his 
guefts, and then to the people who were placed round. It 
was obferved, that all the women who were in the crowd 
at the General’s arrival, as foon as the refrefhna@nts were 
handed about, withdrew ; and, what was very remarkable, 
all the cocoa-nuts which were brought on this occafion, 
were old nuts, whereas it had never been ufual at other en- 
tertainments to fee any but young ones ; however they took 
away the old ones which were placed before the Engif, 
and fet young ones in their room. 

When this repaft, which was eaten in the moft profound 


r 


ilence, was nearly ended, there was heard at fome diftance 


is 


the lamentation of women; Raa Kook touched Mr. SHarp, 
who was fitting next to him, on the arm, and without fpeak- 
ing, made figns to him with his hand: to go and fee what 


4 had 
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had occafioned this diftrefs; he and the boatfwain both rofe 
up, and directly went to the place whence thefe founds of 
forrow feemed to proceed, when they perceived a great 
number of women following a dead body, which was tied 
up in a mat, and laid on a kind of bier formed of bamboos, 
in fhape not unlike a chairman’s horfe, and fupported on 
the fhoulders of four men, no other males but the bearers 
attending. Mr. SHarRP and his companion were now per- 
fectly fatisfied that this muft be the funeral of Raa Koox’s 
fon, yet were much puzzled to know why it had been con- 
ducted fo filently, and that not a word or hint had been 
mentioned to them on the matter; whether it was from 
that determined firmnefs of mind which was armed againtt 
human weaknefs, or from whatever other motive, remained 
then, and {till muft remain, uncertain.—T hey arrived at 
the place of burial juft as the people were fetting down 
the bier, and laying the body in the grave prepared for 
it.—The corpfe was depofited without any ceremony; the 
men who had carried it began immediately, with their 
hands and feet, to throw the earth over it and fil up the 
grave, whilft the women knelt down, and with loud cries 
feemed as if they would tear it up again, unwilling to be 
deprived of the laft fight of a loved object, which death 
had {natched from them.—A heavy rain coming on, drove 
fome of the people away, as it did our two countr 


ymen, to 
the firit fhelter they could obtain. 
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When it cleared up they returned to RAA Kook and the 
Rupacks, who had alfo fheltered themfelves from the wea- 
ther. The evening advancing, and proving tempeftuous, 
they could not return to PELEW.—Mr. SHarp and his com- 
panion, with fome of the Rupacks, flept at the General’s 
houfe; the remainder of the company were provided for in 
other contiguous buildings. | 

Previous to their departure, the next morning, for the 
King’s ifland, Raa Kook took Mr.SuHarp and the boatfwain 
to a houfe not far diftant from the place where his fon had 
been interred the preceding evening; there was only an 
old woman in the houfe when they went in, who, on re- 
ceiving fome order from the General, immediately difap- 
peared, and foon after returned with two old cocoa-nuts, 
and a bundle of beetle-nut with the leaves; fhe alfo brought 
fome red ochre.—-He took up one of the cocoa-nuts, croffing 
it with the ochre tranfverfely ; then placed it on the ground 
by his fide.—After fitting very penfive, he repeated fome- 
thing to himfelf, which our people conceived was a kind of 
prayer, as he appeared a good deal agitated ; he then did the 
{ame thing by the fecond cocoa-nut, and afterwards croffed 
the bunch of beetle-nut, and fat penfively over it ; this done, 
he called the old woman and delivered her the two nuts, 
and the bundle of beetle-nut, accompanied with fome direc- 
tions.—Mr. Swarp and his companion, obferving her go 
towards the young man’s grave, their curiofity would have 


induced 
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induced them to follow her, in order to have obferved the 


conclufion of this ceremony ; but peculiarly circumftanced 
as the diftreffed father then was, they felt an unwillingnefs 
to tref{pafs on his feelings, by teftifying any defire after fur- 
ther information. 

At their return to PELEwW, their countrymen much 
wondered what had occafioned their abfence, of which 
being informed, they in return related that they had alfo 


been witneffes of the funeral of another young man, who 


had fallen in the laft battle.—But this we need not notice ° 


here, referving it to that part of the work which will de- 
{cribe the manners and cuftoms of PELEW. 

The General conducted Mr. SHarp to the King, wha 
was then feated in the fquare, and who defired to fee 
the inftruments which he had brought with him, in the 
kind intention to have affifted his deceafed nephew; our 
Surgeon fent for them to Raa Kook’s houfe, in whofe care 
they had been depofited; they were foon produced, and Mr. 
SHARP, by the interpreter, explained to him feparately the 
ufe of every inftrument. The furprize and pleafure the 
fight afforded Asga THULLE was fo great, that he begged 
Mr. SHARP would go with him, juft by, to where feveral 
Rupacks were lodged (who were come to pafs a few days 
with him on account of his late fuccefs) that they might 
alfo be indulged with a view of thefe inftruments. A full 
explanation of the different purpofes to which they were 


applicable, 
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1783. applicable, was again given to thefe Chiefs, in whom it cer- 
OCTOBER. ; 4 
tainly produced great amazement. They examined the 
knives, and faws for amputation, with wonder; and pro- 
bably had their imaginations half overfet by the ideas, 
which all thefe objeéts, fo new and fo fingular, muft have 
{farted in their minds. 
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The Men who had been on the third Expedition to ARTINGALL 
return—an Account of tt given.—Captain W1LSon invited 
by the King to vifit the Rupacks, who had attended as Allies 
in the laft Battle.—Accompanies the King and his Brother to 
Some Ifands to the Northward, where there was much Fe/fii- 
vity on the Occafion.—Is received with great Ho/pitality, and 
after Five Days Abfence. returns to OROOLONG. 


BOUT eleven o’clock in the forenoon all the warri- 

ors returned to OROOLONG, perfectly well, in high 

fpirits, and greatly pleafed with the treatment they had re- 

ceived from their PELEw friends:—Raa Koox accompanied 

them, with four canoes, bringing fome yams, and two jars of 
moloffes. 

With refpect to the third expedition, I fhall purfue the 
fame method as I did in the defcription of the fecond battle 
of ARTINGALL, and deliver the particulars of it as I myfelf 
received them from Mr. M. WiLson, who was prefent af it 
and which particulars were fully confirmed by every report 
of the tranfaction to the Captain. 

“The outfet of this bufinefs was nearly the fame as in 


“the fecond expedition, though the number ef canoes 
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“‘ far exceeded thofe which accompanied the King before.— 
“‘ When we got to ARTINGALL no canoes were feen, though 
“the ufual previous notice had been fent of our coming to 
* attack them.—The PELEw people being unable to provoke 
“ the appearance of the enemy, landed, and went alittle way 
‘*‘ up from the fea-fhore. Raa Koox now took the command, 
‘and conducted the troops; the King remaining in his 
‘* canoe, and occafionally difpatching the Frigate canoes with 
*‘ orders to him and ArRA KOOKER.—We were entreated 
“‘not to land; we however, perceiving that the enemy 
** were beginning to defend themfelves, jumped on fhore to 
*‘ affift our friends, and befieged fome houfes poffeffed by 
“ the enemy.—The {wivel, which had been fixed in a canoe 
“* which the natives had prepared for the purpofe, with great 
*‘ ingenuity and judgment, played conftantly on the houfes 
“which were filled with people; our mufquetry covering 
*‘ the PELEw people, foon diflodged the enemy, and one of 
‘¢ the houfes was by fome accident prefently in flames.—We 
‘‘ were often greatly annoyed by the enemy, who rufhed 
‘¢ down on us with a fhower of {pears; in return, whenever 
‘¢ we perceived them coming, a brifk fire was kept up, which 
“* not only difperfed them immediately, but in all probability 
«* muft have killed a confiderable numbex of them.—ARRA 
“ KookeEr, who had gone further than any other in purfuit of 
“‘ the enemy, afcending a hill in fight of the canoes, and ob- 
*‘ ferving one of the ARTINGALL people coming down, ftept 


unnoticed 









































DE, PEUEWI TSR AN DS, 





“unnoticed amongft fome bufhes to let him pafs, and then 
“* purfuing him down the declivity, ftunned him with a blow 
“ from his wooden {word *, and was dragging hima prifoner 
“¢ to his canoe, when THomas WILSON, feeing feveral of the 
“ enemy rufhing down on ArRA KookeEr, and that he mutt 
¢ inevitably have been killed, ran immediately to his af- 
“ fiftance, and levelled his piece at the ARTINGALL people, 
“‘ which they perceiving, inftantly betook themfelves to 
“flight; this was a circumftance the more fortunate, as 
*¢ ‘THOMAS WILSON had expended his whole ftock of am- 
*‘ munition in covering the landing, and had actually at the 
*¢ time no charge in his mufquet. 

*¢ The natives of ARTINGALL behaved with much courage 
“in this engagement; they defended the houfe that took 
“fire to the laft, nor quitted it till it was ready to fali.— 
‘One of the PELEW people alfo on this occafion diftin- 
“guifhed himfelf in a very extraordinary manner; he 
‘ran to the houfe while it was in flames, tore off.a burn- 
* ing brand, and carrying it to another houfe, where many 
“ of the enemy had taken fhelter, fet it on fire, and (the 
“materials of their buildings being very combuftible) it 
“was quickly burnt down; the man, after accomplifhing 
** this bold atchievement, had the good fortune to return to 
‘his companions unhurt; the King publicly rewarded him 


* The fame fort of weapon was prefented to Captain WiLson at Emunas, and is 
figured in plate JI, N° r. 
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‘“‘ for his courage, by immediately placing with his own 
“‘ hands a ftring of beads in his ear, and making him after- 
*¢ wards an inferior Rupack on his return to PELEw. 

“In this action five canoes were deftroyed, which the 
“enemy had hauled on fhore, and alfo their wharf or 
*¢ caufeway, which was much longer and broader than that 
‘fat PELEW. Befide doing much other damage to the ene- 
“my, they brought away the ftone on which the King of 
** ARTINGALL fits when in council; this afforded occafion 
“for great rejoicings when they got back, although thefe 
** were not fo truly felt as after the fecond battle, the triumph 
“ of the day being overclouded by the death of Raa Koox’s 
*‘ fon, and another youth of note, both killed in this engage- 
‘ment, as alfo from having thirty or forty of their people 
“ wounded, feveral of whom died in confequence thereof, in 
“a few days after their return to PELEW *.” 

This morning Mr. BARKER unfortunately fell backward 
from one of the ftages, and was much hurt.—Our men 
being now employed about the veffel, and Raa Koox 
waiting with two canoes at OROOLONG, Captain WiLsoN 
went, by the particular defire of the King, to pay a vifit to 
the Rupacks who attended him on the laft expedition. The 


Captain was accompanied by his fon HENRY WILso Ny 


* The carrying off the regal ftone from ARTINGALL might add as much imaginary 
glory to the day as our firft Epwarp’s bringing to WesTMINSTER the inauguration 
ftone of the Kings of ScoTLanp. 
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THOMAS DULTON his fervant, and the linguift.—A fter they 
had got out of the harbour they waited fome time for the 
canoes, which had been fifhing.—The General fent a turtle 
and fome fifth to the tents, and took the reft to PELEW, where 
they arrived about ten o’clock at night; the King had been 
gone an hour before to the great ifland called EMUNGS, 
where thefe Rupacks lived, but had left his eldeft fon, Qur 
BILL, to receive Captain WILSON and go forward with him. 
—Raa Kook afked the Captain if he liked to follow his bro- 
ther ; but he declined going any further till mornin g, feeling 
himéelf indifpofed. 

About feven o’clock the next morning they embarked in 
Raa Koox’s canoe; the General was accompanied by two 
of his wives, having eleven men to paddle, and taking with 
them provifion for the day ; they went to the northward 
about ten or twelve leagues, and about noon were off the 
mouth of a rivulet that ran up into the ifland of EMUNGS, 
where ABBA THULLE then was.—Raa Koox here orna- 
mented his canoe with fhells, and founded his conch, to give 
notice of his arrival. 

This rivulet was both narrow and fhallow, its fides full 
of mangrove trees, which in feveral places were cut away to 
make a free paffage for the canoes to pafs up and down.— 
In their paffage to get into the rivulet or creek, they were 
frequently in danger of being a-ground, which the natives 


feemed much to fear, on account of the fharp coral-{tones 
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upon the banks; it was neceflary for them to keep a 
good look-out, as they had frequently fudden tranfitions 
from deep to fhalow water.—After advancing near a mile 
up this creek (through part of which, it being low-water, 
the boatmen were obliged to get out andtrack the canoe) 
they came in fight of fome houfes; the conch fhell was 
again founded, when three or four young men appeared, but 
returned back immediately, as if furprized; RAA Kook, on 
feeing this, ordered two of his men to go up to the houfes, 
who returned with a piece of board, on which they feated 
Captain WILSON, andaflifted by two otherstook him on fhore, 
Raa Kook walking by his fide, the canoe being a-ground. 
The bank of the river was. by this. time crowded with the 
natives ; through this throng they were conducted to a large 
houfe, where the novelty of feeing:- men of a different co- 
lour to themfelves had drawn together a. frefh concourfe of 
people, whofe curiofity was {till more raifed by what they 
had heard of them in the late different expeditions.—The 
Captain and his.companions: {tayed at this place about half 
an hour, to reft themfelves, and gratify the natives,. who 
appeared exceedingly defirous to touch them; they then 
walked about a quarter of a mile further, where ABBA 
THULLE with the Rupacks were expecting their arrival.— 
They found the King and the-Chiefs in a large houfe or 
public building ; the former made figns to Captain WILSON 
to. it down.—They remained there about two. hours, and 


then 
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then went to vifit the Rupack of the town, who was a very 
old man and unable to walk, being accompanied by Raa 
Kook, who introduced them. A kind of ftool or low table 
covered with boiled yams, a tub of {weet drink, and a fifth 
were fet before them.—They tafted them, and remained 
about half an hour with the old Rupacs, and returned to 
the great houfe, whither the provifions were fent after them. 
—About five o’clock in the evening a dancing began, after 
the manner of the country, at each end of the oufide of the 
great houfe, and another at a houfe a little diftant, where 
another large company were with Anra Kooxer and the 
King’s eldeft fon, Qui Bitt.—Supper was ferved by two 
butlers. It was obferved, in the houfe where Appa THULLzZ 
was, that though an allotted fhare, or portion of the enter= 
tainment was ferved to each Rupack, his family and guettsy 
yet none of them touched a bit till the King gave the word 
to eat; neither did they at night lie down-to-fleep until-he 
was covered with his mat. ; 

The dancing continued the whole night, with finging, 
the women joining in both, which altogether made a ter+ 
rible noife; and our people having only rough uneven 
boards to fleep: on, with-a boat cloak {pread’ under: them, 
and a jack for a coverlid, they may be rather faid to have 
lain down, than refted:\—Thefe diverfions did’ not ceafe till 
ten,o’clock the next morning, and at three in:the afternoon 
were renewed for an.hour; when two parties of the natives 
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came from a wood that was clofe to the town,-and rufhing 
out by different ways, reprefented to the fpectators.a mock 
ht; after which they joined in one band, and began a kind 
of dance, with their {pears in their hands; during which four 
large {pears were brought and prefented to Captain WILSON 
by the Chief of the band, one at a' time, he making a fhort 
{peech at the delivery of each of them, and then returned to 
join the dance; he alfo prefented the Captain with a fword, 
made of very hard wood, and curioufly inlaid with fhell.— 
This dance laf{ted about an hour; when it was ended, Captain 
WILson enquired of the linguift the meaning of fome hu- 
man {kKulls he faw placed over the outfide of the doors at the 
ends. of the great houfe; he direCily went and afked. Raa 
Koox, who gave him: the following account :—That the 
Rupacks and principal-men of EmMuNncs having gone on 
{ome particular occafion to another ifland, taking with them 
a confiderable number of the inhabitants, a party of the 
ARTINGALL people landed at their town, and killing many 
who could not efcape into the woods, fet their houfes on 
fire; the news of which being brought to ABBA THULLE, 
he immediately affembled his canoes and warriors, and 
went and attacked them before they had quitted the place; 
that being fo unexpectedly befet, many were killed, and the 
ref{t fled, fome in their canoes, and others into the woods; 
that the Rupacks and people of EMuNGs returning at this 
juncture, few of the ARTINGALL people efcaped; and that 
thofe 
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thofe were the heads of fome of the Chiefs.—This affair 
appeared not to have happened very long before, as the 
materials of the houfes which had. been deftroyed looked 
ftill rather frefh, nor were overgrown with weeds at, that 
time.—In the evening they renewed their merriment, which 
continued till midnight, when they went to reit. 

The morning was ufhered in with new dances. After 
breakfaft there was much heavy rain with thunder and 
lightning; in the afternoon the weather clearing, the old 
Rupack of the place came down to the raifed fquare pave- 
ment, which was at one end of the great houfe where our 
people were; he was brought on a board flung with a rope 
at each end, and carried by four men.—After he was feated, 
a meffenger came and {poke to ABBA THULLE, who imme- 
diately faid fomething to the Rupacks in the great houfe, 
and they all went out on the pavement, and feated them- 
felves with much refpect; ArnBpA THULLE alfo quitted the 
houfe, leaving none but the Exg//f in it; yet did not go to 


the old Rupack, or take any notice of the ceremony carrying 


on, but fat down under a tree, where he could not be ob- 


ferved, and amufed himfelf in making the handle of a 
hatchet.—After fome time fpent in converfation, the old 
Rupack diftributed beads to the other Rupacks, in the follow- 
ing manner:—The old Rupack-gave them to an officer in 
Waiting, who advancing into the middle of the fquare, and 


holding 
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holding them up between his fore-finger and thumb, made 
a {hort {peech, and with a loud voice called out the perfon’s 
name for whom they were defigned, and immediately ran 
and gave them to him, and then returned in a flow pace to 
the old Rupack for the next, which was prefented in the 
fame manner.—Captain WiLson remained in the houfe 
obferving the ceremony, till the linguift was fent to him, 
when he went out, and was directed to a feat near to his 
friend Raa Kook, and foon after two tortoife-fhell fpoons, 
and a itring of red beads, which were made from a coarfe 
{pecies of cornelian, were brought forward, which the be- 
fore-mentioned officer holding up, called out Evg/ees, and 
inftantly ran and prefented them to the Captain —AsBa 
‘THULLE’s beads, which were of glafs *, were given to RAA 
Kook, who perfonated the King on this occafion. 

There certainly appears, from what has been faid, to 
have been fome etiquette, not properly underftood by our 
people, in ABBA THULLE’s retiring whilft the old Rupack 
was diftributing his favours.—There was reafon to fuppofe, 


that if their rank was the fame, yet the ceremonials of 


* The beads firft fpoken of were of their own making, being a kind of coloured earth 
baked: they made them alfo at PeLEw, but our people had never any opportunity of 
feeing how they were manufaétured.—They alfo confidered as beads the glafs ones 
laft mentioned, being only bits of broken glafs, which they had the art of drilling; fome 
beads they faw of this kind were made of green and white glafs, being fmall pieces of 
broken bottles which had been got out of the ANTELOPE, 
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their perfonal interview might not be fufficiently fettled, 
fo as to admit of their meeting on terms of equal dignity 
on both fides. Therefore the King of PeLew, though actu- 
ally prefent, was only prefumed to be fo in the perfon of 
his brother the General; who, as appears before, anfwered 
for him, and in his name received that teftimony of re{pect 
with which one fovereign was pleafed to greet another. 
When the old Rupack had diftributed all his favours, a 
general converfation took place among the Chiefs, which 
continued for about an hour; after which the old Chief 
was put on his board, and carried back in the fame manner 
he had been brought to the fquare. Fifth, yams, and other 
refrefhments were then given to the attendants of ABBA 
THULLE and the other Rwpacks.—The evening was pafled 
in the great houfe, as before. 

In confequence of Captain WILson having requefted to 
return to OROOLONG, the conch-fhell was founded at day- 
hight, and the canoes got in readinefs for departure. At 
eight o’clock they all went to the houfe where they firft 
landed, and here, before they embarked, Raa Koox ex- 
prefied a with to fire a mufquet; but having no idea of 
the fhock it would occafion, and holding it loofe, it ftruck 
his fhoulder with fuch force as threw him backwards, and 
it fell from his hands. He exprefled much furprize that 
the Exg/p could do this with fo much eafe, and that he 
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was neither able to ftand or hold it when fired. They now 
went on board, and fell down the creek, it being near 
Hit high-water. After they had got to the outlet of the creek, 
) one of the Rupacks, who was going to the northward, where 
he lived, parted company, carrying away in his fuit eight 
or nine canoes. This Rupack, whofe name was Maatu, 
had two Bones on his arm. Captain WiLson had given 
gh ABBA THULLE the fpaniel dog, which the King had with 
him at this time. When they were out of the creek, and 
MAATH was taking leave, ABBA THULLE delivered to 
him the dog, and alfo the fcarlet coat; but they were 
afterwards returned to him, as our people faw him wear 
. the coat when he went againft PELELEW, and faw the dog 
i frequently afterwards at PELEW; which fatisfied them that 
they were only lent to Maaru to take to his ifland, that he 
might fhew them to his own people, Captain W1Lson 
having declined going to vifit them, though {trongly fo- 
licited, excufing himfelf on account of the long time it 
would occafion his being abfent from OrooLonc.— 
ABBA THULLE and his train, which confifted of about forty 
canoes, returned to the fouthward. About ten o’clock they 
were overtaken by a violent fquall of wind, with much 
thunder, lightning, and rain, which obliged every canoe to 
fhift for itfelf; the boatmen, in that canoe where the Cap- 
I fain was, jumped overboard, to avoid being wetted with the 
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rain *, holding by the canoe with one arm, and keeping it as 
it were at an anchor; but finding the rain continue after the 
thunder had ceafed, they made for the fhore, which having 
reached, the boatmen very expeditioufly kindled a fire, by 
rubbing two pieces of wood together. The Captain remark- 
ed, that at each flafh of lightning Raa Koox’s two wives, 
who were in the fame canoe with him, fheltered under his 
boat-cloak, muttered fomething that feemed to be a prayer, 
er ejaculation; Raa Kook covered himfelf with his mat. 
About noon the weather cleared up, and they joined the 
King, who gave our people boiled fifh for dinner, fome- 
what refembling mullet. About one o’clock all landed; 
and the King and his retinue, with our people, walked up 
the country about a mile, toa town called ARAMALORGOO, 
where was exhibited a dance of fpearmen; after which 
the ufual fort of refrefhments were ferved to the com- 
pany. They then returned to their canoes, and came to a 
place called EMILLEGUE, which appeared to be a diftiné& go- 
vernment, as a formal invitation came off from. the Rupack, 
or Chief of that ifland, to folicit the company to land. It 
was a large town, fituated about a mile from the fea-fhore. 


The Rupack was a fat, good-looking, friendly old man; and 


* Notwithftanding the natives bathed daily in frefh water, yet they all appeared to 
have a great diflike at being wetted by rain; it is probable the fpattering of it on their 
naked bodies might create an unpleafant fenfation. 
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by every mark of external refpect paid to him, feemed to be 
a perfon of confiderable confequence. 

Our people conceived the idea, that fome etiquette 
here alfo operated on the King of PELEW, as he would 
not himfelf go on fhore, but ftayed in his canoe, though 
it was his wifh that all the reft of his company fhould 
land. They were here entertained with a dance, and 
treated with fome broiled pigeons, &c. They alfo were 
invited to, and moft kindly received at two or three pri- 
vate houfes. It was night before they got back to the 
canoes, and being dark, the people were fo hofpitable. that 
they would walk with them, and. conduct them in fafety to 
the water-fide, bearing lighted torches in their hands, and 
taking them by the arm whenever the path was uneven or 
difficult. 

About ten o’clock Captain WILSoNn and his party arrived 
at PELEW; the King’s canoe not being come in, no per- 
fon offered to go on fhore, the fame was obferved by all the 
other canoes; nor till the King went on fhore was any thing 
removed from the boats. And here I mutt notice, that 
though thefe ceremonials were obferved by all ranks to 
ABBA THULLE, even by his brothers Raa Koox and ARRA 
KOOKER, yet Captain WILSON and the Eng/ih were exempt 
from them; and Raa Koox gave him to underftand the 
Engle might land when they pleafed; but the Captain, 


finding 
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finding this was an eftablifthed form, chofe to remain in the 
canoe, out of refpect to the King, and in compliment to the 
General.—Our people ftayed all night at the houfe by the 
water-fide, ApBA THULLE remaining with them. A coun- 
cil was held, before they went to fleep, confifting of the 
King, his brothers, and the chief Rupacks who had returned 


to PELEW; the purport of which was made known next 
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day at breakfait, by Abba THULLE’s afking’ the Captain if Monday 53. 


he would go with him once more to battle ?—Whao replied, 
that he muft confult his officers and people at OROOLONG, 
before he could with propriety give an anfwer; that when 
he left the ifland many of them were fick, nor could he tell 
but that at his return he might find others ill alfo; but 
thould that not be the cafe, he would with pleafure comply 
with his wifhes. The King then afked, why the jolly-boat 
had never been once down at PELEW for yams, fince the 
time the Captain had been with him at the iflands? Captain 
WILSON an{wered, that they had only one boat in ufe, the 
other being funk at the head of the new veffel, to make a 
bank to keep off the tide.—The weather, that had been 
{qually, being now clearing, and the wind getting to the 
N.E. our people left PELEW about eleven in the forenoon. 
They {topped an hour at the fmall ifland, and reached 
OROOLONG about four in the afternoon; Raa Kook return- 
ing with them. 

On 
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| | 17826 On arriving at OROOLONG, it was with great fatisfaction 

OBER they found Mr. BARKER fo well recovered from his accident 
as to be able to go about. The veffel alfo was much for- 
| warded, all her beams laid, and moft of them fecured.—The 


i General, ever attentive to the intereft and fervice of our 
| | countrymen, fent back immediately all the canoes (except 


his own, in whom he could confide) that they might-not 


oO 


tT. 1) pilfer, or be guilty of any mifdemeanor. 
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Proceedings at OROOLONG.— The General remains with 
the Englifh.— Intelligence is brought to him that the 
People of ARTINGALL were come to fue for Peace.—The 
King arrives the next Day, and for the firft Time brings one 
of bis Wives, bis favourite Daughter, and feveral of their 
Female Attendants.—He continues at the Back of the Ifand 
three or four Days, during which Time the General, who 
went with him, was much indif/pofed.—Mr.Suarp vifits 
him, and relieves his Complaint.—The King, with Raa 
Kook, and bis Retinue, return to PELEw.—He fends the 
Englifh /ome Colours to paint their Veffel—Mr. SHarp goes 
to PELEW fo enquire after Raa Koox’s Health, whom he 


jinds getting well, 


ry XHE jolly-boat went this morning for water, but found Tuefday 14: 
the well dry, there being feven canoes already there. 

It was under{tood from Tom Rosse, that they preceded the 

King, who was coming with men and boats to brin gon fhore 

all the fhip’s guns. In the courfe of the day our people got 

fome water, and a fmall canoe brought a few fith, and a fine 


fea craw-fifh. 
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The cook having been very negligent in his bufinefs, 
{poiling often the rice, and being fufpected, in concert with 
one of the China-men, his affiftant, of appropriating to them- 
felves part of the very {mall quantity of meat they could af- 
ford to boil with it; he was ordered to be punifhed with a 
Cobsing. In confequence of the regulations before mention- 
ed to have been made amongft themfelves, this was carried 
by a majority. The Cobding was performed by ftripping 
him to the waift, and tying his hands againft a tree, to keep 
him extended; when one man, with a thin flat piece of 
wood, like a battledore, impofed the number of ftripes he 
was ordered to receive. The cook’s affiftant was alfo punifh- 
ed in like manner; and another China-man for wounding 
one of his countrymen on the head with a ftone. Raa 
Kook, feeing thefe fellows tied up, appeared concerned, and 
applied to Captain WILSON to beg them off; but the fafety 
of this littke community abfolutely required that regularity 
and obedience fhould be preferved; and this was fully ex- 
plained to the General, as an apology for his requeft not 
being complied with. He ftood by, however, whilft the 
punifhment was inflicted ; and not finding it was of a ferious 
nature, feemed convinced our people were right; and when 


the China-men came to receive the fame difcipline, they fet 


up fo lamentable a cry, that he was even diverted by their 


pufillanimity. 
This afternoon three canoes eame to the watering-place, 
in one of which was a woman, the’ firft that had been feen 
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at OROOLONG by the Exglifh; they afterwards came round 
to the harbour, when the woman came on fhore; who, 
after viewing the veffel, went up to the {mith’s-fhop, and 
from thence to the cook’s habitation. After looking about 
with much attention, fhe came back to the veffel; which 
fhe examined again for a few minutes, and then returned 
to her canoe. She was not accompanied by any one of the 
men from the canoes. Our people never could learn who 
fhe was, as Raa Koox was gone off at that time to the 
wreck. She appeared to ftep cautioufly, but {till was excited 
by her curiofity to peep about every where. It was judged 
they came from EMILLEGUE, no one recollecting any PE- 
LEW countenance among them. The bottom of the veffel 
was this day begun to be caulked, as alfo her deck to be 
Jaid. 

The jolly-boat {till continued her vifits to the wreck, 
from whence fhe generally brought fomething that was 
of fervice. A canoe came into the harbour with fifh, and 
a turtle of about two hundred pounds weight. Raa Koox 
fent the turtle to the King, but gave our people moft of 
the fifh. In the afternoon a canoe came from PELEW, to 
notify to the General the arrival of the Cu1er Miniffer of 
ARTINGALL at that place, who had brought with him 
offers of peace. Notice of it was alfo fent to Captain 


WILSON. 

























1783. 
OCTOBER, 


Thurfday 
16. 














ee a 





= ees 

























A ON AGL OW Nut, OF 


heey le 


KAA KOOK appeared much pleafed with the news, and 
teld the Captain that he fuppofed this was the reafon 
why his brother Anza THULLE was not. come up before, 
but that he would be at GrooLoNnG the next day.—A_ ca- 
noe wanting to enter the harbour in the night, the watch 
fired to keep it off; but it came in the next morning, and 
brought fome fifth. The General gave our people three, 
which ferved every one for dinner, and was the faving, 
of two hams; the reft of the fith being kept for the King, 
who arrived about ten o’clock in the harbour, attended. 
by nine canoes. With him came his youngeft daughter, 
ERRE BEss, and eight or nine women, who, except the fin- 
gle woman juift before mentioned, were the firft who had 
vifited OROOLONG. Before ABBA THULLE came on fhore, 
the General, who went out to meet him, had given him an 
account of every thing that was going on. The King ordered 
a prefent of yams, cocoa-nuts, and {weetmeats, to be given to 
our people; after which he landed.. He led his daughter by 
the hand on fhore, who feemed to be about nine years of age; 
and of whom then, as well as on all future occafions, he feemed 
to. be immoderately fond. The General took care of all the 
other females, and fhewed them about the cove. The King, 
after apologizing to Captain WiLsan for not having been 
able to come to OROOLONG earlier to thank him for his fer- 
vices, feemed impatient to view the works carrying: on. 
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Ele took the Tackelbys, or artificers who came with him, to 
fee the veffel, and appeared much dehghted' to obferve 
the form it had taken fince he had laft been on the ifland, 
and was quite aftonifhed at the conveniences he found it 
had. Then going within the barricade, he was attracted by 
the boys f{pinnine {pun-yarn, which much pleafed him. 
His brother then took-him into the China-men’s tents, who 
were all employed in picking oakum.—Amon 2 the women 
whom Raa Koox conducted about the cove, there was one 
who ftruck all our countrymen as being fuperior in ele- 
gance and beauty, as well as in her graceful manner of walk- 
ing, to any female’they had noticed at PELEw; fhe was very 
young, and they could not help making fome enquiries about 
her of the General, who informed them that fhe was one of 
the King’s wives, and was called LuprE ;—this lady, as. well 
as all her female companions, teftified that decree of furprize, 
which the firft fight of our different works had excited in al} 
the other natives. 

After they had amufed themfelves in feeing every thing 
that was going forward, a canvafs was fpread in the cove for 
the King, the General, and the ladies ; the Captain enter- 
tained them with fifth, and boiled rice mixed with moloffes 
to {weeten it; which never having tafted before, they feem- 
ed to relifh very much. 

The King, in converfing with the Captain, wanted to 
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know where he kept his powder, and how much he had; 
he anfwered, that the gunner, who had the care of it, was 
abfent, but when he came home in the evening he would 
enquire. ABBA THULLE feeming to recollect that there 
might be fome impropriety in the queftion, changed the 
difcourfe inftantly, nor refumed it any more. He faid he 
was come to get the great guns on fhore, and afked if he 
fhould bring them to OROOLONG, or take them to PELEW? 
Captain WILSON went out and confulted the Chief Mate, 
when it was thought beft to pay him the compliment of 
faying he might take them all to PELEW except one, which 
would be wanted to go with the veffel. 

ABBA THULLE informed the Captain that he was now 
at peace with moft of his neighbours, but that he believed 
he was indebted for this peace to their mufquets; he there- 
fore hoped the Exgi/b would give him fome when they 
went away; adding, that they did not requeft iron, as of 
that they had now received a fufficiency ; the only thing 
they wifhed for was powder and mufquets, and defired he 
might have ten.—In anfwer to all this the Captain told him, 
that the Exg//b would always continue to be his friends ; but 
that it would be impoffible to fpare ten of them then, as the 
Einglife were at that moment at war with different nations, 
whofe fhips they might have to contend with in their paflage 
home; however, that when they quitted his country, they 
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would at all events give him five; he feemed much pleafed 
with the Captain’s anfweg: who added, that fhould his 
neighbours again make war with him, he might (from the 
kind treatment he-had fhewn the Engiifh) declare that they 
would return in a much larger fhip with a number of men, 
and would avenge any infult they fhould offer to him in 
their abfence. 

In the afternoon he took his canoes and people to the 
watering-place.—This amiable Prince was perpetually giv- 
ing new proofs of his attention to the Eug//b: as he com- 
monly came with a confiderable retinue, he obferved that 
when he arrived, our people left off working, and thence 
conceived it was for fear the natives fhould pilfer their tools, 
which he knew they fometimes could not refrain from; 
therefore, as foon as he had dined, he made them all retire 
with him to the back of the ifland, that he might lefs im- 
pede that bufinefs, which he faw our countrymen had fo 
much at heart. 

He had not been at the watering-place long before he 
fent for Captain WILSON to come over to him: Mr. SHARP 
and Mr. Devis accompanied him. His canoes had juft come 
in from fifhing, a large quantity which they had caught 
lay on the ground near where the King was fitting, divided 
into two parcels; and the reafon why the Captain had been 
fent for, was to give him one of the portions, which con- 
fitted of ten large fifth. The Captain faid, four would be as 
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many as would feaft all his men, and the reft, he feared, 
would f{poil before the next day.. The King gave orders to 
have the other fix cleaned and dreffed for keeping, after 
their own manner, and faid he would fend them over in 
the morning.—It now advancing towards fun-fet, the King 
wifhed the three gentlemen to move homewards before it 
grew dark, as part of their way over land was ruggea and 
hazardous; they therefore took leave of him, with many 
expreflions of thanks for the repeated marks of his awen~ 
tion.—In the night there was a very hard fquall. 

Some boiled rice was fent for the King’s breakfaft. Soon 
after, RAA Koox came over land, followed by fix men, bear- 
ing the fifh; they were finging all the way through the 
woods, and were heard long before they were feen. The 
fith were quite {weet and good; and, as the great heat of this 
climate taints all their fifh in a few hours, it may be worth 
while to mention the method they take to preferve them. 
—The fith being well cleaned, wafhed, and fcaled, two flat 
{ticks are placed lengthways of the fifh, to fupport and keep 
it ftraight, much’in the fame manner as meat is laidina 


cradle {pit ; around it are bound fome broad leaves. They 
then make a kind of ftage or trivet, placed about two feet 
from the ground, upon which the fifh is laid, and a flow 
fire made underneath, over which it remains for feveral 
hours, till it becomes fmoke-dried, and then it is fit for eat- 
ing without any further drefling, and would keep a couple 
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of days, though certainly not fo well-flavoured as when 
eaten frefh.—By a good obfervation at noon, the latitude of 
the watering-place was 7° 18’ north, and the northern ex- 
tremity of OROOLONG was 7° rg’ north. The King left five 
or fix canoes with the women at the watering-place, and 
went to the wreck; the Captain fent fome tea againit he 
came on fhore, and afterwards went over himfelf, to com- 
plain to him of the lofs of a caulking-iron and an adze ; 
which he promifed fhould be enquired after and returned. 
Three of the ARTINGALL people being with the King, they 
were pointed out to Captain WiLson, who gave them an 
invitation to break fatt. 

ARRA KOOKER came to fpeak about the things that had 
been purloined. He had recovered the caulking-iron, but 
the adze had been carried to PELEw.—He told them the 
King requefted ten of our people to affift in getting out the 
guns, his own having no tackle equal to the effecting it, and 
having before accomplifhed the taking the one away, which 
had been carried to PELEw, with infinite fatigue and labour; 
they were accordingly fent off to the wreck, where ABBA 
THULLE met them, and was not a little amazed when he 
{aw the eafe with which the bufinefS was managed.—The 
General, accompanied by the ARTINGALL people, came, as 
invited, to breakfaft with the Exel. They fhewed them 
their tents, and the work ‘that was going forward, with which 
they feemed aftonifhed, and particularly with the fwiyel and 
{ix- 
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fix-pounder. When they were fhewn the fmall arms, they 
by forcible geftures feemed to defcribe that thofe were the 
inftruments which had killed fo many of their countrymen 
at ARTINGALL. They did not appear to entertain the flighteft 
animofity, but fhook hands with the Ezg//h in much amity, 
and received the civilities offered them with great thankful- 
nefs.—At noon there were fqualls, accompanied with heavy 
rain. Captain Witson had plenty of fifh fent him, and 
fome large Kima COCKLES, which are well known in the 
Saft, as alfo in Europe, from the number of their fhells 
which are brought over to adorn grottos and fountains. 

The King fent again more fifh to the Exg/i/, with a large 
bafket of yams, and another of plantains—Raa Koox being 
indifpofed, did not come to breakfaft, but fent to defire 
Captain WILsoN and the Surgeon would come over to fee 
him. When they got there the King was gone again to the 
wreck. They found the General very feverifh, from the 
pain of a large boil on his arm, which Mr. SHarp fomented 
and dreffed; he had feveral people about him, among whom 
were two women, who appeared much fcratched about the 
breaft and ftomach, as if with pins: they enquired the 
caufe, but not having the linguift with them, could only 
learn that it was done with a prickly kind of long leaf; 
and, from the apparent concern of thefe women, it was 
conceived, that the wounding themfelves was an exter- 
nal mark of.forrow for the General’s indifpofition. . In 
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the evening they returned to fée him, and found him much 
better. The King was then come on fhore, and feemed 
much pleafed with the attention fhewn his brother; he ap- 
peared on this occafion to be particularly anxious on his ac- 
count, and indeed our people had repeated oppertunities to 
difcover, that ABBA THULLE teftified to every part of his 
family a moft affectionate and tender difpofition. 

When the fifhing canoes came in, a large portion of what 
they had taken was given to the Englifp. Whiltt they were 
fitting with the King, a flying fox fettled on a tree near 
where they were, Captain WILson’s fervant, who had been 
fhooting pigeons in that part of the ifland, juft then coming 
up, and having his piece loaded, fhot it. This is an animal 
that has fome fimilitude to our bat, but is five or fix times 
larger; it refembles a fox in its head, and hath much fuch a 
fmell. The natives call it OLEEK. It runs along the ground, 
and up trees like a cat; it has befides wings, which extend 
pretty wide, by which it flies like a bird. The PeLzw 
people broil and eat them whenever they can knock them 
down, efteeming them a great delicacy; on which account 
the Engli/h, whenever they faw any, ufed to fhoot them for 
the King, being, like the tame pigeon, a privileged dith 
for thofe of a certain rank. The ARTINGALL people who 
were prefent, feeing the animal drop from the top of a 
lofty tree, without any thing apparently paffing to it, one 
of them ran to take it up, and on examining it, perceived 
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the holes which the fhot had made, and remarked, that fucls 

of their own countrymen as loft their lives in the late battles, 
fell down with holes in their bodies juft like this animal, 
and died. 

Whilft thefe men thus naturally teftified their furprize, 
Appa THULLE and the General, who were now become 
mafters of the power and effec of the mufquet, could not 
forbear fmiling at finding their ARTINGALL vifitors had at 
laft difcovered what had fo completely defeated their force, 
as well as overpowered their comprehentfion. 

In the morning our people received their fifh, cured as 
ufual.—About nine o’clock the King came round with his 
canoes and attendants, in his way to PELEw.—He landed, 
examined the works, and obferved, on looking at the pin- 


nace, that it wanted repairing x.—Before he went away, he 


afked the Captain if the Ezg/i/h would go and fight for him 
once more, though he did not explain againft whom he was 


coing to war; he was anfwered that they readily would.— 
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and promifed to give them colours to paint their veffel.— 
Raa Kook was.-much preffed to remain at OROOLONG till 
his arm was quite well, but he faid he could not then con- 
veniently ftay, but would very foon return.—Qur people 
conjectured his prefence was neceflary at the council which 
was to be held on the expedition they were then projecting. 


—When the jolly-boat returned from the wreck, fhe was 





fent dewn to PELEW for the paint.—After dinner every 
man received a file, to give to his Sucalic or friend; Cap- 
tain WILSON having taken into cuftody all the tools and 
pieces of iron, that our people might difpofe of them judi- 
cioufly. 

Frefh gales from the N. E. and fair weather.—The provi- 
fions were overhauled, to dry and air them. The jolly-boat, 
that had followed the King to PELEW, returned with the 
paint he had promifed, confifting of red-and yellow ochre *, 
of which he fent a quantity fufficient to colour the veffel 
three or four times; he charged the men who brought it to 
be particularly careful to keep the bafkets 1n which the co- 


lours were packed from being wet, and defired them.-to ac- 


quaint the Captain, that when he came up to go againft PE- 
LELEW (the place to which he was directing his expedition) 


he would bring men with him to paint the veifel.—In the 


* Thefe were the only natural colours they had, though they cccafionally applied 
black and white in fome of their ornaments, the former made from burnt cocoa-nut 
fhells, the latter from burnt coral, 
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afternoon there were hard fqualls of wind from the north- 
ward, with heavy rain.—The jolly-boat, in the evening, re- ’ 
turning from the watering-place, was followed by two canoes 
to the mouth of the harbour.—It was thought, by their not 
coming in, that they were people from PELELEW. 

The caulkers this day finifhed caulking the bottom of the 
veffel, and alfo completed the planking of the top fides, and 
in the evening handed water into her to try for leaks. 

Next day all were bufied in caulking her upper works, 
and fixing the fteps for the mafts. The jolly-boat was dif- 
patched to PELEW, to fetch Mr. Drevis and Tom Rosr; Mr. 
SHARP was fent down in her to vifit Raa Kook, and fee if 
he could be of further ufe to his arm; and foon after his 
departure a canoe came in from the King, loaded with raw 
yams, having received none after the firft ten days but what 

vere fent ready dreé/i. 

The caulking of the outfide of the veffel was finifhed this 
day.—The jolly-boat brought back the furgeon; the King 
and all his people at PELEW being wonderfully pleated at 
this mark of attention paid to their favourite the General. 
Mr. SHARP, on going, found Raa Kook much better; one 
of the PELEw furgeons had cut out the core of the boil, and 
the flefh about it, with one of the fame ordinary knives 
which had been applied to the foot of his fon. Mr. SHARP 
dreffed the wound, and left him feveral other dreffings, with 
neceflary directions, and he foon got perfectly well. 

When 
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When one confiders that thefe medical gentlemen at 
PELEW never purfued any other method but cutting out 
the part affected; and that till the prefent cera, when ac- 
cident had thrown in their way a few twopenny knives, 
their operations were performed by fhells ground to an 
edge; one muft wonder at the boldnefs of the practice ; 
and, living ourfelves in countries where the anatomy of the 
human frame and the art of furgery are fo well underftood 
and perfectioned, aided too by fuch admirable inftruments, 
one cannot avoid feeling for the corporal fufferings of thofe 
whom difeafe or accident fubjected to be practifed on by a 
PELEW furgeon. 

When the jolly-boat returned with Mr. SHarp and Tom 
Rose (Mr. Dervis choofing to remain till the King went 
againft PELELEW) it brought plenty of yams and fweetmeats, 
and alfo five young wild ducks juft fledged, the only bird 
of the duck kind our people faw in thefe parts.—Tom Rosr 
informed the Captain, that what ABBA THULLE wanted him 
for, was to make more enquiries of him concerning the Eng- 
life, and to give him fome account of the different people 
they were at war with. 

This morning the veffel’s bottom was breamed ; the out- 
fide caulking being completed, to the great joy of all.—They 
now filled up the trench under the veffel, and broke down the - 
dam, which was a work of fome labour, as the bank had 
become as folid and firm as if formed by nature; they alfo 
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cleared and floated the pinnace.—While employed about 
this work, ten canoes were obferved coming into the har- 
bour; thefe came from the land to the fouthward; they 


were at firft thought to be from PELELEW, but after- 


§ 
wards difcovered to be ftrangers going to join ABBA 
‘THULLE.—They gave our people fome yams of a different 
kind to any they had feen before, being of a ftraw colour, 
tinged with a gritty red. Thefe ftrangers were treated 
with fherbet, and carried round all the places where the 
works were going on; fhewn the veflel, and every thing 
that was judged migh events or entertain them. They 
viewed every object with that degree of furprize which 
might naturally be Beat but by the little diffidence 
they expretled in’ coming on fhore, and from being lefs 
{truck with the colour of our people than the other natives 
of thefe regions had been before, it was fuppofed they had 
come with minds fully prepared to meet with thofe objects 
which their vifit to ORooLoNG difplayed tothem. There 
was an.old Rapack with them, who afterwards went into 
the Captain’s tent, and amufed himfelf in counting the 
leaves of a book, that was lying there; which trying two 
or three times to do, after getting to fifty or fixty, he gave 
up the point, faying there were too many. They fiayed 
about two hours on fhore, and on going away the Captain 


prefented the Rupack with fome pieces of iron. 
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The King comes for the ten Men who were to go with him 
againfi PELELEW.—4A great Storm at OROOLONG.—= 
Intelligence arrives that the Expedition to PELELEW had 
ended peaceably.—The Englifh return, and give an Account 
of the Manner of its Progre/s and Termination.—Rejoicings 
on the Occafion at PELEW.—The King notifies an intended 
Vifit to the Englith before their Departure. 


1 


HE morning was cloudy, with ght winds from the 


northward; the boats employed in getting fome more 


{tores from the fhip. In the afternoon a great number of 
canoes came from PELEW, they were moft of them from the 
iflands to the northward; in one of thefe Mr. DEvis re- 
turned; he brought intelligence that almoft every ifland 
in alliance with ABBA THULLE had fent fome forces, and 
that he really thought there were upwards of three hundred 
canoes affembled’ at PELEW to go on this expedition; that 
when they left that place they feparated in three divifions, 
making avery fine appearance; that two of them went 
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towards PELELEW; and the third divifion, in which was 
the King and Raa Kook, were coming to OROOLONG for 
the EncuiisH; that he had declined accompanying the 
King, in order to have an opportunity of viewing the fleet. 
About four o’clock.in the afternoon the King and RAA 
Kook arrived, and the pinnace (that had undergone repair) 
having juft before returned from the wreck, the following 
men made themfelves ready to go, viZ. THOMAS WILSON, 
NICHOLAS TYACKE, MADAN BLANCHARD, JAMES SWIFT, 
THOMAS WHITFIELD, JOHN DUNCAN, THOMAS DULTON, 
WILLIAM STEWARD, WILLIAM ROBERTS, and Mr. M. WIL- 
sON; before night they were all embarked and out of the 
harbour, the Exg/i/b giving them three cheers at their put- 
ting off from the fhore, which was returned by the whole 
fleet; our people devoutly wifhing this expedition might 
be the laft.—In the night the weather became overcaft, 
and there was fome rain; which before morning be- 
came very heavy, accompanied with ftrong gales of wind 
and {qualls, which carried away all the awnings that were 
laid over the veffel, though the dock-yard was in a manner 
fheltered by the hills. Nor was the next day more favour- 
able, the morning being cloudy, with a frefh gale of wind 
from the northward, and frequent fhowers; in the after- 
noon they alfo had hard fqualls, accompanied with thunder, 
lightning, and rain; towards evening the lightning to the 
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eaftward was ftrong, with diftant thunder. After the bad 
clofe of day, the night was rendered truly tresnendous by 
the dreadful conflict of the agitated elements. Situated as 
the Enge/i/o were under the fhelter of protecting hills, they 
apprehended all their tents would have been blown down ; 
and much feared their veffel might be fhook off its blocks ; 
much difquietude was alfo felt for the fafety of their abfent 
countrymen: which all together rendered the night ex- 
tremely uncomfortable. The morning was however dry 
though cloudy, with a frefh breeze from the 5S. E.; in the 
afternoon a {mall canoe, with two men and a boy, came to 
the watering-place, feeming to be looking about for the ca- 
noes, but not finding them, they paddled up to the wind- 
ward part of the ifland, then fet their fail and ftood over to- 
wards PELELEW. About midnight, the weather being fine, 
a canoe was feen coming towards the harbour, which being 
hailed by the guard, the people in it calling out the word 
Englees, it was permitted to enter the cove; in her was the 
Rupack named ARRA ZOOK, Mr. SHARP’s Sucalic, or friend, 
who the reader will recollect treated that gentleman and Cap- 
tain WILSon with fo much hofpitality when they went to 
fee his fick child; his arrival awakened all the Exg/i/h, and 
brought them together, anxious to hear fome account of 
their friends. This Chief gave them to underftand, that 
there had been no engagement at PELELEW; the inhabi- 
tants, on the King’s approach, laid down their {pears, and 
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came and fupplicated Appa THULLE for peace, prefenting 
him with beads, and delivering up to him two men who 
had belonged to the Ma/ay wreck.—ARRA ZOOK was wel- 
comed with every teftimony of gratitude, both in remem- 
brance of his former kindnefs, as alfo for his prefent good 
news. 

Soon after day-light another canoe arrived, which brought 
information that the fleet was returning from the expe- 
dition. About ten o’clock in the forenoon two more came 
into the harbour, in one of which was JoHNn DUNCAN, 
who gave the following account of this expedition againft 
PELELEW, which account was fully confirmed by the others 
who had been with him, at their return.—In the evening 
of the 27th, the day they left OrRooLonG, they got to 
the {mall ifland to the fouthward of that place; hauled up 
their canoes, and laid under fome rocks all night.—In the 
morning, at day-break, they went to an ifland four or five 
leagues further to the fouthward, which was uninhabited, 
and lay about four or five miles diftant from PELELEW; 
here they built huts, or wigwams, and encamped, the wea- 
ther being very bad; when it became a little more mode- 
rate, a party of the PELEw people went to another ifland, 
not far diftant from the firft, which belonged to PELELEW, 
and deftroyed the plantations of yams, burnt the houfes, 
and cut down the cocoa-nut trees, of which there was a 
great number. The inhabitants had quitted the ifland be- 
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fore the people of PELEW landed. Only two of the Engli/b 
were. fent on this party; who having demolifhed as much 
as they could, returned to the encampment before fun-fet. 
—The next morning the weather was very bad, but the af- 
ternoon being moderate, a party was fent to the fame ifland 
again, to deftroy whatever might have efcaped the ravage 
of the preceding day; three of the Exg/i/h went on this 
fervice.—In the evening all the party returned, as before, to 
the camp.—The fecond morning two Rupacks came from 
PELELEW to the camp, and foon after returned back, ac- 
companied by the linguifts; who in the evening rejoined 
the King’s forces, attended by three of the PELELEW Chiefs. 
—A council was held by the King foon after their arrival; 
and the fucceeding morning ARRA KOOKER went to PELE- 
LEW, and concluded the peace.—After his return, which 
was early in the forenoon, the King fent to the Eng/i/p, to 
acquaint them that peace was made with the PELELEW 
people, and defired to know if they wifhed to fee the town, 
in which cafe his brother, ARRA KOOKER, would accompany 
them; himfelf and Raa Kook not meaning to go on fhore. 
This meffage a little furprized the Exg//p, until it was ex- 
plained to them by the linguift; who informed them, that 
no Rupack of higher rank than ARRaA KooxeEr could, in the 
prefent fituation of the PELELEW people, go thither ; as it 
would be too great an honour and condefcenfion in the 
King, either to go himfelf, or fend the perfon next in rank 


Dde2 to 


203 


1783. 
OCTOBER, 

















204 


1782. 
OCTOBER, 





AN AGCQUNT: GF 


to him.—This being explained, the Exg/i/b accepted the 
King’s offer to vifit PELELEW, but agreed amongft them- 
felves to take their arms, and keep together when on fhore, 


left any mifunderftanding taking place (as the peace was. but 


juit made) they might be furprized. They were accompa- 


nied by a great number of the PELEw people, and received 
in. a very friendly manner by the inhabitants, who enter- 
tained them according to the cuftom of the country, with 
the ufual refrefhments. They reported that the town was 
defended by a ftone wall thrown up acrofs the caufeway, 
which leads up to it; that this wall was ten or twelve feet 
high, with a foot-bank of {tone raifed behind, upon which 
they could ftand and throw fpears at their enemies. That the 
water near the town was fo very fhalow, that canoes could 
only go in at high-water. This circumftance, of the diffi- 
culty of accefs, might be a reafon why they faw fo few canoes 
belonging to PELELEW, though it appeared to be a popu- 
lous ifland; and their manner of fortifying the entrance of 
their town by a ftrong and high wall, afforded juft reafon to 
apprehend, that whenever they were at war with the neigh- 
bouring iflands, they confided more in their internal {trength 
than in their naval force.—After the pacification had taken 
place, and Ansa THULLE’s party had fhared the hofpitality 
of that enemy they had armed themfelves to combat, they 
returned to PeLew. The King of PELELEW accompanying 
his brother King, though in one of his own canoes, carrying 
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ten women in his train; whether this was a mark of hu- 
miliation fhewn to ABBA THULLE, or a public teftimony of 
friendfhip and confidence being re-eftablifhed between them, 
our people could not underftand; but certain it was, that all 
the women did not return again to PELELEw with their King, 
as two of them came afterwards to OROOLONG with ABBA 
THULLE, but whether they remained on a vifit, or as hof- 
tages, they were not certain.—The two Malays were aunquef- 
tionadly given up to the King ; and it is not improbable but 


that he might have been inftigated by SooGLe, the Ma/ay fa- 


vourite, to demand his two countrymen, and that the King of 


PELELEW refufing to give them up, might increafe whatever 
mifunderftanding fubfifted before, and fo excite the PELEW 
people to go on this hoftile expedition, in which they appear 
to have exercifed a rancour undifcovered in their other con- 
tentions ; which the King of PELELEw, by his well-timed 
fabmiffion to terms, happily faved his people from more 
fully experiencing.—Before noon, RAA Kook came to OROO- 
LONG with a number of canoes, bringing with him all our 
countrymen; who commended muclr the plea antnefs of 
the ifland of PELELEW, faid it appeared fertile, the land 
more level than hilly, and that the houfes were rather 
larger and better built than thofe at PELEW, having abun- 
dance of cocoa-nut and other trees about them. The 
jnhabitants feemed to be courteous, friendly, and well- 
difpofed; and fhewed. particular attention to the Englifh, 
4 although 
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although they had come there as a formidable ally to their 
enemy. 

ABBA THULLE, accompanied by the PELELEW King, 
went immediately to his own ifland, which the Exg/i/h now, 
for the firft time, learnt, was called Coorooraa, PELEW 
being only the capital, or refidence of the King.—Captain 
WILSON, converfing with Raa Kook on the fubject of the 
laft expedition, enquired where all the fleet of canoes came 
from that had attended the King at this time; the General, 
in an{wer, enumerated the places in the following order, be- 
ginning at the northward; EMuNGs, ARAMALORGOO, EMIL-= 
LEGUE, ARRAGUY, COOROORAA, CARAGABA, PETHOULLy 
the {mall ifland fo often mentioned, and whofe name was 
not till now known, and OROOLONG, or Engli/bmen’s Ifland. 
Raa Koox feemed very defirous to be at PELEW, and made 
this vifit the fhorteft he had ever favoured the Exg/i/h with, 
leaving them immediately after dinner, and all the canoes 
going with him. He defired the Captain to fend his boat 
for fome moloffes and torches, of which they were in want, 
our people being defirous of referving their fugar-candy and 
candles for the voyage. 

In the evening, the jolly-boat was got ready, and Mr. 
SHARP, with four of the men, went to PELEW, to congra- 
tulate the King on his eftablifhing peace, and to bring 
the things promifed by Raa Koox.—The morning be- 
ing fair, and the deck laid, they began to caulk it; when, 
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a difficulty arofe with what they were to pay it, having 
neither pitch, rofin, or dammer: and here Providence 
directed them to a refource in the produce of the iland; 
for, confulting together how to fupply this want, putty was 
propofed; but they having no chalk to make it, fome of 
them recollected that the feams of veffels in INDIA, and 
efpecially in CHINA, were payed with Chinam; the Chine/fe 
were immediately called, and queftioned about the mode of 
preparing it; which, after the beft information they could 
colleét, they endeavoured to imitate. in the following man- 


ner :—They took the coral-{ftone, and making a large pile 


or kiln with it, and the branches of trees they had cut. 


down, they burnt 1t well into lime; which being pounded 
fine, was fifted through bunting, after which it was mixed 
with fuch greafe as had been faved; and this made a moft 
excellent putty. 

The weather being cloudy, with light northerly breezes, 
all our people were employed about the veffel, when their 
attention was fomewhat taken off by two canoes coming into 
the harbour to fifth for bait; their method of doing it ftrik- 
ing all our feamen as uncommon, may, without impropriety, 
be mentioned :—The boatmen look about for a fhoal of that 
fort of fifh which they bait with, which is not much unlike 
our fprat; thefe they drive into {hallow water, and having 
covered their canoes and outriggers with matting, they then 
make a great fhouting and noife, fplafhing the water with 
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their paddles on each fide the fhoal, which fo frightens the 
fith, that they {pring out of the water, and numbers of them 
falling upon the matting, are immediately fecured in the 
ends of the canoes, which are left open to receive them. 
Mr. SHARP returned in the evening from PELEW, whilft 
our people were at prayers, bringing with him the things 
promifed by Raa Kook, together with a large quantity of 
the fweetmeats called WOOLELL *. He reported that there 
was great rejoicing at PELEW; that the Ruwpack of PELE- 
LEW was ftill there, though probably not much difpofed to 
enjoy the feftivity his fubmiffion had given birth to.—The 
feafting was much in the fame manner as what on other 
occafions has already been defcribed; diftinguifhed only 
by a fong, apparently compofed fince our people have 
been at PELEW, and in which the greater part of the 
natives always joined. Though Mr. SHaArp could not un- 
derftand the whole fenfe of it, yet he readily compre- 
hended that the Exg/i/p were the fubject, by the frequent 
repetition of the words Englees—Weel a Trecoy—and Tom 
Rofe-—This man going with the Eng/i/b upon every expe- 
dition, as interpreter, and pofleffing a great fund of plea- 
fantry and humour, hit the fancy of all the natives, with 
whom he became a wonderful favourite.—So fingular were 


the talents of this truly faithful fellow, that wherever he 


* This is the fweetmeat which the failors called choak-dog, and which now their 
ftomachs found pretty good, however contemptuoufly they had thought of it at firft, 
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went he made himfelf not only ufeful, but beloved; and, 
from his great utility to Captain WILson in his voyage, 
well merited the recommendation that had been given him 
at Macao.—The furgeon further reported the King of PE- 


LELEW to be a man much advanced in years, of a rough 


manner and appearance; his hair was grey, and his beard: 


tapering to a narrow point, in the manner the Jews fre- 
quently wear theirs. He was Me/gorhd, or tatooed, quite up 
to the navel; the PELEw people only tatooing up to the 
middle of their thighs, as already noticed. 

It was not in the power of our people to obtain any ac- 
count, which could be depended on, of the number of this 
chain of iflands; nor could any eminences they ever af- 
cended, allow them to fee the extent of them, either to the 
northward or fouthward.—The new veffel being now ina 
ftate of great forwardnefs, and the time of their departure 
drawing near, Captain WILSON this evening expretied to 
his officers and people a defire, before they failed for Cuina, 
to endeavour to explore thefe iflands, upon which Providence 
had thrown them, and that ten or twelve days might effect 
the defign; that they had a quantity of provifion fufficient 
to authorize the attempt; and that he would apply to the 
King for three or four canoes, with men, to accompany 
them through the iflands, and to aflaft them in afcertaining 
their number, fituation, and extent. That he did not mean 


to make a furvey of them; but that it would be a great {atif- 
Ee faction, 
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faction, both to themfelves and their Employers, to have a 
general account of thefe iflands, on which no European had 
ever been before; as‘alfo to know whether there was any 


lifference in the inhabitants, their manners, or 


apparent c 
cuftoms.—He was liftened to with a great deal of attention ; 
but the near profpect before every man’s eyes, Of being 
liberated from a place whence, a fhort time before, none had 
any juft hope of ever departing; the fear of its proving a 
much longer bufinefs than apprehended; the uncertainty 
of what difficulties they might meet with, fhould they have 
hoftilities to encounter, which was more than probable 
might be the cafe, from the inhabitants of fome of the re- 
mote iflands ; thefe combined confiderations prefented them- 
felves to moft of them as rifques not advifable to be run, 
after the hardfhips they had already fuftained; which, ad- 
ded to the natural wifh of every individual to return to his 
native country whilft opportunity offered, they defired the 
Captain to give up all thoughts of fuch an attempt, and 
not to make any mention thereof to the King, left it might 
be the means of detaining them. And thus was ftifled the 
defire of all further inquiry, more e{pecially when Mr. 
SHARP acquainted them, that he was commiffioned by ABBA 
THULLE to inform them, that he would in about four days 
pay them a vifit, and {tay with them till their departure, and 
that he would then paint their veffel.—This meflage awak- 
ened fufpicions in feveral minds of the King’s defigns, which, 
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becaufe they breathed on every occafion fuch perfect good- 
will towards our people,.were judged. by many of them to 
be infincere, or treacherous ; unwilling to give credit to hu- 
man nature for the exercife of all the noble fentiments of 
hiberality, uncontrouled, or uncontaminated by art, or in- 
tereft.. 
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gels Con ie Pel nh wav el 


Bt NOVEMBER« 
Preparations made for the Completion of the Veffel, and fecur- 
; | ing her being Jafely launched.—Great Sufpicions entertained 
Ni on the King’s Mefage, which Captain WILSON endeavours 
| Ah to quiet.—Steps taken by our People to make Refifiance, in 


case their Departure /bould be tinpeded.—The Captain fends 
Mr. SHarpe and Mr. M. WILSON to PELEW, with all the 
Tools and Iron they could [pare, with Afurances of the ref, 
as foon as the Veffel was launched; and to notify to the King 
that he purpofed to fail in fix or feven Days.—They meet the 
King and his Retinue on their Way to OROOLONG.—Go 
back with him to the Ifand of PETHOULL, where they pafs 
the Night.—ABBA THULLE receives the Prefents gra- 
cloufly— A great Supper of the King’s defcribed.—They all 
come next Day to OROOLONG.—MADAN BLANCHARD in- 
jorms Captain WitLson of a Refolution he had taken to 
remain behind with the Natives ;—after Arguments ufed 
in vain to diffuade him, be ts propofed to the King to be left 
at PELEW, who, pleafed with the Circumfiance, takes him 
yy under bis Protection. 


Monday 3. ‘HE weather being now fair and fettled, with frefh 





gales of wind from the N. E. the carpenters were 
if employed in making the rudder, and ALBERT PIERSON the 
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quarter-mafter, in making the mafts out of fome of the 
imall {pars faved from the wreck; fome bufied in caulking 
the deck, and others in painting the fides, which, in addi- 
tion to the coat that the King’s people intended to give her, 
would be fufficient to keep out the weather. In the evening 
they held a confultation about the method of launching 
their vettel, which they had now nearly completed, when 
it was agreed to lay ways, though it had been propofed by 
fome to do it by large rollers, as they fometimes launch 
cutters.—This was a matter of ferious moment, for had any 
accident happened to the veffel during this operation, their 
tools being nearly worn out, and their former refources 
from the wreck at an end, their deftiny muft,, in all human 
probability, have been to have paffed the remainder of their 
days, exiled from the reft of the world, in thefe remote and 
unknown iflands. 

This morning many hands went to work in cutting 
down trees to make blocks and launching ways, others 
in giving the bottom of the veffel another coat of Céi- 
nam. ‘Two canoes being feen near the harbour, before 
hight, and neither of them coming in, was a circumftance 
which contributed not a little to increafe the fufpicions 
entertained by our people, thefe canoes being conjectured 
to be {pies watching their motions; they having enter- 
tained an idea that the natives intended to prevent their 
departure. At dark they went to a quarter watch, loaded 
the fwivels and fix-pounder with grape-fhot, and kept 
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a good look out to prevent furprize.—The alarm our peo- 
ple felt, was, that being near leaving the iflands, the natives 
(who had experienced the great utility the E7g/i/b were of to 
them) might endeavour to detain them, by attempting to 
feize their arms, and poffefs themfelves of their veffel.—It 
was in vain that Captain Wi1Lson ftrove to remove thefe ap- 
prehenfions, by recalling to their remembrance the genero- 
fity the King and all his people had. fhewn them, on every 
occafion, fince they had been thrown upon his territories ;: 
that his behaviour had been always to them humane, unre- 
ferved, and unfufpicious; that therefore there could be no 
room now to doubt the fincerity of a people, who had, in all 
the time they had been under their protection, never giverr 
them any rea/ caufe for miftruft; that it materially behoved 
them, in their prefent fituation, not to let the natives fee they 
entertained any; that by doing otherwife they might put 
ideas into their minds, which, but for their own indifcretion, 
might never have occurred. Nor did he fail to fet before 
them the little avail of all the force of the Emg/i/h, if the 
natives were refolved upon any fuch enterprize as they fuf- 
pected; he reprefented to them, that their ammunition muift 
be foon expended, in cafe of hoftilities; that the natives 
could hinder their embarking, even if their veffel was 
launched; that it was in their power, without coming to ex- 
tremities, to make them fubmit to any terms, by depriving 
them of the fpring of frefh water, fhould they chufe to 
come to the ifland in any number. 


All 







































Taig Bre 2 Wier SILLA NYDA: 


All thefe arguments were ineffectual to fubdue the general 
apprehenfion, not more than two or three uniting in fenti- 
ment with the Captain; it was therefore concluded, after a 
Jong confultation on the matter, that every one fhould be 
ftrictly on his guard; that the fwivels and fix-pounder 
fhould continue to be kept loaded with grape-fhot, the {mall 
arms ready charged with ball, and the cartouch-boxes filled 
with loaded cartridges; but that every one fhould carefully 
avoid all appearance of fufpicion, unlefs any uncommon 
number of canoes fhould pour into the bay, or thofe who 
were in them appear armed with fpears, or approach with 
any hoftile parade, in which cafe every methed fhould be 
taken to defend themfelves; and, as their numbers were in- 
adequate to refift fuch a multitude as might attack them, 
that they muit then ufe their abilities in fingling out the 
Chiefs, and by fuch a meafure throw confufion and difmay 
among the reft. 

As the faithful hiftorian of thefe tranfadtions, it is my 
duty to record every material occurrence ; though I muftcon- 
fefs that my hand fhrinks from the paper, whilft, imprefled 
with horror and pity, Iam compelled to relate, that the lives 
fir{t intended to be devoted were, thofe of the humane, li- 
beral King, the manly and benevolent General, the facetious 
and inoffenfive ARRA Kooxer. But, however this refolu- 
tion may fhock the reader, yet he will candidly afcribe 
this daring conception, not to a want of that generofity 
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which is one of the characteriftics of my countrymen, nor 
to a forgetfulnefs of the bonds of hofpitality; but to its 
real caufe, the weaknefs of human nature, operating on twe 
conflicting paffions, the hope of immediate delivery, and 
the dread of perpetual detention; the agitated mind faw 
no alternative, and in its perturbation threw down the bar- 
rier of every nicer fentiment. 

After the defperate refolution juft recorded to have been 
taken, it is with particular fatisfaction that I refume my pen, 
and have it in my power to inform the reader, that this 
frenzy of the Engli/, fuggefted by anxiety and defpair, was 
but of fhort duration; the cool reflections of the night 
weakened their apprehenfions, by convincing them fo fully 
of the force of the Captain’s arguments, that with the 
morning, their wonted good-will towards the natives re- 
turned, infomuch, that after breakfaft he found no diffi- 
‘ulty in getting the pinnace manned to go to PELEW with 
all the iron and tools they could fpare, having made the 
King fuch a promife, whenever their veffel fhould be com- 
pleted. Mr. SHarp and Mr. M. WILSON went down in the 
boat, with orders to inform the King, that the Exg/j would 
be ready to fail in fix or feven days; that the remainder of 
the tools, and the mufquets which he withed to have, fhould 
be given him, but that they could not be parted with till 
{uch time as the veffel was launched; thefe gentlemen had 


alfo orders to fay, that the Evelif withed to fee the King 
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and his Chiefs before their departure, that they might ma 
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them their perfonal acknowledgments, and affure them, that 
when they returned to their own country, they would pub- 
licly declare the kind fervices and protection they had re- 
ceived from them. ‘This was conveyed in the form of a 
letter, which Mr. SHARP was directed to read to the King in 
the prefence of the two linguifts, who were to explain it to 
him, as coming immediately from the Captain. 

While Mr. SHARP and Mr. M. WILSON, together with 
Tom Ross, the interpreter, were receiving the above inftruc- 
tions, MADAN BLANCHARD, one of the feamen, came into 
the tent for fome tools that he wanted, and hearing the Cap- 
tain explaining his letter to Tom Roses, defired him alfo to 
tell the King, that when his countrymen went away, he in- 
tended to {tay behind, and remain with him at PELEw; Cap- 
tain WILSON defired him not to fend any fuch idle mefilage, 
and to go about his bufinefs, and forbad Tom RoszE to deli- 
ver it; upon which BLANcHarRD very ferioufly defired it 
might be delivered, affuring the Captain, that it was his fet- 
tled determination to remain at PELEW, if the King would 
permit him. Finding he had taken up fuch a ftrange refo- 
lution, the Captain endeavoured all in his power to diffuade 
him from it, fetting before him the many difficulties and dif 
advantages he would have to combat, when his friends and 
companions were gone, particularly as he had no trade, like 
that of a carpenter or a fmith, by which he might make 
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himfelf of ufe and confequence to the natives.—The Cap- 
tain, perceiving all his arguments ineffeCtual, defired his men 
would try to.divert him from fo fingular an intention; in 
which if he {till perfifted, the Captain might know how to 
act when the King fhould come next to OROOLONG.—The 
pinnace was difpatched about ten o’clock, with orders to take 
no notice of BLANCHARD’s meffage to the King, but to leave 
that to be mentioned afterwards, fhould there be occafion, 
when he and his Chiefs came up to OROOLONG.—Soon after 
the pinnace failed, the weather became fqually, accompa- 
nied with hard rain, which continued moft part of the day ; 
this however did not entirely hinder the work, they being 
employed in fixing the pumps and laying the ways :prepara- 
tory to launching their veffel.—In the evening, after the 
people had left off work, fome of them acquainted the Cap- 
tain, that they had endeavoured, though in vain, to per- 
fuade BLANCHARD to alter his refolution; as he was deter- 
mined to fpeak to the King himfelf, the firft opportunity, 
about it, finding his meffage had not been fent: therefore, 
to avoid any difpute with him, or mifunderftanding with the 
King, it was judged bett to let him follow his own inclination ; 
and, in order to engage the natives as much as-poffible in 
his intereft, as well as to make a merit of what could not 
be avoided, it was determined to make it appear as a favour 
to the King, the letting one of the Eug/j remain behind 


with him.—There was fomething in thefe people, or the 
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manners of the country, which had fo forcibly worked on 
BLANCHARD’s imagination, the firft time he went with them 
to fight againft ARTINGALL, that on his return, while in 
the canoes, he declared to his companions, that he would 
moft willingly partake of all their labour, would lend them 
every affiftance in his power towards building-and fitting 
out their new veffel; but that when they departed he would 
remain behind, and end his days among the natives of Pr- 
LEW.—This was at the time looked on as a jeft; but he 
never varied from thefe fentiments, and now proved his re- 
folution was unalterable. 

About eleven o’clock in the forenoon of this day the 
pinnace returned, bringing the King, his young favourite 
daughter, Raa Kook, and feveral of the Chiefs, in her, 
Our people gave the following account of the commiffion 
they were charged with :—In their paflage to PELEW, the 
preceding day, they faw a confiderable number of canoes, 
which went in fhore to avoid the bad weather; on com- 
ing nearly abreaft of them, one appeared to be making 
towards the pinnace, which thereupon ftood to meet it dh 
this was the Cuirr Minifer, who gave thofe in the pinnace 
fome cocoa-nuts and boiled yams; he informed our people 
that the King had fheltered himfelf from the weather un-~ 
der the fhore, being on his Way to OROOLONG. After 
taking fome of the refrefhments offered, the pinnace went 


to the King, who was in his canoe, furrounded by feveral 
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Rupacks. ‘The pinnace being brought alongfide the King, 
Mr. SHARP read the letter, which Tom RoOsE explained to 
SooGLE, the linguift, who communicated its purport to 
ABBA THULLE. The intention of this vifit being made 
known, and the tools and iron {hewn to the King, he defired 
they might remain in the pinnace; when, after entering in- 
to fome converfation with his Chiefs, he acquainted the gen- 
tlemen that he would return to the {mall ifland of PETHOULL, 
inviting the Exg/i/h to accompany him in the pinnace, and 
that the next morning he would attend them to OROOLONG, 
As they were returning to the ifland, they met Raa Kook in 
a large canoe, with the wives belonging to the Rupacks, 
whom he was conducting to OROOLONG to fee the launch- 
ing of the Engl/h veflel; the ladies feemed much difappoint- 
ed at being obliged to return, and on finding their jaunt was 
put off till the next day; they, in confequence, joined the 
King.—On landing at PETHOULL, they were all conducted 
to a large houfe by the water-fide, where being feated, the 
prefents were brought and laid before the King, when the 
ufe of the tools, and the method of working with them, were 
{hewn to him, and his Chiefs, with which they appeared very 
much pleafed; and a converfation took place between the 
King and them, but particularly with Raa Kook; towards the 
clofe of which, the Ma/ay, SooGLE, remarked to them, that 
the Englith bad fent no mufquets; for this impertinent obfer- 
vation he received a fevere rebuke from the General, who, 
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with a look, and in a tone which teftified great indignation, 
replied, ¢he Englith had faithfully kept their word, in fending 
the things they had fent, and in acquainting them of the time 
of their departure; that they bad not {poken with two tongues, 
as be, worthle/s Malay ! had dared to fuggeft; and that he bad 
brought fhame upon them all, by bis advifing the King to fend 
only boiled yams to che Englith, /e/?, in fending them raw, they 

Jeould thereby flock themfelves, and leave the ifands without 
notice, or without prefenting them thofe things they bad pro- 
mifed.— This pointed rebuke of Raa Koox affected the 
King and Chiefs very much, who by their looks teftified 
their difpleafure at the Ma/ay, in fuch a manner, that he 
thought it prudent to retire; after which the company re- 
covered their good-humour, and ABBA THULLE diftributed 
fome of the tools and iron amongft the Rupacks, every one 
having fomething given him. Supper was then brought in, 
and placed on {tools in the middle of the houfe ; abundance 
was alfo fet out before the houfe, and diftributed to the 
King’s attendants.—The company were ferved with fea 
craw-fifh, together with fome other fifh, brought in, and 
divided by the butlers, who cut it in pieces with a knife 
made of a fplit bamboo (with which they carve as handily 
as we do with our knives) and ferved up to the King’s com- 
pany. Nobody offered to touch a morfel till ABBA THULLE 
began, and gave the word Munga; when the Rupacks and 
the company followed his example, and notice was given to 
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the people without, that the King was at fupper, which was 
their fignal to begin. It now growing dark, torches * were 
lighted, and placed between the boards, or cracks in the 
floor, in rows, one before each family, or feparate mefs, 
who fat behind the lights, which were ranged in ftraight 
lines lengthways of the houfe; fo that the centre part, from 
one end of the building to the other, was kept clear and 
lighted, which had a very pleafing effect, none fitting face 
to face in their own party. A little {pace was preferved be- 
tween one Chief and another, each Chief keeping with his 
diftinc&t family. As to our people, they, as itrangers, were 
welcome to all; they alternately fat with the King, with 
Raa Kook, and with the other Rupacks. When the fifth was 
portioned out, each family’s fhare was laid on a plantain- 
leaf; and this leaf, in general, ferved them as a plate, though 
on occafions of particular ceremony, when at home, the great 
people have {mall plates or difhes of tortoife-fheil, and alfo 
others made of wood and earthen-ware. 

Having indulged an hour’s converfation after fupper, each 
party cleared away the litter of the meal, by fweeping it 


down between-the boards of the floor; the attendants then 


* On being analyfed, thefe torches appear to be a Refin mixed with {mall pieces of 
wood. The refin is probably the exudation of fome tree; but it is uncertain whether 
the wood is little bits of batk which inevitably mix with the refin in fcraping it off, or 
whether they are purpofely joined with it, to fupply the place of a wick, and render it 
lefs liable to run and diffolve haftily, like a ftick of wax.—They have long leaves twined 
and tied round them, to prevent their fticking to the hand.—When lighted, they afford 
an agreeable {mell. 
of 
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of each family brought in to their refpeCtive mafters their 
mats, which they always carry with them in their canoes 
whenever they are to fleep from home; they are made thin 
and light, laying one under, and another over them: the 
King fent mats for the Eng/i/b; and every one’s bed being 
quickly made, they all laid themfelves down, the torches 
were extinguifhed, a total filence prevailed, and every indi- 
vidual compofed himfelf to reft; a fire being firft lighted to 
keep off the mofquitos. 

Between the hours of two and three, a meflenger from 
an ifland to the northward arriving, the King was there+ 
upon awakened by one of his attendants, who broucht in a 
lighted torch; he inftantly arofe, and ordered the meffenger 
to be introduced; after holding fome converfation with him, 
the King delivered to him a piece of cord, on which he had 
tied as many knots as there would be days before our people 
purpofed to fail;-this they were afterwards acquainted with, 
and alfo informed the above meffage was occafioned by a 
defire which fome of the northern Chiefs, who were the 
friends of ABBA THULLE, felt to know the time when the 
Engl/b intended to depart—not to gratify idle curiofity, not 
to increafe the unjuft and ungenerous apprehenfions enter- 
tained by our people of the natives of thefe unknown re- 
gions; but to throw in, towards their fea-ftore, whatever 
their country produced, which thefe benevolent children of 
nature thought might be of ufe, or acceptable to the depart- 
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ing ftrangers, and to thofe ftrangers they might never more 
fee!—The meffenger being difpatched, the King retired 
again to his mat. 


Early in the morning ABBA THULLE and his Rupacks 


went to bathe, and returned to breakfaft, when he prepared 


to proceed to OROOLONG.—Mr. SHARP and Mr. M. WILSON 
invited the General to go with them in the pinnace, which 
he accepted, ordering his canoes to attend the King.—When 
they had got about two or three miles from the ifland, it 
began to blow frefh, fo that the canoes were obliged to make 
their way along the fhore for fhelter ; Raa Kook, delighted 
to fee the pinnace fail fo well, and feel fo little the effect of 
the bad weather, requefted his two friends to go in fhore to 
the King, and afk him on board ; which they immediately 
complied with.— ABBA THULLE, with his young daughter, 
and the CHIEF Minificr, came into the pinnace; the wind 
ftill frefhening, they made great way, the boat rolling much, 
going before the wind and fea.—The King and his company 
expreffed great fatisfaction in finding they fat there fo dry 
and comfortable to what they could have done in a canoe, 
which is only fit for fmooth water; our people perceiving 
he was fo pleafed with the pinnace, informed him, that the 
Captain intended to prefent him with that boat when they 
went away; on which he defired his brother Raa Koox 
to be very particular in obferving in what manner the fails 


were managed, 


They 
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They brought with them many things for prefents; and 
foon after ABBA THULLE and the General, agreeable to their 
promife, fet their people about painting the veffel, as alfo the 
matts, booms, bowfprit, &c.—About three o’clock in the af- 
ternoon the veffel was lowered off the blocks down upon the 
ways; but being too much over to one fide, was fwept with a 
rope, and a tackle got upon it, to boufe her over.—The King, 
attentive to all he faw, underftood what was doin: g, and fetch- 
ing along pole, was going to apply it as a lever to heave her 
over, but was requefted to defift, for fear of {training her; 


fhe was with eafe got fair upon the ways, and all things made 


oO 


ready for launching in the morning.—AxBBA THULLE fat 
down near the veffel, talking with Raa Koox and the other 
Chiefs; then calling to Tom Ros, bade him inform the 
Captain, who was at fome diftance, that they wifhed to 
{peak to him ; who being come, the King ordered the linguitft 
to acquaint him, that they wifhed the veffel to have a PELEW 
name, as they fuppofed it was then called by fome Engli/p 
ene, which they defired might be changed to OROOLONG, 
in remembrance of its having been built there; the Captain 
fent for-his 
officers and people, and communicated to them the Kino’s 


affured them it fhould immediately be done— 
e King’ 

§ 
requeft; they were pleafed with his idea, which the King 
perceiving, expreffed himfelf greatly fatisfied.—Soon after- 
wards ABBA THULLE, with his attendants, went over to the 
watering-place, and defired Captain WILSON to go with him; 
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when they arrived there, fome canoes were juft come in 
from fifhing, and [he ordered what had been caught to be 
divided, and the beft portion to be given to the Englip; 
this feemed to be the purport of the invitation. Buta 
bufinefs of more confequence took place at this vifit: the 
third mate, the gunner, and fhip’s fteward, came over, and 
informed the Captain, that BLANCHARD was coming himfelf 
to {peak to the King concerning his intention of remaining 
at PELEW ; after a fhort confultation, it was agreed to abide 
by their former determination. The Captain, in confequence, 
talking with ABBA THULLE about their departure, told him 
he would, in return for the hofpitable kindnefs that both 
he and his people had fhewn them, leave one of his men 
with them, to take care of the guns and other things they 
intended to give him when they went away ; which appear- 
ing to the King as a teftimony of confidence and efteem, 
could not fail to be very acceptable.—Evening coming on, 
our people returned to the tents, having firft informed 
BLANCHARD that the matter he wifhed was fettled, and in- 
troduced him to their PELEw friends as the perfon whom 
they intended fhould remain with them. 

In the night the weather was exceedingly bad, blowing a 
hurricane, with fo much rain that no work could be done at 
low-water, toward getting ready for the launch in the morn- 
ing.—At day-light the weather was cloudy, with little wind; 
but from the very high wind in the night it was thought 
beft 





THE PELEW ISLANDS. 


beft to defer launching the veffel, as it was judged the 
next tide would not rife fufficiently high for that purpofe. 
—The King with his attendants (but unaccompanied by any 
women) came over land to the tents very early, and imme- 
diately fet his men to work to make good the places where 
the tempeft of the night had wafhed away the paint.—ABBA 
THULLE, converfing with the Captain, gave him to under- 
ftand, that they would have bad weather until the moon 
quartered, and, left he fhould not be fully explicit, he took 
up a large leaf, and with his fingers tore it till it became 
round, to figure the full moon, which happened to be the 
then ftate of that planet; when he had fhewn this, he alter- 
ed its rotundity into the form of a crefent, thereby intimat- 
ing that the weather would continue unfettled, until that 
alteration took place in the moon’s appearance: but, as the 
remaining fuch a length of time would have been very irk- 
fome to all, who now felt an increafed impatience to get 
away, Captain WILSON affigned, asa reafon againft any lon- 
ger delay, that by it they might arrive, in all probability, at 
CHINA (whither he knew they were bound) after all the 
fhips of his country were failed for EurRopr, which would 
detain them there till the fubfequent feafon. 

While painting the veffel this morning, the {tern was par- 
ticularly decorated by RAa Kook, under the immediate di- 
rection of the King; our people took notice that he made 
on each fide of the ftern two circles, one within another, in 
Gg2 black 
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black and white, with fome little zig-zag ornaments hang- 
ing from them; thefe were not the effect of chance, but de-~ 


fign, as, during the time that the General was making them, 


\ Aa 


he King was talking to him, and appeared.to be giving di- 
rections, not ferioufly, but in a pleafant and rather jocofe 
way. ‘The painting being finifhed, the General and ARRA 
KOOKER joined the King and the Captain, who was fitting: 
with him; after. fome converfation, feveral bafkets of old 
cocoa-nuts in a ftate of vegetation, and fome other feeds, 
were brought; and the linguift acquainted the Captain that 
they were brought to OROOLONG to be planted for the Eng- 
/ifo.—RaAA Kook then defired Gaptain WuiLson. would. ac- 
company him and. Arra Kooker, and fhew them where he 
would like to have them planted, and that fome of our peo- 
ple, with tools, would affift them, by digging the holes; 
which being done, the General and his brother planted feve- 
ral cocoa-nut and other fruit-trees round the cove where the 
Engl/b lived ; and it was obferved, that in covering each nut, 
or feed with earth, they faid fomething gently to themfelves, 
with an appearance of folemnity that looked like a folemn 
rite. When they had completed this work, they told the: 
Captain thefe would be future fruits. for him, and the Eng- 
lifp, whenever they returned; and that, fhould any inhabi- 
tants of the other iflands accidentally come on fhore atORo0-= 
LONG, and eat thereof, they would thank the Engl/b for their 
refrefhment.—In the evening they tried to launch the vef- 
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fel, but to their great difappointment could not move her, 
until the tide began to fall; they therefore let every thing 
remain until the next tide, Hoping in that time to difcover 
and remove the obftruction. 

BLANCHARD: having come over with the King in the 


morning, gave: an account to his comrades of his: treatment 


after the Captaim and his companions had left him; the 


King, he faid, was very much pleafed in the thought of his 
being to remain at PELEW, and with. his readinefs to ftay 
with them, and had promifed to make him a Rupack, and 
to give him two wives, together with a houfe and planta- 
tions; affuring him, that he would do every thing to make 
him happy and contented, and.that he fhould always be with 
himfelf or RAA KooKx. 

MADAN BLANCHARD was a man of a fingular character, 
about twenty years of age, of rather a grave turn of mind, 
at the fame time poffeffing a confiderable degree of dry 
humour; and what rendered the circumftance of his deter- 
mination the more remarkable was, its being well known: 
that he had formed no particular attachment on the ifland. 
His good-tempered, inofftenfive behaviour during the voyage 
had gained him the regard of all his {hip-mates ;. and, feeing, 
the extraordinary refolution he had taken of remaining be- 
hind, every one was anxious to intereft the natives -in. his 
favour. Ashe perfevered in his refolution to the laft, every 
reader will naturally feel a with to learn. fomewhat of the 
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fubfequent fortune of a man voluntarily cutting" himfelf off 
from the re{t of the world—dubious as the event may be, 
whether this knowledge may hereafter ever reach our ears. 
It is by no means improbable, if he has conducted himfelf 
well, that by this time he may have become a character of 
confiderable confequence: courage he poffeffed in an emi- 
nent degree, a virtue held in high eftimation by the natives. 
Unfortunately, his fituation in life having denied him any 
advantage of education, he was unable either to write or read, 
otherwife his memoirs, fince the year 1783, well digefted, 
might, to all the inveftigators of imple nature, be infinitely 
more interefting than thofe of half the minifters and ftate{= 
men of Europr, whe have only bequeathed to pofterity a 
remembrance of all thofe dark counfels, fecret devices, and 


profligate intrigues, which difturbed the tranquillity of the 
age they lived in. 
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The Veffel fucce/sfully launched.—The great Satisfaction ex- 
preffed by the Natives on the Occafion.—Our People give the 
King the Remainder of the Tools.—Captain Wi.son /ent 
jor by the King to the Watering-place, who propofes to make 
him a Rupack of the firft Rank.—Invefis him with the bigheft 
Order of the BONE.—A De/cription of the Ceremony. 
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HE night proving fine, every hand had fufficient em- Sunday 9. 


ployment in preparing things for launching the vef- 
fel; they fwept her with a lower-fhroud hawfer, and car- 
ried out an anchor and hawfer a-head, and got a runner 
and tackle purchafe upon it; they likewife got a poft with 
wedges fet againft the ftern-poft, and every thing ready be- 
fore day-light. The tide ebbed extraordinary low this night, 
infomuch that fome of our people walked dry to the flower- 
pot ifland, which had never been done at any other time be- 
fore fince their coming to this place; it was low-water rather 
before two o’clock this morning. At day-light they began 
to try their work, to fee if their preparations would anfwer 
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their wifhes, and got the veffel down about fix feet; they 
then {topped till high-water, and fent to the King, who with 
all his attendants came over to be prefent at the launch.— 
About feven o'clock, our people happily got their veffe] 
afloat, to the general joy of every fpectator, all appearing 
deeply interefted in the fuccefs of this event.—The Englifp 
gave three loud huzzas at her going off, in which they 
were joined by the natives, whofe friendly hearts feemed 
on this occafion to feel a fatisfaction little inferior to that 
of our own people, which may be fuppofed to have been 
great indeed.—The Ezgi/h fhook hands with each other, 


with acordiality but feldom experienced; and the mutual 


Jook of congratulation, exchanged from eye to eye, con- 


veyed to each other’s feelings, with energy. and ardour, thofe 
fentiments of tranfport which words would not with equal 
force have communicated. The long-wifhed-for moment 
of deliverance was now almoft arrived; every one faw again, 
in imagination, thofe objects of his affeCtion, from whom, 
but a few weeks paft, he thought he had been feparated for 
ever. And the part the inhabitants of PeLew appeared to 
take in the comfort of the day, extinguifhed for the prefent 
every alarm that had been unjuftly entertained.—Indeed the 
conduct of the latter now exhibited, in lovelieft colours, the 
triumph of native benevolence.—They faw thofe ftrangers 


ready to depart, from whofe aid they had benefited, and 
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from whofe talents and-art they had received a knowledge 
and information which had never hitherto reached them ; 
they faw them exhilarated with the profpect of returning 
once ntore (after all their dangers) to their own country, 
whither they were bearing back thofe envied faculties which 
they might never witnefs again. And yet we behold thefe 
virtuous natives, glowing with the fpirit of true philan- 
thropy, in the general tranfport forgetting themfelves, and 
rejoicing with thofe that rejoiced ! 

The veffel was immediately hauled into a dock that had 
been dug for her, and fafely moored, when all went to 
breakfaft—the King and the Rupacks with the Captain, the 
attendants with the people: this was indeed the happieft 
and moft comfortable meal they had eaten fince the lofs of 
the ANTELQPPE. When breakfatt was over, they got up 

fhears, and took in the mafts, the water-cafks, and the two 
fix-pounders.. They now made the King a prefent of all the 

other tools they could fpare ; and took up the ways, on ac- 

y count of the nails, of which they were in want. The veffel 
having ftopped two or three times in the launching, which 
had caufed them fome trouble, and more uneafinefs; in 
taking up the ways, they perceived that it had been occa- 
“fioned by a nail in the bottom not being drove home, the 
head of which had grooved the plank all the length of the 
ways.—When the flood-tide came in the afternoon, they 
hauled the veffel into the bafon, which was a deep place of 
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four or five fathom water, in the middle of the level fandy 
flat of the harbour, eine enough to hold three veffels of 
the fame magnitude, where they could lie afloat at low 
water. In the night they got on board all their provifion, 
{tores, ammunition, and arms, except fuch as were intended 
to be given to ABBA THULLE; and renewed their labour in 
the morning, taking on board their anchors, cables, and 
other neceffaries, making bitts, and fitting a rail acrofs the 
{tern of the veffel. In the morning the King fent a mef- 
fage to Captain WILSON, defiring him to come to him at 
the watering-place; and on his arrival acquainted him, that 
it was his intention to inveft him with the order of the Bone, 
and make him in forma Rupack of the firft rank. The Cap- 
tain expreffed his acknowledgments for the honour he pur- 
ae to confer on him, and the pleafure he. felt at being 
admitted a Chief of PELEw.—The King, and all the Rz- 
pet then went and fat down under the fhade of fome 
ye trees, and Captain WILSON was defired to fit at a lit- 
tle diftance; when Raa Koox receiving the Bowe, pre- 
fented it, as from his brother-ABBA THULLE, and wanted 
to know which hand he. ufed in common; this the Ge- 

neral wifhed to afcertain, by putting a ftone in his hand, 
which he defired him to throw at a diftance; finding it was 
the right hand he naturally ufed, he was again requefted 


to fit down, and the Bone was applied to his left hand, to 
fee if it was large enough for his hand to flip through ; 


being 
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being not found. fufficiently fo, it was rafped away, till 
jadged to be wide enough, when Raa Kook, the CHIER 
Minifier, and all the Rupacks, proceeded to the inveftment, 
in-the following manner :—The General, made a {tring 
faft to each of the fingers of the Captain’s left-hand, and 
then lubricating the hand with oil, the Cuizr Mini/er 
placed himfelf behind the Captain, holding him fait by 
the fhoulders; Raa Koox then paffed the different ftrings 
through the Bove, and giving them to another RKupacs, 
they endeavoured to draw his hand through; Raa Kook 
at the fame time, with his own hand, comprefiing that of 
the Captain into the fmalleft compafs he poffibly could, fo 
that-the Bove might pais over the joints. _ During this the 
moft’ profound filence was preferved, both by the Rupaces 
who affifted, and the people who attended as {pectators, 
except by the King, who. occafionally fuggefted in what 
manner they might facilitate the operation. The point 
being at laft obtained, and the hand fairly pafied through, 
the whole aflembly expreffed great joy. ABBA -THULLE 
then fee Captain WiLson, told him, that the Bone 
foould be rubbed bright every day, and preferved as a tefrimony 
of the rank he held amongft them; thai this mark of dignity 
miujt, on every occafion, be defended valiantly, nor Suffered to 
be torn from biscarm but withthe lofs pee 
The ceremony ended, all the Rupacks congratulated Cap- 
tain WILSON on his being one of their Order; and the in- 
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1783. ~~ ferior natives flocked round to look at the Bone, and appear- 
ssiley cee”: highly pleafed to fee his arm adorned with it, calling him 
Englees Rupack. 

Thofe who may have been witneffes of the confer- 
ring the more fplendid Orders of diftinction, beftowed by 
fovereigns of powerful and polifhed kingdoms, where the 
Gothic hall is decorated with waving banners—where mi- 

,) tred prelates affift the ceremony—where the pomp of re- 
gal ftate impofes on the fenfe—and the blaze of fuperb or- 
naments, beaming from female beauty, gracing the cere- 
mony, overpowers the fpectator with a vaft difplay of mag- 


nificence—fuch may with a {mile of contumely read the 


— 


conceptions of thefe children of nature, or be difpofed 
to ridicule the fimplicity with which the unadorned na- 
tives of PeLew hold a chapter of their higheft Order 
of the Bone. But it will be recollected, that the objec? 
and the ezd are every where the fame.—This mark of 
diftinction is given and received in thofe regions as a reward 
of valour and fidelity, and held out as the prize of merit. 
—In this hght fuch public honours were originally confi- 
dered, and {till ought to be fo, in every ftate, from PELEW 
to BRiraIn.—And while they continue to be thus regarded, 
they will operate on the human paffions, excite emulation, 
infpire courage, promote virtue, and challenge refpect.— 
i The decoration indeed derives all its fplendor from the 
: | combined ideas of the mind whilt viewing it; and the 


imagination. 
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imagination is equally impreffed with the fame fentiment, aL a 
whether the badge of honour be a ftrip of velvet tied round 
the knee, a tuft of ribband and crofs dangling at the button- 
hole, a ftar embroidered on the coat,—or a Boze upon the 


arn. 
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The good Conduct of the Natives, not-to diflurd or impede the 
Operations of our People.—The King informs Captain Wi- 
SON of his Intention to fend his fecond Son, LEE Boo, under 
bis Care, to ENGLAND.—RaAa Kook having alfo folicited 
ABBA THULLE’s Permiiffion to accompany the Englith, is 
refufed by his Brother, on very prudential Motives.—A fin- 
gular Occurrence refpecting one of the King’s Nephews.— 
The Time of the Veffel’s Departure noticed—and, preparatory 
to it, an Infcription, cut on a Plate of Copper, is fixed to a 


tL sue 


large Tree, to record the Lofs of the ANTELOPE 


Monday 10. I Y the evening the tents were all cleared, and every thing 


carried on board from the old habitations at the Cove.— 
Our people being much hindered by the natives wifhing to 
come on board the veffel to fee and admire her, it was ob- 
ferved by Raa Kook, and mentioned by him to the King, 
who immediately gave directions that none but the Chiefs 


fhould go, and that the others fhould only paddle along- 


c= 4 1 Ty 


tide, and look at her from their canoes. When all the ftores 
were on board, and the fails bent, the Captain invited 
ABBA 'THULLE to accompany him in her round to the wa- 


tering 
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tering-place, which he declined, and went with his atten- 
dants over land; the invitation was however accepted by 
the General and ARRA KooxkeEr, who were highly delighted 
at every manoeuvres; their canoes, with many others, full 
of the natives, attended them, fhouting, hallooing, and re- 
joicing, Raa Koox calling out continually to his people to 
obferve every motion and action of the Eng/i/p in conduct- 
ing their veffel. They carried her to the weft fide of the 
ifland, and moored her in fix fathom, abreaft of the well of 
freth water.—Captain Wilson then went on fhore to the 
King, accompanied by Raa Koox and ARRA KOOKER, who 
related to their brother every circumftance they had noticed, 
deéfcribing particularly the man heaving the lead, and the 
manner of anchoring.—Some canoes, as ufual, had been out 
a fifhing, and caught a great quantity, of which they had 
made no diftribution, waiting for the Evg//b to come and 
fhare with them; this friendly attention could not be ac- 
cepted, as all our people were on ‘board, and they had no 
convenience as yet made for a fire-place in their little veffel. 
The King then afked the Captain to ftay and eat fome of 
the fith with him, which he complied with, the interpreter 
remaining with him. 

ABBA THULLE had, in his vifits to OROOLONG, been al- 
ways a Very attentive obferverof whatever he faw the Enelih 
were employed in, ftanding by them frequently whilft at 
work for a confiderable time, and-noticing every trivial oc- 


ty 
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rence.—He had already, as will be recollected, hinted an 
intention of fending two of his people to ENGLAND, when- 
ever the veffel was ready to depart; and this evening, after 
fupper, reverting to what he had formerly mentioned, he 
explained himfelf more fully on the fubject; he told the 
Captain, that though his fubjects looked up to him with re- 
fpect, and regarded him as not only fuperior in rank but in 
knowledge, yet, that after being with the Ezg/i/f, and con- 
templating their ingenuity, he had often felt his own infig- 
nificance, in feeing the loweft man, whom the Captain had 
under his command, exercife talents that he had ever been 
a ftranger to; he had therefore refolved to intruft his fe- 
cond fon, whofe name was LEE Boo, to Captain WILSON’s 
care, that he might have the advantage of improving him- 
felf by accompanying the Eugi/i/b, and of learning many 
things, that might at his return greatly benefit his own 
country.—He added, that one of the Ma/ays from PELELEW 
fhould alfo go to attend on him.—He defcribed his fon as a 
young man of an amiable and gentle difpofition; that he 
was fenfible, and of a mild temper, and {poke much in his 
commendation ; faid he had fent for him from a diftant place, 
swhere he had been under the care of an old man; that he 
was then at PELEW, taking leave of his friends, and would 
be with him at OROoLOoNG the next morning; Raa Koox 
alfo joined, with his brother ARRA KOOKER, in giving the 
fame good character of their nephew. 


Captain 
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Captain WILSON replied, that he was exceedingly obliged 
and honoured by this fingular mark of his confidence and 
efteem; that he fhould have thought himfelf bound in gra- 
titude to take care of any perfon belonging to PELEW, whom 
the King might fend; but in this cafe, he wifhed to aflure 
him, that he fhould endeavour to merit the high truft repofed 
in him, bytreating the young prince with the fame tendernefs 
and affection as his own fon.—This anfwer gave vifible fatif- 
faction; and then the converfation changing, the King expre{- 
{ed a with that the veffel might go down to PELEw before her 
departure ; the reafon he affigned for making this requett 
was, that many of the men had enjoyed various opportuni- 
ties, at OROOLONG, Of feeing the veffel and her conftruction ; 
but that this had not been the cafe with the aged, the women, 
and the children; that, if they went down to PELEW, thefe 
latter would then have the pleafure of gratifying their curi- 


ofity; that the mothers would hereafter talk over to their 


children and families the fingularity of the fight, recall the’ 


circumftance to their memories, and by this means the name 
of the Engilifh, and of their building fuch a veffel on the 
ifland of OROOLONG, would be preferved by his people, 
which was what he much wifhed.—Captain WILSON, who 
well knew the difpofition of his own people, and was in 
his mind fully perfuaded that their former fufpicions would 


revive, and induce them to doubt whether fome treachery 
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was not concealed under this requeft; fearing alfo, that the 
eagerne{s of the natives to come on board and view her inte- 
rior, as well as her exterior form, might caufe confufion and 
delay, oppofed the King’s propofal, by fuggefting fuch well~ 
conceived objections to it, that he acquiefced, and nothing 
more was ever faid on the fubject. 

It may not be improper in this place to notice, that from 
the time Raa Koox was bufied with the King in painting the ~ 
veffel, it was obferved, that there was a penfive gloom about 
him, which they had never before feen cloud his countenance, 
naturally open and cheerful.—The Captain found it had been 
occafioned by a difappointment he had met with.—His great 
attachment to the Exg/i. had induced him to afk his bro~ 
ther’s permiffion to. accompany them to ENGLAND, to which 
the King had refufed his confent; affigning the neceffity he 
was under to object to it, from the circumftance of his being 
the next heir, and the inconvenience that would arife in 
cafe of his own death when he fhould be abfent; the fuc-. 
ceffion of the fovereignty of PELEW firft devolving to the 
brothers of the King, in fucceffion, and after their deaths re- 
verting to the eldeft fon of the firft branch of the family ; the 
fecond fon becoming, of courfe, hereditary General of the 
forces. Andthoughthegood underftanding which Raa Koox 
poffeffed, fhewed him the impropriety of what he had defired, 
and the prudent ground of his brother’s refufal, yet it. was 
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evident 
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evident it had much depreffed him; indeed, the very {trong 
partiality he had from the firft teftified for our countrymen, 
the pleafure he always feemed to enjoy in their fociety, and 
the intereft he certainly felt in their welfare, would naturally 
touch his fenfibility, make him fee with regret the fails of 
his departing friends unfurled, and anticipate the pang of a 
farewel look! 

At day-light every body was bufied, in filling water, 
bending the fails, completing the fire-place, and getting the 
veffel ready for fea. 

Early this forenoon a circumftance arofe of a nature too 
fingular to be omitted.—There was a young man frequently 
with our people, who had taken a pleafure to affimilate 
himfelf to all their ways and manners, and who now ap- 
plied to Captain Wi son, to folicit him to také him in 
his veflel to ENGLAND; he was anfwered by the Cap- 
tain, that it would be impoffible to do it without the di- 
rection and confent of the King, who had already fpoken 
to him of taking his fon and another man; but, that as he 
wifhed it, he would {peak to the King, and know his plea-~ 
fure.—The young man above alluded to, was the King’s 
nephew, and fon of that brother who had been killed at 
ARTINGALL, and whofe death had occafioned the war 
which had fo lately been terminated between his uncle and 
thofe people.—Captain WILson accordingly mentioned the 
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affair to the King, who appeared much difpleafed at the 

application ; faid his nephew was a bad man, and neg- 

lected his family; that he had himfelf, two or three times, 
fince the deceafe of his father, changed his houfe and plan- 
tation for him, in order to cure his rambling difpofition, but 
that nothing feemed to affect, or alter him.—The nephew 
now prefented himfelf to urge his own fuit, probably think- 
ing, that the Captain, being prefent, would fecond his re- 
queft.—The King gave him. an abfolute denial, faying, 
“ You are undutiful, and neglectful of your mother; you have 
“<‘ deferving and good women for your wives, to whom, as well 
“as to all your relations, you behave ill, for which you have 
“been jufily expofed throughout the whole iland.—You are 
“ afpamed of your conduct, and would now fly from your fa- 
“<< ily; you foall not have my confent, and I defire the Captain 
“ mot to countenance you;—fiay at home,—and let your fenfe 
“ of (hame amend your life.” 

The Captain intimated to ABBA THULLE, that the veflel 
being completed, and the weather and wind fair, they in- 
tended to fail the next day: this circumftance feemed to 
give him great concern; he faid he had, by the return of 
the meffenger who came to him at the ifland of PETHOULL, 
fent word to the Rupacks of the different iflands in friend- 
fhip with him, that the day after the day that the Captain 


now mentioned would be the time of departure, they all 
wifhing 
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withing to bring the Evg/i/b fome prefents for their voyage, 
as memorials of their regard; and would in confequence 
come up the evening of the next day, in full hope of feeing 
them before they quitted ORooLoNG, a fatisfaction they 
would now be deprived of.—Captain WILson told ABBA 
THULLE, they had been fo amply ftocked with provifions 
by what his goodnefs had prepared for them, that they had 
fafficient ftore for all their voyage, and that the wind and 
weather befriending them, they muft requeft to take leave 
of him the next day. The difappointment the Chiefs would 
feel, fenfibly affected the King, as well as the recollection 
that he had himfelf been made the innocent inftrument of 
deceiving them. The Captain was alfo much hurt at find- 
ing the uneafinefs this circumftance had occafioned, and the 
more fo, when he perceived that the generofity of the King’s 
mind foon overcame it; for he almoft directly told him, that 
as it mu? be the /aff day, he requefted himfelf and his offi- 
cers would dine with him on fhore; which they all accord- 
ingly did.—The true caufe which induced the Exgli/h to 
think of going a day earlier than they had given out, was to 
avoid the vaft concourfe of ftrangers, who they knew were 
coming, and who, they feared, would impede their opera- 
tions by the number of their canoes, and their curiofity to 
examine the veflel ; the buftle and confufion that this would 


neceflarily have occafioned, muft have unavoidably incom- 
moded 
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moded our men, and prevented them from going away with 
that calmnefs and recolletion which their departure, and 
their pafflage over the reef, required.—After dinner, ARRa 
K-OOKER, who had, from the firft day of his feeing the New- 
joundland Dog, fet his heart on the animal, and had often 
exprefled a longing defire to poffefs it when our people went 
away, now renewed his folicitations: from the earneftnefs 
with which he begged it, and the care he affured them he 
would take of it, they were induced to make him happy, 
and relinquifh all right in poor SAILOR. 

Raa Kook, whofe thoughts were of a different turn, and 
whofe ideas were wholly intent on benefitting his country 
by every information he couwid ebtain from the Engl, 
made many enquiries about the method of building a veffel 
in their way; Mr. BARKER drew him a plan to work by, 
recommending the jolly-boat as a model, rather than the 
pinnace, fhe being broader, and not of fo deep a form. He 
exprefied a wifh to have the launching-ways left, and faid, 
if he was able to compafs fuch a purpofe, that he would 
do it on the fame fpot, efteeming it to be fortunate.— 
ABBA THULLE, Who had been diverted by ARRA KoOOKER’s 
requeft, appeared to lend a very ferious attention to the 
fubject which had fo much engaged Raa Kook ; obferving 
that with the iron and tools they had now in their poffef- 
fion, they could do more work in a few days, than they 


could 
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could before in as many months.—While the Captain was 


, 7 NOVEMBER. 
on fhore,.fome words had “rifen: between two of his men on 


board, which had produced a blow, and a bloody nofe; this 


paffing on the deck, and being feen by many of the natives, 


who were alongfide in their canoes, the account of it foon 
reached the fhore ; the Captain went immediately on board 
to enquire the caufe. After reprimanding the parties, he 
returned to the King, who being apprized of the bufinefs, 
was told that it was a trifling difpute, and the effect of paf- 
fion; on hearing which, he faid, ‘‘ chere were in all coun- 
“ tries bad men, who he Juppofed could not be kept in order.” 


Some of the Rupacks, however, afked if fuch an accident 


might happen to the young man who was to go with him: 


(meaning the King’s fon) ; Captain WILson affured them 
no fuch thing could, as Lez Boo would be as his own fon, 
and entirely under his own care: with which anfwer they 
all appeared fatisfied. 

Before our people quitted the Cove, they left an Enolip 
pendant hoifted on a large tree, which grew clofe to where 
their tents had ftood; and cut upon a plate of copper the 
following infcription, which after being nailed to a thick 
board, was affixed to a tree near the {pot where they had 
built their little veffel : 
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The Honourable 
Enelifh Eaft India Company’s Ship 
The ANTELOPE, 
HeENryY WILSON, Commander, 
Was loft upon the reef north of this ifland _ 
In the night between the 9th and roth of 
Augult 5 
Who here built a veffel, 
And failed from hence 
The rath day of November 1783. ° 


The meaning of this infcription was explained to the King, 
and that it was put up as a memorial of the Eng//h having 
been there.—He was pleafed with the idea, and explained it 
himfelf to his own people, promifing that it fhould never 
be taken down, and if by any accident it fhould happen to 
fall, he would take care of it, and have it preferved at 
PELEW. 

The difcourfe of the day turned much on the fubject of 
their departure; whilft they fat together, ABBA THULLE, 

7 addreffing 
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addreffing Captain WiLson, faid, “ You are going; and 
“< when gone, I fear the inhabitants of ARTINGALL will 
“come down in great numbers and moleft me, as they bave 
“* done frequently before; and, having loft the aid of the Eng- 
“ ith, I ball be unable to refit them, unlefs you will leave 
“< mea few of your mufquets, which you have already taught 
“ me to hope you would.”—Captain WiLson {poke to his 
officers on the propriety of doing this inftantly ; they feemed 
fomewhat unwilling to put the arms they actually meant to 
give them, into their hands till the -laft moment ;—that mif- 
truit which had poffeffed their minds, ftill kept its hold, and 
appeared too ftrongly impreffed on their countenances to 
efcape the quick difcernment of the King; who, willing per- 
haps that they fhould know he had noticed their apprehen- 
fions, with that calm reflecting temper which marked his 
character, afked if they were afraid to truft him with a 
few arms? % What 1s there (faid he) can make you harbour 
6° doubts of me? I never teftified any fear of you, but en- 
‘¢ deavoured to convince you that I wifbed your friend/bip.— 
“© Had I been difpofed to have harmed you, I might bave done 


“¢7t long ago; Ihave at all times bad you in my power—but 


“< have only exercifed that power in making it ufeful to you 
‘6 and can you not confide in me at the laf?” 

When the foregoing pages are attentively confidered, 
the hofpitality with which our people had been treated, 
both by ABBA THULLE and the natives, from the firft 
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friendly interview to the prefent moment—who had fpread 
before them whatever they had to give, or their country 
produced ; and when, added to this, the King, as an unequi-’ 
vocal proof of the high opinion he entertained of the Eng- 
lifh, Was going to confign his own fon to their /care—is 
there a reader who, recalling” all thefe circumftances, can 
wonder they affected the fenfibility of Appa THULLE ?—Or 
rather, is there a reader who will not be ready with my- 
felf to afk, Under what fun was ever tempered the fteel 
that could cut fuch a paffage to the heart as this juft re- 
proach of the King’s Every individual felt its force, and 
its truth ;—every individual alfo felt how much his mind 
had injured the virtues of this excellent man.—Nor was 
the wound of this reproach rendered lefs acute by the con- 
fcioufnefs each man had, of having been fo lately induced, 
by his unjuft fears, to join in fuch deftructive counfel againft 
him and his family. 

But the eye of philofophy will candidly view and dif 
criminate between the two parties; the people of PeLEw, 
tutored in the fchool of Nature, acted from her impulfe 
alone, they were open and undifguifed; unconfcious of 
deceit themfelves, they neither feared nor looked for it in 
others.—Our countrymen—born and brought up in a civi- 
lized nation, where Art affumes every form and colouring 
of life, and is even perfectioned into a fcience, were fa- 


fhioned by education to fufpicion and diftruft, and awake 
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to all their bufy fuggeftions.—Such is the fatal knowledge 
the world teaches mankind, fencing too often the human 
heart againft the inlets of its own happinefs, by weakening 
confidence, the moft valuable bond of fociety ! 

The King’s rebuke was too powerful for our people to 
refift; they inftantly defired the Captain to affure him, that 
whatever had been promifed fhould be faithfully fulfilled, 
and, to convince him they could have no fufpicions, the 
arms fhould be immediately given to him; they accord- 
ingly fent on board for the quantity of arms they could with 
conveniency fpare, and on the boat’s return prefented him 
with five mufquets, five cutlaffes, near a barrel of gunpow- 
der, with gun-flints and ball in proportion. Captain WILson 
alfo made him a prefent of his own fowling-piece, with 
which he feemed to be particularly pleafed; having often 
feen its effect on the fowls and other birds at PELEW. 

And now the gentle fpirit of the King appeared to forget 
every trace of what had happened ;—but the fcene enabled 
all who were prefent to tranfmit to pofterity a moft captivat- 


ing picture of the forcible, yet mild triumph of virtue ! 
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LEE Boo arrives, and 1s introduced to Captain WILSON; 
who, at the King’s Defire, remains all Night on Shore.—The 
interefing Manner in which he delivers bis Son to his Care.— 
The Captain gives BLANCHARD Advice how to conduct bim- 
Jef.—In the Morning Signals for failing reared.—A Boat 
Jent to bring the Captain on board.—The King and his Bro- 

i thers accompany them to the Reef.—Mudltitudes of the Na- 

7 \ tives, in their Canoes, furround the Veffel to tefiify their 

Regard.—The King takes an affectionate Leave of the Eng- 

lifh.—Character of Ansa THULLE.—Raa Koox croffes 

ibe Reef, and goes a good Way to Sea before he quits them. 

—His Characier.—The Englith proceed on their Voyage to 

CHINA. 


Tuefday 11. N the evening arrived the King’s fecond fon, LEE Boo; 
he was brought from PELEw by his elder brother, Qu1 

BILL, to accompany our people to ENGLAND. His fa- 

ther introduced him to Captain WILson, and then to the 

officers who were on fhore ; he approached them all in fo 

eafy and fo affable a manner, and had fo much good- 

. humour and fenfibility in his countenance, that every one 
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was immediately impreffed in his favour, and felt that in- 


tereft for him which his amiable manners daily increafed.— 


Before dark the officers took their leave of the King, and. 


went on board the OROOLONG, leaving the Captain behind, 
whom ABBA THULLE had requefted to pafs the night on 
fhore. The King now (having LEE Boo clofe at his fide) 
difcourfed much with him, giving him in{ftructions how to 
conduc himfelf, and what he was to attend to; telling him 
he was henceforward to look upon Captain WILSON as an- 
other father, and win his affection by obferving his advice. 
—Then, addrefling the Captain, faid, “* When LEE Boo got 
<¢ to ENGLAND, he would have fuch fine things to fee, that 
‘he might chance to flip away from him, to run after no- 
‘¢ velty ; but that he hoped the Captain would keep him as 
‘¢ much as he could under his eye, and endeavour te mode- 
“rate the eagernefs of his youth.” 

After further converfation relative to the confidence re- 
pofed in Captain WiLson, ABBA THULLE concluded his 
recommendation in nearly thefe exprefflions :—“ I would 
“‘ wilh you to inform LEE Boo of all things which be ought to 
‘“¢ know, and make bim an Englithman.—The /ubject of part- 
“ing with my fon I have frequently revolved; I am well 
“<< gware that the difiant countries be muff go through, differ- 
“ing much from bis own, may expofe bim to dangers, as 
& qyell as to difeafes that are unknown to us bere, in. confe- 
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quence of which he may die;—I have prepared my thoughts 


nN 


“to this;—I know that death is to all men inevitable, and 


¢ 


— 


whether my Jon meets this event at PELEW, or élfewbere, is 
immaterial—I am fatisfied, from what I have obferved of 
the humanity of your character, that if be is fick, you will be 
“kind to him; and, foould that happen, which your utmoft 


“care cannot prevent, let it not binder you, or your brother, 
6 


4 


wn 
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an 


nw 


or your fon, or any of your countrymen, returning here; I 
** foall receive you, or any of your people, in Sriendpip, and re- 
““ joice to fee you again.” 

Captain WILson repeated his affurance, that he would 
have the fame care for Ler Boo as for his own child, and 
that nothing fhould be wanting on his part to teftify, in his 
attention to the fon, the gratitude and regard he fhould ever 
feel for the father. 

The thoughts of the King, as well as thofe of the Cap- 
tain, were too much engaged, to devote much of the night 
to fleep; ApBA THULLE paffed a confiderable part of it, 
as did alfo the Rupacks, in difcourfing with their young 
countryman, who was now launching into a new and un- 
tried world, and on the point of being feparated by an 
immenfe diftance from every former connection.—Being 
fo near to their departure, Captain WILson took this op- 
portunity to talk again with BLANcHARD, and to give 


him advice how he fhould conduct himfelf towards the 


natives, 
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natives, and in what things he could be inftructive and 
beneficial to them; particularly in working fuch iron as 
had been given to them, and what more they might here- 
after obtain from the wreck; and alfo in taking care of 
the arms and ammunition they had left them, which 
would be of the utmoft confequence ; requefting he would 
never go naked, like the natives, as, by preferving the form 
of drefs his countrymen had appeared in, he would always. 
fupport a fuperiority of character; and, that he might be 
better enabled to follow this advice, he was furniflied with 
all the clothes they could fpare; and directed, when thefe 
were worn out, to make himfelf trowfers with a mat, which 
he could always procure from the natives, and thereby pre- 
ferve that decency he had always been accuftomed to.—Nor 
in the inftructions delivered tohim, were forgotten an atten- 
tion to his religion; he was earneftly exhorted not to neglect 
thofe acts of devotion which he had been taught to practife : 
and to keep a Sabbath or Sunday, and follow thofe Chrittian 
duties in which he had been educated.—He was laftly de- 
fired to afk for any thing that he might think would be of 
ufe and comfort to him :—when he requefted to have one of 
the fhip’s compaffes ; and, as the pinnace was to be left, that 
they might have the mafts, fails, oars, and every thing be- 
longing to her; which were all given, as foon as they had 
towed the veffel over the reef. 

In the morning, at day-light, an Exelj/h jack was hoifted 


at 
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at the maft-head of the veffel, and one of the fwivels fired 


as a fignal for failing; this being explained 
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to the King, he 


ordered boats immediately to take on board yams, cocoa- 


nuts, {weetmeats, and other things provided 


t( i +} = 7 TQ2O0e ® 
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befide which, many canoes of the natives, loaded with a pro- 


\J 9 


fufion of provifion, lay alongfide the ORooLoNG; fo that, 


had all the expected northern Rupacks added their intended 


prefents, it would have fupplied a fhip of five times the 


fize, 


As foon as the vefiel was loaded with every thing they 


could take on board, and got ready for fea, the boat was fent 


on fhore for the Captain; who acquainting the King there- 


with, he fignified that he and his fon would come on board 


prefently in his canoe.—Captain WILson then took BLan- 
j ¥ i 


CHARD, as alfo the five men who had come on fhore for 


him, into a temporary houfe that had been erected for the 


accommodation of the Rupack MAATH, who was expected 


we & 


from the northward, and being entered, he once more re- 


quefted BLANCHARD to imprefs on his memory all that 


advice which he had before given him, and particularly to 


be obfervant of his duty, that the people of PELEW might 


thereby fee that he retained that faith and fenfe of religion 


in which he had been trained. He then made the feamen 


prefent kneel down with him, and unite in thank{giving 


to that Supreme Being, who had not only fupported their 


{pirits in the midft of fevere toils and dangers, but had 


Now 
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now opened to them the means of deliverance.—During this 
act of devotion, the King and his Chiefs remained near the 
entrance of the houfe, obferved and well knew what our 
people were about, and preferved a profound filence. 

It alfo muft be noticed, that when Lez Boo came up, a 
bafket, with fome dozens of a fruit refembling an apple, 
was brought from PELEWw; they were of an oblong fhape, 
and in colour of a deep crimfon, not unlike what are called 
in ENGLAND The Dutch Paradife Apple *,.—They {poke of 
them as a fruit that was very rare, and faid they were then 
juft coming in feafon. The Captain gave one to each of his 
officers, being a fruit they had not feen before; and the reft 
he carefully referved for his young paffenger, to treat him 
with during his voyage. 

About eight o’clock in the morning the Captain went on 
board in his boat; the King, with his fon‘LeEz Boo, and 
his Rupacks, followed him very foon in their canoes, accom- 
panied by BLANCHARD; their little veflel was fo deeply 
loaded with their fea {tores, that a doubt arofe whether fhe 
might be able to get over the Reef, it was therefore agreed 
to land the two fix-pounders, and leave the jolly-boat be- 
hind, they having no materials wherewith to repair her, and 
without it fhe could not much longer fwim. This being 


made known to the King, and that they were in want of a 


* Of this fruit there are different forts, in many of the South Sea iflands ; it is the 
Jamboo Apple, the Eugenia Malaccenfis of Linnaus. 
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boat, he immediately offered to fupply them with a canoe, 
and pointed to feveral then alongfide; all which being too 
large to hoift on board the veffel, the King difpatched his. 
eldeft fon Qui B1iLL.on fhore, who foon returned with one 
of a proper fize. 

Mr. SHarP had been defired to take the King’s fon un- 
der his. particular care, till the OROOLONG fhould arrive at 
CHINA; and ABBA THULLE now pointed out Mr. SHarRp 
to him, who he faid was.to be his Suca/ic; and from that 
moment LEE Boo attached himfelf to him, keeping clofe at 
his fide in whatever part of the veffel he went. In putting 
every thing to order befere the OROOLONG moved, there 
was a {mall fail belonging to the pinnace, which could not 
be found. BLANCHARD: was now got into the pinnace, in: 
order to take the veffel in tow; he had, with the moft un- 
wearied affiduity, lent his countrymen every affiftance in 
his power to the laft, and, having laid up carefully the fail 
enquired after, came on board to. fhew where he had ftowed 
it; which having done, he wifhed them all a profperous 
voyage, and, without teftifying the fmalleft degree of regret, 
took leave of all his old fhip-mates, with as. much eafe as 
if they were only failing from Lonpon to GRAVESEND, and 
were to return with the next tide. 

The OROOLONG now proceeded towards the reef ; and, 
loaded as fhe had been by AgBaA THULLE’s bounty, even to 
fuperfluity, with whatever he conceived might be ufeful or 
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pleafant to his departing friends, yet on either fide of her 
were a multitude of canoes, filled with the common natives, 
who had all brought our people prefents from themfelves, 
intreating they might be accepted.—It was in vain they 
were told that the veffel was fo full there was no room te 
receive any thing more; each held up a little fomething, 
“ Only this from me”—“* Only this from me,” was the ge- 
neral cry;—the repetition of which was urged with fuch 
fupplicating countenances, and watery eyes, that this be- 
witching teftimony of affection and generofity almoft over- 
came every one on board.—From fome of thofe who were 
neareft, a few yams or cocoa-nuts were accepted; and the 
poor creatures, whofe intreaties could not be attended to, 
unable to bear the difappointment, paddled a-head, and 
threw the little prefents they had brought into the pinnace, 
totally ignorant that fhe was to return back with BLan- 
CHARD. 

Several canoes preceded the pinnace, to mark the fafeft 
track for the veffel; and others were ftationed at the reef, by 
the King’s command, to point out the deepeft water for her 
paffage over it: by all the previous examinations, as well as 
by the prefent precautions, the OROOLONG cleared the reef 
without the leaft difficulty. 

The King accompanied the Eve/if/ in their veffel, almott 
to the reef, before he made a fignal for his canoe to come 


Tele alone fide ; 
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alongfide; he gave LEE Boo his bleffing, wifhing him 
happy and profperous, which his fon received with great 
re{pect.—Seeing Captain WILson bufied in giving direc- 
tions to his people, he ftopt till he found him quite at li- 
berty, and then went up to him and embraced him with 
great tendernefs, fhewing, by his looks and voice, how much 
he was diftreffed to bid him farewell; he fhook all the 
officers by the hand, in a moft cordial manner; faying, 
“* You are happy because you are going home ;—I am happy to 
“find you are happy—but full very unhappy myfelf to fee you 
“ soing away.”—Then, afluring our people of his affetionate 
wifhes for their fuccefsful voyage, he went over the fide of 
the veffel into his canoe.—Moft of the Chiefs on board left 
them at the fame time, except Raa Kook, and a few men 
who attended him, who would fee the Exg// clear of dan- 
ger to the outfide of the reef. As the canoes drew clofe and 
{urrounded that of the King, the natives all looked up eager- 
ly, as if to take leave, whilft their countenances communi- 
cated all their benevolent hearts felt, in looks more expref- - 
five than language. Our countrymen might with truth fay; 
they left a whole people in tears; and fo fenfibly were they 
impreffed themfelves by this interefting fcene, that when 
ABBA THULLE and his train turned back to OROOLONG, 
they were hardly able to give them three cheers, and their 
eyes purfued them to catch the lateft look, whilft every man 
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on board, with the warmeft emotions of gratitude, felt the 
efficacy of his fervices, which in a great meafure had brought 


about their deliverance—and the fteadinefs of his friendfhip, 





which, though from imaginary alarms at times doubted, 
they had found firm and unfhaken to the laft. 

Having now bid adieu to this good and amiable prince, it 
may not be improper to give an outline of his general cha- 
racter.—It is more than probable, that the curtain is for ever 
dropped between him and the world !—He is entered into 
his own unnoticed domains, where he and his Anceftry have 
paffed a long fucceffion of ages in oblivious filence, unknow- 
ing and unknown to their cotemporaries inhabiting the reft 
of the globe.—An accident, wholly unexpected, hath given 
us at laft atranfient fight of thefe people; nor is it likely 
that they will again be fought, or looked after, as they poffefs 
nothing but good fenfe and virtue, and live in a country 
which fupphes no materials that may tempt the avarice of 
mankind to difturb their tranquillity.—If they have not, nor 


yet know the comforts of civilized nations, the advantages of 





arts, or the blandifhments of luxury—they have, in counter- 
poife, been ignorant of the anxieties they awaken, the paf- 
fions which they inflame, and the crimes they give birth to! 
—Even in their {tate of native fimplicity, as pictured in the 
foregoing pages, there is, I fhould conceive, fufficient matter 
to intereft, and {till far more to admire. With regard to the 
excellent man, who ruled over thefe fons of Nature, he cer~ 
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tainly, in every part of his conduct, fhewed himfelf firm, 
noble, gracious, and benevolent; there was a dignity in 
all his deportment, a gentleneis in all his manners, and a 
warmth and fenfibility about his heart, that won the love of 
all who approached him.—Nature had beftowed on him a 
contemplative mind, which he had himfelf improved by 
thofe refleftions that good fenfe dictated, and obfervation 
confirmed.—His remarks on the affair of the mufquets was 
as pointed, and at the fame time as delicate a reproof as per- 
haps was ever thrown out.—His converfation with Captain 
WILSON, refpecting his fon, whiltt it fhewed an unbounded 
confidence on the part of the King, marked alfo the force of 
great fentiment and reafoning; and his rebuke, when re- 
fufing his nephew’s folicitation, difcovered a heart tutored in 
the fentiments of refined honour. 

The happinefs of his people feemed to be always in ABBA 
THULLE’s thoughts.—In order more effectually to ftimulate 
them to ufeful labour, he had himfelf learnt all the few arts 
they poffeffed, and was looked on, in fome of them, to be the 
beft workman in his dominions.—His requefting from Cap- 
tain WILSON the Céine/e mat, was only to give his people a 
better pattern than their own to follow ; and, in fending his 
fon to ENGLAND, and in the long inftru@tions given him be- 
fore his departure, he had not, nor could have, any other 
object in view, but that of benefitting his fubjects by the 


future improvements he would bring back to his country ; 


ideas, 
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ideas, which the intercourfe he had. had with the Expl 


muft have folely excited.—In fhort, had his lot been thrown 


to rule over a great nation, connected with mankind, one is 


at liberty to conjecture, that his talents and natural difpofition. 


might have made him the PETER of the fouthern world! 
Placed as he was by Providence in its obf{curer fcenes, he 
lived beloved by his Cdiefs, and revered by his people ; over 
whom, whilft he preferved. a dignity that diftinguifhed his 
fuperior ftation, he reigned more as the father than the fo- 
vereign.—The eyes of his fubjects beheld their naked prince 
with as much awe and refpect, as thofe are viewed who 
govern polifhed nations, and are decorated with all the daz-- 
aling parade and ornaments of royalty ;. nor was the purple 


robe, or the fplendid diadem neceflary to point out a cha~ 


racter, which the mafterly hand of Nature had rendered.fo» 


perfect ! 

Having paffed the reef, and’ being clear of prefent dan-- 
ger, every one would have been in great fpirits, had not 
the pain of quitting thefe friendly people overfhadowed 
their joy.—Raa Kook remained very penfive, and fuffered: 
the veffel to proceed a confiderable way from the reef before: 
he recollected himfelf, and fummoned his: canoes to return: 
back.—As this Chief had been their firft and truly valuable: 
friend, they prefented him with a brace of piftols, and a car=- 
touch-box loaded with the proper cartridges.—The pinnace 
being now at the fide of the veffel, the Captain and officers 


were 
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were prepared to take leave of the General; but, when the 


i 
moment of feparation arrived, he was fo affected, that he was 
at firft unable to {peak ; he took them cordially by the hand, 
and pointing with the other to his heart, faid, i¢ was there 
he felt the pain of bidding them farewell; nor were there 
any on board who faw his departure without fharing nearly 
the fame diftrefs.—He addrefled LEE Boo by his name, 
and {poke a few words to him; but, being unable to pro- 
ceed, he went into the boat, when, imme ately quitting the 
rope, he gave our people a laft affectionate look, —then 
dropped aftern. 

This excellent man appeared to be fomewhat upwards 

{ forty years of age, was of a middling ftature, rather in- 
clinable to be corpulent; he had great expreffion of fen- 
fibility in his countenance, tempered with much zood- 
nature. His character was firm and determined, yet full of 
humanity ; in whatever he undertook he was fteady and 
perfeverings; he delivered his orders to the people with the 
utmoft lenity, but would be obeyed; and they, on eVery OC- 
cafion, feemed to ferve him with ardour and alacrity, as if 
mingling affection with duty. The reader muft have ob- 
ferved, that from his firft interview with our people, he had 
fhewn an attachment to them, which was never after lef- 
fened or cooled. He was not of fo ferious a caft as the King, 
nor had he that turn for humour and mimickry which ARRA 
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Kooker fo ftrongly poffefled; but he had abundant good- 

humour, was always pleafant and lively, and weil-difpofed to 

laughter, when it was occafionally excited. He had an eager 

{pirit of inquiry, and a defire to examine the caufes and rea- 

fons of every effect which he faw produced, and was wonder- 

fully quick in comprehending whatever was defcribed to him; 

his mind was ftrong and active, his behaviour manly and cour- 

teous, and accompanied with fo nice a fenfe of honour, that he 
_felt it wounded whenever any of the natives had, by their lit- 
tle trifling thefts, violated, as he judged, the laws of hofpi- 
tality, which he held moft facred, and always difcovered an 
impatience till he could make them reftore what they had 
taken away. “This he carried fo far as even to fhew his 
difpleafure at the CHIEF *inifier, for requefting a cutlafs of 
Captain WILSON (at the firft interview) thinking it a breach 
of this virtue, to folicit a favour of thofe who were fo fitu- 
ated, as not to be at liberty to refufe the requeft, though the 
granting it might be inconvenient. He was much amufed 
by the peculiar-manner of the Coive/e, and their way of 
talking; would frequently fit down: to pick .oakum with 
them, on purpofe to fee more of them, without feeming to 
intrude. Our people were probably partly indebted to his 
good offices for the fteady friendfhip the King had forthem; 
at leaft, on their firft coming, he certainly interefted his bro- 
ther in their favour. He beheld all duplicity with indigna- 
tion, and publicly, before the King, fhewed his contempt of 
Mm SOOGLE, 
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SOOGLE, the Ma/ay, who had dared to throw out infinua- 
tions prejudicial to the Exeli/b. He was communicative to 
our people on every occafion, and at all times willing to 
explain any thing to them; and, had they always had the 
linguit at their elbow, or a language in which they could 
have more eafily converfed with him, many things might 
have been cleared up, which muft now remain undeter- 
mined.— With all thefe excellent qualities, he appeared in his 
domeftic character equally refpectable ; as the reader will re- 
collect, who has had a view of his pleafant deportment in 
his own family, and has feen him in all the filent majefty of 
grief attending the obfequies of a valiant fon who had been 
flain in fighting for his country.—To al} thefe circumftances 
I mutt add, that the concern he difcovered in takin g leave of 
his nephew, and our countrymen, evidently proved there was 
no {mall portion of fenfibility lodged about his heart. 

Whuilt I am clofing this laft remark on the chara&er of 
RAA Kook, I cannot avoid making a general obferyation on 
the people of PELEw, who, though they appeared to be 
Philofophers in adverfity, Stoics in pain, and Herces in death, 
yet, in many of the more delicate feelings of the human 


breait, they poffeffed all the amiable tendernef of a Wor 
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The Englith, iz the OROOLONG, quit the PELEW I/fands.— An 
Account of their Paffage from thence to Macao.—Their 
Arrival there.—They difpofe of their Veffel, and proceed to 


CANTON, where they embark for ENGLAND. 


UR countrymen being now in a fair way of getting to 
CHINA, after parting with their humane friends-of 
PELEw, hauled up along the back of the reef, N. W. by N. 
having the end of the outer breakers on their lee-beam.— 
At noon the ifland of OROOLONG bore S.E. by E. : E. diftant 
about four leagues, from whence they took their departure; 
its latitude being 7° 19’ north, and longitude 134° 40’ eaft of 
GREENWICH. 

The two firft days after leaving the PELEW iflands, our 
people had tolerable weather, with light fqualls and rain, the 
wind variable from E.-to S. E. with which they fteered to 
the northward.—LEE Boo, the firft night he flept on board, 
ordered Boy am, his fervant (who was one of the two Ma/ays 
from PELELEW) to bring his mat upon deck; a warmer co- 
vering was prepared for him, to defend him from the cold.— 
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He was the next morning much furprized at not feeing land. 
——Captain WI1Lson now clothed him in a fhirt, waiftcoat, and’a 
pair of trowfers; he appeared to feel himfelf uneafy in wear- 
ing the two firft articles, and foon took them off and folded 
them up, ufing them only as a pillow; but, being impreffed 
with an idea of the indelicacy of having no clothing, he ne- 


ver appeared without his trowfers ; and as the veflel, pro- 


G@ 


ceding northward, advanced into a climate gradually grow- 
ing colder, he ina little time felt lefs inconvenience in putting 
on again his jacket and fhirt; to which, when he had been a 
little time accuftomed, his new-taught fenfe of propriety was 
{fo great, that he would never change his drefs, or any part of 
it, in the prefence of another perfon, always retiring for that 
purpofe to fome dark corner where no one could fee him:— 
The motion of the veffel at firft made him very fea-fick, and 
obliged him frequently to lie down; this ficknefs by degrees 
abating, he had one of the apples given him which had been 
brought from PELEw; he expreffed a doubt about eating its 
but, being told it was the Captain’s defire, and that ABBA 
THULLE had fent them for him, he obferved to Boram, that 
he was much indulged, none but a few great people having 
his father’s permiffion to eat of this fruit *. 

This young man was remarkably clean in his pérfon, 


rr 


wathing himfelf feveral times a day; and as foon as he was 


* This remark of Lrg Boo’s agrees with the King’s telling Captain Wizson, 
when he gave him thofe apples, that they were a great rarity, 
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perfectly recovered from his fea-ficknefs he appeared to be 
eafy and contented. The latitude, on the fourteenth at noon, 
was 9° 38’ north by obfervation——The day following was 
cloudy but good weather, with a {well from the N. E.—They 
faw a few fea-birds and flying-fith; and, having an obferva- 
tion at noon, found they were in latitude 10° 45’ north; the 
weather continued moderate, though cloudy, and their little 
veffel (excepting a fmall leak) was found in every refpect equal 
to their hopes.—They had this forenoon prayers read upon 
deck, all our people having, in this happy deliverance, too 
ftrong a recollection of the mercies of Providence not to offer 
them publicly, with hearts full of gratitude. The lati- 
tude at noon was 12° 1’ north.—LEE Boo was now fo well 
recovered as to eat a flying-fifh that was caught upon 
deck, and fome yam, having till this time eat very little. 
—He this afternoon told Boyam, ‘hat be was fenfible bis 
father and family had been very unbappy from knowing that 
be bad been fick. 

The weather.continuing fair, with the wind from the 
N.E. and eaft, they endeavoured this morning to make 
more room, by re-ftowing their provifion and ftores; in 
doing which they difcovered that the leak was under the 
end of one of the floor-timbers: it was propofed to cut 
it away, in order to come at and ftop it from within, but 


on more mature confideration this was. thought to be too 


dangerous. 
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dangerous an. attempt, as it might occafion the {tarting 
of a plank, which would expofe the’ veffel to the almoft 
certainty of finking; the idea was therefore immediately 
given up, as the water made was eafily cleared by two 
men at the pump.—The latitude at noon, by obfervation, 
Was 13° 19’ north.—In the night they had {trong fqualls, va- 
riable to the northward, with rain, and at times had very 
hot puits of wind, as if from land; they kept under an ealy 
fail and a good look-out until day-light, but faw no appear- 
ance of land; the weather being very unfettled, with {qualls 
and rain, and the wind varying at times to the eaftward, 
fouthward, and S. W. with lightning and dark clouds.—On 
the twenty-firft they found, by obfervation, their latitude to 
be 17° 47° north, and the next day were in 18° 29° north: 
the weather continuing very unfettled, with frequent fqualls, 
the wind remaining in the E. and S. E. quarters until the 
twenty-third, when it veered round to the N. E. with rain, 
till the next morning, the weather becoming then moderate 
and fair; the latitude at noon was 20° 43° north, by ob- 
fervation; in the night they had fome light {qualls, and 
kept a good look-out for the land.—In the morning, about 
three o’clock, having great ripplings in the water, they 
hauled up to the northward till day-light, when they faw 
the Basuzx iflands bearing W.N. W. diftant about three 
leagues. This circumftance much pleafed LEE Boo. He was 
ole 


eager to learn their names, which being told him repeatedly, 


until 
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until he could pronounce them; he took a piece of line, 
which he had brought with him for the purpofe of making 
remarks, and tied a knot thereon, as a remembrance of the 
circumftance.—At feven o’clock the wind changing to the 
northward, they bore away through a paflage between the 
iflands, and at noon were in the CHINA fea, their latitude 
21° 5 north, by obfervation ; they had now fair weather with 
fmooth water, and by four o’clock in the afternoon had loft 
fight of the BasneeE iflands. 

The next morning about nine o’clock they faw land upon 
their quarter, bearing from N.E.: N.to E. N. E. being part 
of the ifland of Formosa; at noon their latitude was 21° 
49 north. The fair weather continued next day, but with 
a {well from the northward, which wet them a little; their 
latitude at noon being 22°17’ north. The wind increafing in 
the afternoon to a frefh gale, they now felt a material change 
to cold, of which they were the more fenfible from the hot 
weather they had before experienced. The next morning 
they faw feveral Chine/e fifhing boats, and a {mall China 
junk*®*. At eight o’clock they faw land, being a {mail hill, 
bearing N. by W.; at noon they were in latitude 22° 20° 
north. The wind blowing brifkly, at one o’clock in the morn- 


ing they got foundings at twenty-five fathom, foft ground, 


* Funk isthe name given by Europeans to the Chinefe-built veffels employed in their 
home or coafting trade; fome of them are very large, and trade to Batavia and 
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they kept founding during the night, and at feven o’dlock 
in the morning they faw the land, bearing from N. by E. to 
W.S. W.: they ftood in amongit the iflands, as the wind 
would permit, and at noon were in latitude 22° 8’ north, 
the high land called the Assrs Ears then bearing S.S. W: 
They fteered to the weftward amoneft the iflands until fix 
o'clock in the evening, when they anchored in ten fathom 
water, a foft clay bottom, amongft fome {mall Chine/e veffels. 
—LrE Boo appeared quite delighted at the fight of land, 
and the number of boats on the water. 

The next morning Captain WILson procured a pilot to 
conduct their veffel between the iflands to Macao; and 
when they came in fight of it, an Engl jack was hoitted 
at the maft-head, which being feen by the officers of the 
Portuguefe fhips at anchor in the Tyra, they immediately 
fent their boats to meet our people, bringing with them 
fruit and provifions, as alfo men to affift them, judging, 
from the fize of their little veffel, that they muft be part 
of fome Englifh fhip’s crew that had been wrecked; and 

of the officers was fo obliging as to wait with his boat 
to take the Captain on fhore to the Governor; who, being 
at that time engaged on particular bufinefs, defired to be 
excufed from feeing the Captain, but acquainted him, by 
the officer on duty, that they were welcome to the port of 
Macao, This gentleman informed Captain WILSON, that 
the Honourable Company’s Jupracargoes were all up at 
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CANTON, and that there was no Exg/i/b gentleman then at 
Macao, but Mr. M‘INTYRE, to whom Captain WILson 
immediately went on taking leave of this officer, having, 
when before at Macao, inthe ANTELOPE, received many 
teftimonies of this gentleman’s friendfhip; who, when he 
heard of Captain WILson’s misfortunes, with his wonted 
humanity and attention ordered provifions to be fent on board 
the veffel to the officers and people, and fuch other neceffa- 
ries as they might ftand in need of; whilft the Captain wrote 
to the Company’s /upra-cargoes, to acquaint them with the 
fate of the ANTELOPE, as alfo of his arrival and fituation ; 
which letters Mr. M‘INryReE immediately forwarded to 
CANTON.—They now learnt that Peace was eftablifhed in 
EUROPE, and that there were a number of Exg/i/h and other 
thips at WHAMPOA ; that fome of the Company’s fhips were 
loaded and ready ‘to fail, which was moft welcome intelli- 


gence.—Before Captain WILson went on fhore, LEE Boo, 





on feeing the large Portugue/fe fhips at anchor in the Typa, 
appeared to be greatly aftonifhed, exclaiming, as he looked 
at thern, Clow, clow, muc clow/!/ that is, Large, large, very 
large! "We gave our people an early opportunity of feeing 
the natural benevolence of his mind; for fome of the Cdj- 
nefe boats, that are rowed by poor Jartar women, with their 
little children tied to their backs (and who live in families 
on the water) furrounded the veffel, to petition for frag- 
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ments of victuals—the young Prince, on noticing their fup- 
plications, gave them oranges, and fuch other things as he 
had, being particularly attentive to offer them thofe things 
which he beft liked himfelf. 

The next morning Mr. M‘INTYRE, with a Portugue/e gen- 
tleman of Macao, accompanied the Captain on board the 
OROOLONG, taking with them all kinds of refrefhments and 
provifions ready dreffed. In the evening they took LEE 
Boo and all the officers on fhore, except the Chief Mate, 
who remained with the people to take care of the veffel, till 


they fhould receive orders from the Company’s /upra-car- 
xy pany 


L0ES. 


The Portuguese gentleman, who paid Captain WILSON 
this vifit, expreffed much pleafure in feeing the PELEW 
Prince, and on going on fhore, requefted that the New Man 
(as he called LEE Boo) might be permitted to vifit his fa- 
mily.—This being the firft houfe our young traveller had 
ever feen, he was apparently loft in filent admiration ; what 
{truck moft his imagination at firft, was, the upright walls 
and the flat ceilings of the rooms; he feemed as if puz- 
ziing himfelf to comprehend how they could be formed; 
and the decorations of the rooms were alfo no {mall fubject 
of aftonifhment. When he was introduced to the ladies of 
the family, his deportment was fo eafy and polite, that it 
was exceeded only by his abundant good-nature ; fo far from 
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being embarraffed, he permitted the company to examine 
his hands, which were tatooed, and appeared pleafed with 
the attention fhewn him. When he retired with Captain 
WILSON, his behaviour left on the mind of every one pre- 
fent the impreffion, that however great the furprize might 
be, which the fcenes of a new world had awakened in him, 
it could hardly be exceeded by that which his own amiable 
manners and native polifh would excite in others. 

Macao being the firft land our people had fet foot on fince 
they left the PELEw iflands, they congratulated one another 
very cordially, LEE Boo feeming to joinin the congratulation 
‘as warmly as any one. Mr. M‘INTYRE conducted them to 
his own houfe, where they were introduced into a large hall 
lighted up, with a table in the middle covered for fupper, and 
a fideboard handfomely decorated.—Here a new fcene burft 
at once on LEE Boo’s mind, he was all eye, all admiration. 
The vefiels of glafs appeared to be the objects which riveted 
moft his attention.—Mr. M‘INtyre fhewed him whatever 
he conceived would amufe him; but every thing that fur- 
rounded him was attracting—his eye was like his mind, 
loft and bewildered.—It was in truth to him a fcene of ma- 
gic, a fairy tale-—Amongft the things that folicited his 
notice, was a large mirror at the upper end of the hall, 
which reflected almoft his whole perfon.. Here Ler Boo 
ftood in perfect amazement at feeing himfelf;—he laughed 
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he drew back, and returned to look again, quite ab- 
forbed in wonder.—He made an effort to look behind, as if 
conceiving fomebody was there, but found the glafs fixed 
clofe to the wall. Mr. M‘Intyre, obferving the idea that 
had croffed him, ordered a {mall glofs to be brought into the 
room, wherein having viewed his face, he looked behind, 
to difcover the perfon who looked at him; totally unable to 
make out how all this was produced. 

Nor did Ler Boo’s furprize at feeing himfelf in the mit- 
ror, much exceed that of each of our own people, though 
the caufe was different, not one of them having ever got 
a glimpfe of their own face from the time of the wreck, 
each having only noticed the hollow-eyed and lank look of 
his companions ; but when they now ftood before the mir- 
ror, every one individually perceived that hard labour, hard 
living, {pare diet, and anxiety of mind, had wrought a 
change in every countenance far greater than they could 
have imagined. 

After paffing an evening, which had been rendered 
pleafant and chearful from the hofpitality of their hoft, 
and the fimplicity of LEE Boo, our people retired for the 
night: whether Ler Boo paffed it in fleep, or in reflect- 
ing on the occurrences of the day, is uncertain; but it is 
more than probable they were the next morning recollected 
by him in that confufed manner in which we recall the traces 
of a dream. 
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The fucceeding day he had more leifure to examine the 
houfe in which they had flept; the upright walls and flat 
cielings {till continued to be the objects of his furprize; he 
was perpetually feeling the firft, as if he thought he could 
thereby gain an idea of their conftruétion: but the latter 
feeming felf-fupported, was beyond what his mind could at 


that time comprehend. 


As our people were too numerous to remain with Mr. 


M‘INTYRE, Without trefpafling on him, Captain WILSon 
requefted his affiftance to form an eftablifhment of their 
own; in which he complied, by accommodating them with 
a houfe belonging to an Eng/i/b gentleman then at CANTON; 
and, having provided them with fervants and neceffaries for 
their table, they fent for the crew of the OrRooLonG on 
fhore, leaving only one officer and a few men on board, who 
were alternately relieved. 

Soon after our people came on fhore, fome of them 
went to purchafe fuch things as they were in want of, in 
doing which they did not forget LEE Boo, who was a fa- 
vourite with them all; they bought him fome little trinkets, 
which they thought would from their novelty pleafe him.— 
Amongft them was a ftring of large glafs beads, the firft 
fight of which almoft threw him into an ecftafy ; he hugged 
them with a tranfport that could not be exceeded by the in- 
terefted poffeffor of a {tring of pearls of equal magnitude.— 
His imagination told him he had in his hands all the wealth 
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the world could afford him.—He ran with eagernefs to Cap- 
tain WILSON, to fhew him his riches, and, en raptured with 
the idea that his family fhould fhare them with him, he, in 
the utmoft agitation, intreated Captain WILson would im- 
mediately get him a Cdine/e veffel, to carry his treafures to 
PELEW, and deliver them to the King, that he might dif- 
tribute them as he thought beit, and thereby fee what a 
country the Eng/i/b had conveyed him to; adding, that 
the people who carried them fhould tell the King, that 
LEE Boo would foon fend him other prefents. He alfo 
told Captain Wuixson, that if the people faithfully exe- 
cuted their charge, he would (independant of what ABBA 
THULLE would give them) prefent them at their return 
with one or two beads, as a reward for their fidelity.— 
Happy ftate of fimplicity and innocence, whofe pleafures 
can be purchafed on fuch eafy terms, and whofe felicity 
arifes from an ignorance of thofe objects which difquiet the 
human race, and agitate their paffions! But one grieves to 
think this fentiment cannot be indulged, without reflecting 
how foon a knowledge of the world deftroys the illufion of 
this enviable enchantment! 


Ina few days Captain WILSON received letters from the 


Jupra-cargoes, exprefling their concern for his misfortunes, 


and the fatisfaction they received in his fafe return, with 
his {hip’s company, after fo many perils ; accompanying the 
letters with a variety of neceffaries, and warm clothes, and 
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advifing the difpofal of the veffel and ftores, as the Chine/e 
government would not admit of her coming up to WHAM- 
POA, Without paying duty and port charges to a confiderable 
amount. 

Mr. M‘IntryRE alfo received letters, defiring him to fur- 
nifh them with money, and every thing elfe they might be 
in want of.—They alfo received congratulatory letters from 
their particular friends, on their arrival at Macao, after the 
hardfhips they had fuftained; and thefe were accompanied 
by other letters from the commanders of feveral of the Com- 
pany’s fhips, kindly offering to accommodate them with a 
pafflage to ENGLAND.—And it would be an injuttice to the 
gratitude and feelings of Captain WiLson and his oflicers, 
fhould the recorder of thefe events omit to mention the 
kind treatment they experienced from the Company’s /upra- 
cargoes; from feveral Portugue/e gentlemen, inhabitants of 
Macao; and alfo from the Commodore of their fhips, who 
being almoft ready to fail for EUROPE, offered Captain WIL- 
SON, with many kind expreffions, a paflage in his fhip, for 
himfelf, and fuch other perfons as he might wifh to take 
with him. | 

Whilft LEE Boo remained at MAcao, he had frequent 
opportunities of feeing people of different nations ; and alfo 
was fhewn three Eng/i/b women, who having loft their huf- 


bands in InpiA, had been fent from Mapras thither, and 
were 
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were waiting there to return to EUROPE, to whom the mew 
man, as he was called, gave the preference to any other 
of the fair fex he had feen.—This early decifion made in 
favour of our country-women, and made by one who could 
feel no prejudices, but judged by his eye—had this amiable 
youth lived to have been much known in ENGLAND, muft 
have infured him the countenance and favour of all the 
ladies. 

Having no quadrupeds at PELEWw, the two dogs left there 
were the only kind he had feen; therefore the fheep, goats, 
and other cattle which he met with whilft at MACAO, were 
viewed with wonder. The Newfoundland dog, which had 
been given to his uncle Arra Kooxer, being called SAILOR, 
he applied the word Sartor to.every animal that had four 
legs.—Sceing fome horfes in a ftable, he called them Clow 
SAILOR, that is, Great Sailor; but the next day feeing a 
man pafs the houfe on horfeback, he was himfelf fo won- 
derfully aftonifhed, that he wanted every one to go and fee 
the itrange fight. He went afterwards to the ftables where 
the horfes were; he felt, he ftroaked them, and was in- 
quifitive to know what their food was, having found, by 
offering them fome oranges he had in his pocket, that 
they would not eat them. He was eafily perfuaded to get 

n one of their backs; and when he was informed what a 


noble, docile, and ufeful animal it was, he with much 
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earneftnefs befought the Captain to get one fent to his uncle 
Raa Kook, to whom he faid he was fure it would be of 
great fervice. 

They were now waiting for a permit and boats to take 
them to CANTON, when Captain CHURCHILL, of the WAL- 
POLE, having made his paffage to CHINA againft the Mon- 
foom, arriving at Macao at this time, was fo obliging as to 
accommodate them with a paflage up to WHAmpoa; only 
Mr. BENGER, with five or fix of the men, remaining at Ma- 
cAo with the OROOLONG, till fhe fhould be difpofed of. 

During the time Lee Boo was in the WALPOLE, he 
had fufficient matter to keep all his faculties awake; the 
furniture, tables, chairs, lamps, and the upright bulk-heads, 
with the deck over head, were all furprifing; after his eye 
had in filence run over thefe objects, he whifpered to 
Captain WILSON, that Clow Ship was House. It is more 
than probable that nothing on board the WALPOLE ef- 
caped his notice, as it was evident nothing on fhore did. 
—At CANTON, the number of houfes, the variety of 
fhops, and the multitude of artificers, induced him to 
fay, there was a Tacka/by for every thing.—Being at the 
Company’s table at the factory, the veffels of glafs, of 
various fhapes and fizes, particularly the elafs chande- 
liers, attracted his notice—When, on looking round, he 
furveyed the number of attendants ftanding behind the 
gentlemen’s chairs, he obferved to Captain WILson, that 
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the King, his father, lived in a manner very different, hav- 
ing only a little fifh, a yam, or a cocoa-nut, which he eat 
from off a leaf, and drank out of the fhell of the nut; and 
when his meal was finifhed, wiped his mouth and his fingers 
with a bit of cocoa-nut hufk; whereas the company prefent 
eat a bit of one thing, and then a bit of another, the fervants 
always fupplying them with a different plate, and different 
forts of veffels to drink out of.—He feemed from the firft to 
relifh tea; coffee he difliked the fmell of, and therefore re- 
fufed it, at the fame time telling Captain WILson de would 
drink it if be ordered him.—On their arrival at Macao, one of 
the feamen being much intoxicated, LrE Boo expreffed great 
concern, thinking him very ill, and applied to Mr. SHarp, 
the furgeon, to go and fee him; being told nothing material 
ailed him, that it was only the effect of a liquor that common 
people were apt to indulge in, and that he would foon be 
well, he appeared fatisfied; but would never after even tafte 


{pirits, if any were offered him, faying, i¢ was not drink ft 





for gentlemen.—As to his eating and drinking, he was in 
both temperate to a degree. 

After they had been about five or fix days at CANTON, 
Mr. BENGER, and the men who remained with him at Ma- 
CAO, accompanied by Mr. M‘IN'ryRE, came up in one of the 
country-boats to CANTON.—The window where Ler Boo 
was then at breakfaft looked towards the water ;. the moment 
he got a diftant view of them, without faying a word to the 
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Captain, or other perfon, he {prang from his feat, and wa 
at the edge of the river before the boat reached the fhore; 
he received them with fuch joy and eagernefs, and fhook 
their hands with fuch expreffions of affection, as won their 
warmett regard; he feemed impatient till he could get them 
into the houfe, fearing that by ftaying behind they had not 
fared fo well as himfelf. 

When our people went on board the WALPOLE, Mr. 
M‘INTyR£ had kindly undertaken to manage the bufinefs of 
difpofing of the OROOLONG ; fhe was accordingly put up to 
auction, and fold for feven hundred Spani/h dollars.—It hav- 
ing been judged that the two time-pieces which they had 
in her would fetch more money at CANTON, they were 
brought up there for fale, as were alfo the furgeon’s inftru- 
ments, the latter being intended as a prefent to Mr. SHARP 5 
but the carpenter’s mate objecting to relinquifh his fhare in 
them, in confequence of his tools having been difpofed of, 
Mr. SHarp declined the offer; they were therefore put up 
to fale at CANTON, with the time-pieces, and bought by 
Captain WILson, who prefented them to Mr. SHARP, as 
an acknowledgment for his attention to, and care of, the 
fhip’s company, of whom not a fingle man had died, or been 
unable to do duty for any length of time, fince their leaving 
ENGLAND. 

Whilft at CaNTOoN, feveral gentlemen, who had been at 
MADAGASCAR, and other places, where the throwing of the 
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{pear is practifed, and who themfelves were in fome degree 
fkilled in the art, having expreffed a with to fee LEE Boo per- 
form this exercife; they affembled at the hall of the factory 
for that purpofe.—LE£r Boo did not at firft point his {pear to 
any particular object, but only fhook and poifed it, as is ufu- 
ally done before the weapon is thrown from the hand; this 
they were alfo able to do: but propofing to aim at fome parti- 
cular point, they fixed this point to be a gauzecage which hung 
up in the hall, and which had a bird painted in the middle ; 
L&re Boo took up his fpear with great apparent indifference, 
and, levelling at the little bird, ftruck it through the head, 
aftonifhing all his competitors, who, at the great diftance from 
whence they flung, with much difficulty even hit the cage. 

He was greatly pleafed with the ftone buildings and fpa- 
cious rooms in the houfes at CANToN; but the flat ceilings 
{till continued to excite his wonder; he often compared 
them with the floping thatched roofs at PELEWw, and faid, 
by the time he went back he fhould have learnt how it was 
done, and would then tell the people ¢ere in what manner 
they ought to build.—The benefitting his country by what- 
ever he faw, feemed to be the point to which all his obfer- 
vations were directed. 

3eing at the houfe of Mr. FREEMAN, one of the /upra- 
cargoes, amongit the things brought in for tea was a fugar- 
dith of blue glafs, which much ftruck Lez Boo’s fancy. 
The joy with which he viewed it, induced that gentleman, 
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after tea, to carry him into another room, where there were 
two barrels of the fame kind of blue glafs (which held about 
two quarts each) placed on brackets: his eye was again 
caught by the fame alluring colour, he looked at them ea- 
gerly, then went away, and returned to them with new de- 
light: the gentleman obferving the pleafure they gave him, 
told him he would make him a prefent of them, and that 
he fhould carry them to PELEW; this threw him into fuch 
a tranfport of joy he could hardly contain himfelf; he de- 
clared them to be a great treafure, and that when he return- 
ed, his father, ABBA THULLE, fhould have them: he wifhed 
his relations at PELEw could but fee them, as he was fure 
they would be loft in aftonifhment. 

As there were fome of the Company’s fhips that were 
foon to fail for ENGLAND, Captain WILSON declined two ad- 
vantageous offers of the command of country fhips, think- 
ing it his duty to embrace the earlieft opportunity of ac- 
quainting, in perfon, the INDIA Company with the fate of 
the ANTELOPE, and the particular circumftances attending 
it. 

It {till remained for him to lay before the companions of 
his adverfe fortune, a ftatement of the different fales, and 
give to every man an equal fhare of what they had produced ; 
which being fettled, Captain W1Lson acquainted his officers 
and men, that they were now at liberty to provide for them- 
felyes as opportunity fhould offer, at the fame time recom- 
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mending to them all, but particularly his officers, to return 
to ENGLAND, where, he had no doubt, but that the Ho- 
nourable Company would recompenfe, in fome meafure, 
every individual for the hardfhips they had fuftained; de- 
claring that he felt himfelf in the higheft degree obliged to 
them for the good order, the unanimity, and the excellent 
conduct they had fo cheerfully perfevered in, during the 
trying {cenes they had experienced together, and which had 
afforded them an opportunity of teftifying their zeal for the 
general fervice; which it fhould be his bufinefs to reprefent 
in fuch terms as their whole behaviour truly merited. 

Mr. SHARP, who, from the time of leaving the PrLEw 
iflands, had taken Ler Boo under his immediate care, NOW 
refigned his charge to Captain W1Lson, and came home in 
the LAsSCELLES, Captain WAKEFIELD; the other officers 
and people engaged in different fhips, as vacancies offered ; 
but the greater part of the men embarked in the YORK, Cap- 
tain BLANCHARD; nor did any of them feparate without 
fome emotions of concern in quitting thofe companions with 
whom they had fhared fo many difficulties. 

LEE Boo embarked with Captain WILson in the MoRSE, 
Captain Jos—EpH ELLIoTT, who, in the moft friendly man- 
ner, accommodated them to ENGLAND. And, as we have 
now difpofed of, and difperfed all thofe who formerly com- 
pofed the complement of the ANTELOPE, I fhall, for the 


prefent, leave their refpected Commander purfuing, with 
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our young Prince, his voyage to ENGLAND.—Being inclined _—_1783. 
‘ DECEMBER, 
to hope that the character and conduct of thefe hitherto un- 





known people, whom I have introduced in the foregoing 


narrative, have interefted the reader, I fhall now give him 





fome account of the Government, Cuftoms, Manners, and 








Arts, of the Natives of PELEW, as far as I have been able to 





collect them, from the different reports of the Captain, and 
fuch of his officers who have favoured me with their com~ 


miunications.. 
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General Idea of the INands.—Of the Kinc.—Of the GENERAL. 
—Of the Curr Minifler.—Of the Rupacxs.—Of the Na- 
ture of Property at PELEW. 


HE Patos or PeLtew iflands are a chain of {mall 

iflands, fituated between the 5th and oth degree of 
north latitude, and between 130 and 136 degrees of eaft 
longitude from GREENWICH, and lie in a N:E. and Saw. 
direGtion : they are long but narrow, of a moderate height, 
well covered with wood, at leaft fuch of the iflands as our 
people had an opportunity of feeing. They are circled on 
the weft fide by a reef of coral, of which no end could be 
feen from any eminences they were on; this reef in fome 
places extends five or fix leagues from the fhore, and in no 
parts that were vifited lefs than two or three. 

The reader will bear in mind that the ANTELOPE was 
not a fhip particularly fent out to explore undifcovered re- 
gions, or prepared to inveftigate the manners of mankind ; 
it had not on board philofophers, botanifts, draughtfmen, 
or gentlemen experienced in fuch fcientific purfuits as 


might 























nant 


aid Ds 




















WEW of “f: 






CF ee, co 





ts 








Lanny 
Sie 
aa 








PSY 





4 


ee 

awe 
zy uns 
ane fs 


st 























vi 





YODA 










































































a 
aay ©: 


THE PELEW ISLANDS. 


might enable them to examine with judgment objects which 
prefented themfelves, or trace nature through all her laby- 
rinths.—Diftrefs threw them on thefe iflands, and when 
there, every thought was folely occupied on the means of 
getting away, and liberating themfelves from a fituation 
of all others the moft horrible to the imagination, that of 
being cut off for ever from the fociety of the reft of the 
world. 

Forlorn and melancholy as their lot at firft appeared, the 
gloom it caft over them was foon difpelled, by finding them- 
felves amongit an humane race of men, who were fuperior 
to the wifh of taking any advantage of their diftrefs; who 
had hearts to feel for what our people fuffered; benevolence 
to relieve their immediate wants ; and generofity to co-ope- 
rate with them in every effort to work out their deliverance. 
—The Engl/p poflefled what was in the eftimation of the 
natives of the higheft value—iron and arms. The Malay 
wreck had, for the firft time, thrown in their way a few 
pieces of the former; the ufe and power of the latter had 
only been difcovered to them by the ill fortune of our coun- 
trymen.—Thefe objects, fo defirable to them, they might 
unqueftionably have poffefied themfelves of, the number of 
our people, capable of bearing arms, being only twenty- 
feven, the Captain and Surgeon included; but their notions 
of moral rectitude lay as a barrier againft the intrufion of 
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fach a thought;—renouncing every advantage of power, 
pproached them only with the fmiles of benevolence. 
All the varied courtefies offered to the Eng/ifh by the 


hey a 


natives, from whom a very different line of conduct had 
been apprehended, operated forcibly on their minds; and 
their misfortune happening at a moment when their affift- 
ance was very material for ABBA THULLE’s fervice againit 
his enemies, this circumftance foon formed a connection, 
and produced an unreferved intercourfe and fteady friend- 
fhip between the natives and our countrymen, which dur- 
ing the thirteen weeks they remained there, afforded them 


opportunity of obferving the manners and difpofitions of the 


inhabitants, and thereby to form fome notion of their go- 


vernment and cuftoms.—If they were not. enabled to trace 
the current of power through all its various channels, their 
obfervations could purft2 it to the fountain-head, from 
whence the whole feemed to take its rife; and it appeared 
beyond a doubt that the chief authority was lodged in the 


perfon of 


ABBA THU LL E, Th ik ieee 


At PELEW the King was the firft perfon in the govern- 
ment. He appeared to-be confidered as the father of his 
people; and, though divefted of all external decorations of 
are, 


rovalty 
royalty, 
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royalty, had every mark of diftin@ion paid to his perfon. 
—His Rupacks or Chiefs approached him with the great- 
eft refpe&t; and his common {fubje¢cts, whenever they paf- 
fed near him, or had occafion to addrefs him, put their 
hands behind them, and crouched towards the ground; 
—even if they were paffing any houfe or place where the 
King was fuppofed to be, they humiliated themfelves in 
the fame manner, till they had got beyond his probable 
prefence, when they refumed their ufual mode of walk- 
ing. On all occafions the behaviour of ABBA THULLE ap- 
peared gentle and gracious, yet always full of dignity; he 
heard whatever his fubjeéts had to fay to him, and, by his 
affability and condefcenfion, never fuffered them to go away 
diffatisfied.—This perfonage, however great he was held at 
PELEW, was not underftood by our people to poffefs a fove- 
reignty over all the iflands which came within their know- 
ledge.—The Rupacks of EMUNGS, EMILLEGUE, and ARTIN- 
GALL, and the Rupack MAATH, were independent in their - 
own territories. —Yet ABBA THULLE had feveral iflands 
over which he ruled; and all the obfervations that follow 
are folely confined to his government, though it is not im- 
probable that the other iflands might have much fimilitude 
in their fyftem. 

Upon all occurrences of moment, he convened the Ru- 
packs and officers of ftate; their councils were always held 
in the open air, upon the fquare pavements which have 
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fo frequently been mentioned in the foregoing narrative, 


where the King firft ftated the bufinefs upon which he had 
affembled them, and fubmitted it to their confideration; 
each Rupack prefent delivered his opimion, but without 


rifing from his feat: when the matter before them was fet- 
tled, the King, ftanding up, put gn end to the councl.— 
After which they often entered into familiar converfation, 
and fometimes chatted together for an hour after their buit- 
nefs was difpatched. 

When any meffage was brought to the Kin 
council or eHewhere, if it came by one of the common 
people, it was delivered at fome diftance, in a low voice, to 


one of the inferior Rupacks; who, bending in an humble 


manner, at the King’s fide, delivered the meflage im a low 


tone of voice, with his face turned afide.—His commands 


appeared to be abfolute; though he acted in no important 
bufinefs without the advice of his Chiefs. In coupeil there 
was a particular itone on which the King fat; the other 
Rupacks did not always take the fame place, feating them- 


felves fometimes on his right-hand and fometimes en his 
left. 
Every day in the afternoon the Kin 


PELEW, or with the Exg//e at OROOLONG, went to fit in 


; 


public, for the purpofe of hearing any requefts, or of ad 


jufting any difference or difpute which might have arifen 


ee 
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among his fubjects. 
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As thefe people had but little property to create diffen- 
fion, and no lawyers to foment animofity, it is probable that 
the immutable boundaries of right and wrong were per- 
fectly underftood, and not often violated; whenever they 
were, the offending party received the King’s cenfure, which 
expofed them to general fhame ; a fentence, to uncorrupted 
minds, far more fevere than any penal in{ftitution.—They 
could not recur to the dubious conftruction of five hun- 
dred laws, vaguely conceived, and worle under/ftood; under 
the ob/curity of which, in civilized countries, the artful vil- 
lain too often takes fhelter, and the injured fit down more op- 
prefled.—Happy for them, they were ignorant of that cafuif- 
try and refinement which can argue vice into virtue! nor 
were acquainted with the Laudanum of rhetoric, whofe pro- 
perty will occafionally benumb and lay dormant the power 
of common wnderf{tandings !—They had no conception that 
there exifted polifhed nations, where it was infinitely more 
expenfive to fue for juftice than to fubmit to fraud and op- 
preffion !—nations where men’s oaths only, not men’s words, 
were credited! and where there were found wretches who 
dared attack the properties and lives of their fellow-citizens, 
by affertions of fa//bood, whilft they folemnly and impioufly 
invoked the Gop oF HEAVEN toattetft their rut) /—Born the 
children of Nature, and fecluded from the corruption of the 
world, her laws were their general guide.—Their rea/ wants 


were few, and they faw nothing to excite artifcial ones.— 


Every 










































































AAG OF Tren Ca. Te: 


Every one feemed to be occupied with their own humble 


purfuits; and, as far as our people, in a ftay of three 


2 +9 crV0 Atte 
months with the natives, could decide, appeared to conduct 
1 


themfelves toward each other with great civility and bene- 


volence; for they never obferved: any wrangling or open 


S| 


paffion.—Even when children were difputing, or fighting, 
they ftrongly marked their difpleafure, by ftifling with re- 
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The next in power was the King’s brother, Raa Kook, 
officially General of all his forces.—It was his duty to fum- 
mon the Rupacks to attend the King, on whatever expedition 
or purpofe they were called; but though Raa Kook acted as 
Commander in Chief, yet all the executive orders came from 
the King, whenever he attended in perfon, as fully appeared 
when they went on the fecond expedition to ARTINGALL, 
where the canoes attendant on the King conveyed to the 
General all the refolutions which he thought advifeable to 
adopt.—The General, as the King’s next brother, was his pre- 
fumptive heir; the fucceflion of PELEW not going to the 
King’s children, till it had paffed through the King’s bro- 
thers; fo that after the demife of AnBa THULLE, the fove- 
reignty would have defcended to Raa Kook, on his demife 
to ARRA KookeER, and, on the death of this laft brother, 
it 
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it would have reverted to the eldeft fon of ABBA THULLE; 
on which contingency, Qur BILL being the prefumptive heir, 
would during the reign of his laft furviving uncle, have be= 
come of courfe the hereditary General; as LEE Boo would 


when the fovereignty had fallen to his elder brother. 


Tee NEP PS i eels. 


The King was always attended by a particular Chief, or 
Rupack, who did not appear to poffefs any hereditary office; 
but only a delegated authority.—He was always near the 
King’s perfon, and the Chief who was firft confulted: but 
whether his office was religious, or civil, or both, our people 
could not learn with any certainty.—He was not confidered 
as a warrior, nor ever bore arms; and had only one wife, 
whereas the other Rupacks had two.—The Eng/i/b were never 
invited to his houfe, or introduced into it, although they 


were conducted to almoft all thofe of the other Chiefs. 


Se Heat R GuP wee ys. 


This clafs, though confiderable in number, could only be 


regarded as Chiefs, or, to defcribe them by European nor 
tions, might be denominated the nobles: they were not 
all of the fame degree, as was diftinguifhable by a dif- 
ference in the Bowe they wore; fome were created’ whilft 
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our people were there, after the fecond engagement at 
ARTINGALL.—Thefe marks of honour were conferred 
folely by the King, in the manner already defcribed, when 
Captain WiLson was invefted with the highef Order of 
the Bone *.—The principal Rupacks generally attended the 
King, and were always ready at his command, to accom- 
pany him on any expedition, with a number of canoes, 
properly manned, and armed with darts and fpears, who 
were to remain with him till they had his permiffion to 
return home with their dependants.x—Though in this part 
of their government we trace an outline of the feudal fyf 
tem, yet, from the very few opportunities our people could 
have of inveftigating points of internal government, it 
appeared to them that the titles of Rupacks were perfo- 
nal badges of rank and diftinction, nor did they appre- 
hend they were hereditary honours, unlefs in the reign- 
ine family, who muft of neceffity be of this clafs; there- 
fore, as to the extent of the power or privileges of the 
Rupacks, 1 conceive it far better to leave thefe matters to 
future difcoveries (fhould any hereafter’ be made) than to 
obtrude opinions on a fubject that might turn out to be 
fallacious.—Thus much feemed certain, that all thofe of 


the firft order were fummoned to ABBA THULLE’s councils, 


* The form of the Bone of the highe/t Order is figured in plate IV. fig. 3. Our 
people never knew what animal this was a bone of; but, by fubmitting the infpe€tion of 
it to the bef? authority.in this country, it is fuppofed to be part of the bone of a whale, 
or fome animal of that fpecies. 
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paid him on every occafion a vifible obedience, and were 


themfelves much refpected by the reft of the people. 


Peete (Orr beri iy Lary 


Confidering that during the time our people remained on 
thefe iflands, their minds were principally engaged by their 
own concerns, it will hardly be fuppofed they had much lei- 
fure to inveftigate a fubject of this nature.—As far as they 
could obtain intelligence on this point, they underftood 
that the natives only poffefled a property in their work 
and labour, but no abfolute one in the foil, of which the 
King appeared to be general proprietor.—A man’s houfe, 
furniture, or canoe, was confidered as his private property ; 
as was alfo the land allotted him, as long as he occupied and 
cultivated it; but whenever he removed with his family to 
another place, the ground he held reverted to the King, 
who gave it to whom he pleafed, or to thofe who folicited 
to cultivate it. Every family occupied fome land for their 
maintenance, neceflity impofed this labour on them; and the 
portion of time which they could {pare from providing for 
their natural wants, paffed in the exercife of fuch little arts, 
as, while they kept them induitrious and active, adminiftered 


to their convenience and comfort. 
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Of the Produce of PELEW, and of the Way of Life of the 


Natives. 


BR OLAS 


VERY part of the ifland called Coorooraa, of which 
PELEW was the Capital (as far as our people had op- 
portunities of making obfervations) feemed to bear the 
marks of induftry and good cultivation.—All the iflands. 
which our people faw were well covered with trees of vari- 
ous kinds and fizes,. fome of them being very large, as may. 
eafily be conceived by their canoes. made out of trunks, 
which, when of the large{t dimenfions, were capable of car- 
Fying twenty-eight or thirty men.—They had a great yva- 
riety of timber-trees, among which was noticed the Ebonys 
and. a tree; that, being pierced or wounded by a gimblet, 
there ran from it a thick white liquid, of the confiftence 
of cream.—They had alfo a f{pecies of the Manchineel tree, in 
cutting down of which our people ufed to get bliftered and. 


{welled ; the inhabitants pointed out the caufe, faying, that 


it 





THE PELE WiIsy. A NDS. 


it Was owing to their being fprinkled by the fap of this 
tree.—This the natives reckoned among the unlucky trees, 
and advifed our people againft the ufe of it.—But the moft 
fingular tree noticed at PELEW, was one, in fize and in its 
manner of branching, not unlike our Cberry-tree, but in its 
leaves refembling the Myri/e. Its peculiarity was, that it 
had no bark, having only an outward coat of about the 
thicknefs of a card, darker than the infide, though equally 
clofe in texture; the colour of the interior part being nearly 
that of mahogany, and fo extremely hard, that few of the 
tools which the Exg/i/b had could work it, the wood break- 
ing their edges almoft every moment; a circum{ftance 
which, very early in the conftruction of their vetfel, deter= 
mined our people againft the ufe of it.—They had alfo the 
Cabbage-tree; and a tree whofe fruit nearly refembled an al- 
mond *; the Carambola; and the wild Bread-fruit, called by 
the natives Riama//.—Yams + and cocoa-nuts being the 
chief article of fuftenance, were attended to with the ut« 
moft care; the former were of the grey mottled kind; the 
latter were in large plantations, affording both food and 
fhade.—The beetle-nut they had in abundance, and made 
great ufe of it, though only when green; contrary to the 
practice of the people of INDIA, who never ufe it but when 


dry. They poffeffed Plantains and Bananas, SEVILLE 


* Terminalia catappa of LINN Aus. + Arum efculentum of Linnzus. 
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oranges and lemons; neither of thefe were in any confider- 
able quantity ; therefore only produced on vifits, or occa- 
fions of more than common ceremony.—To thefe may be 
added, the jamboo-apple, mentioned in page 257, as brought 
when Lee Boo firft appeared. — This country produced 
fome fugar-cane, and great abundance of the bamboo; like- 
wife the Zurmeric, which the natives ufed as a dye, and 
with which the women ftained their {fkins.—They have 
il | ochre, both red and yellow, with which. they paint their 
. houfes and canoes. 

None of the iflands the Exg// vifited had any kind of 
? grain; nor any quadruped whatever, except fome brownifh 
; grey rats, which ran wild in the woods, and three or four 
; meagre cats, which were feen in fome houfes at PELEw, 
probably brought on fome drift or part of a canoe of other 
iflands, wrecked on the reef.—This might excite them to ad- 
mire fo much the two dogs our people left with them, which 

unluckily were both males. 
As to birds, they had plenty of common cocks and hens, 
i which, though they were not domefticated, but ran about 
the woods, yet loved to get near their houfes and planta- 
tions; and, what will appear fingular (confidering their 


little variety of food) they had never made any ufe of 


a8 them, till our people faw them, and told the natives they 
if were excellent to eat.—The Ezgli/h, at the defiré of ABBA 

| ie A, : 4 
THULLE, Killed fome, and boiled them; the King was 
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the firft who tafted them; he thought them good, and 
frequently partook of them-afterwards, fo that our people 
put them in poffeffion of a new difh; the men appeared 
pleafed at feeing them killed, and would go out on pur- 
pofe to drive them in their way.—Though the natives 
had not till now made thefe birds an article of food, yet, 
when they went into the woods, they frequently eat their 
egos; but they did not admire them for being newly laid; 
the luxury to them was, when they could {wallow an imper- 
fec&t chicken in the bargain.—Pigeons they had alfo in the 
woods.—At the time of breeding, they took the young from 
the neft, and brought them up near their houfes, keeping 
them on a perch tied by one leg, and feeding them on yams ; 
this bird was accounted a great dainty, as we have had occa- 
fion to fee, by its being fo fparingly ufed, and none, but thofe 
of a certain dignity, permitted to eat thereof.—The people 
of PELEW were wonderfully active and expert in climbing 
up trees in queft of thefe nefts, or any thing elfe that was an 
object of their purfuit.—Thefe which I have mentioned, were 
the only birds they ufed to eat.—Our people left them two 
geefe, the laft remains of their live {tock. 

Several birds were feen flying about, whofe plumage ap- 
peared to be extremely beautiful, but they probably might 
be of the fame kinds as are found in different countries 
between the tropics.—The iflands had alfo feveral {mall 


birds, whofe notes were very melodious, particularly one 
which 
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which ufed to fing every morning and evening, and had 
a pipe {weet as a flagelet; our people often.thought they 
were under the very tree whence the notes of this little 
bird came, yet none of them were ever certain they had 
{een it. 

They had a variety of fifh, befide the fort I have already 
defcribed (page 123); and feveral fmaller kinds, of very 
beautiful colours and variety of fhapes, particularly one 
to which the Ezgli/b gave the name of the Unicorn, from 
a horn growing out of its forehead; its fkin was rough, 
like a {mall fhark or dog-f/h, which it alfo refembled 
in fhape and colour. They had the grey mullet, which 
they crimped, and frequently eat raw. They kill the fhark, 
when they chance to come within the coral reef; this 
they do by fpearing them, and afterwards getting ropes 
round them, then dragging them on fhore; the flefh of 
the fhark was efteemed by them as very delicate. They had 
alfo feveral kinds of fhell-fith ; fuch as the fea cray-fifh, of 
the fame fort as in the Mediterranean and on other European 


coatts: 





and turtle, which the natives boiled, and feemed to 
admire. They had befide oyfters, mufcles, and a variety 
of cockles, particularly the Kima cockle *; this they fre- 
quently got by diving, at which the natives were amaz- 
ingly expert; they would fometimes dive down in fix or 


feven fathom water, and if the fhell was very large, two 


* Chama Gigas of Linnxus. 
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of them would contrive to bring it up between them. This 
fifh they commonly eat raw. 

The iflands of PELEw, when viewed from the fea, exhi- 
bited high rugged land, well covered with wood. The inte- 
rior part was in many places mountainous, but the vallies 
were extenfive and beautiful, {preading before the eye many 
delicious profpects. The foil was in general rich; they had 
a great deal of grafs, which, having no cattle whatever to 
eat down, grew high, and was fcorched and burnt up by 
the heat of the fun. Our people faw no river at PELEwW ; 
their fupplies of frefh water being from {mall ftreams and 
ponds, of which there were many. The chief fource a 
OROOLONG, was the well at the back of the ifland,, which 
afforded the Exg/i/h fufficient for their ufe whilft they re- 
mained there, and enough to water their veffel for their voy- 
age, by collecting it daily in cafks, till they had obtained. as 


much as they ftood in need of. 
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From the above account of the fcanty produce of thefe 
iflands, it muft be evident that no luxury reigned in them.. 
To their ufual mode of living, on particular occafions they 
added fome fweetmeats, which they obtained by the aid. 
of a fyrup-extracted. either from the palm-tree, or the fu- 
gar-cane (which grows fpontaneous) and with which alfo 


they: 
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they made their fweet-drink. Their fweetmeats were of 
three forts;—the firft, and the one that was moft plentiful, 
was made of the kernels of old cocoa-nuts, {craped into a 
coarfe kind of flour, then mixed with the fyrup, and 
fimmered over a flow fire till it became of a proper con- 
fiftence, and whilft warm was put up in leaves; it acquired 
fuch hardnefs by keeping, that a knife would hardly cut 
it: the natives called it Woole//, and it was the fame our 
failors denominated Choak-Dog.—The fecond fort was made 
of the fruit already mentioned as refembling the almond, 
not bruifed, but whole, boiled in the fame manner, and 
put in leaves.—The third was a wet fweetmeat, clear and 
traniparent; this was uncommon, but was made at Cap- 
tain WILSON’s Coming away, and prefented to him in the 
fame large tureen of wood which was brought out on his 
firft vifit tothe King. ABBA THULLE, when he prefented it, 
faid, that he gave him the tureen *, but that his wives had 
prepared the {weetmeat on purpofe for him. On the Cap- 
tain’s noticing that it appeared different from any of the 
forts he had feen before, and wifhing to know of wha 
it was made, Raa Kook difpatched a man, who in an 
hour returned with two frefh-gathered plants; from the 
root of them this {weetmeat was made, which in fhape, 


fize, and colour, refembled a2 common turnip; its leaves 


* Our people could never learn the name by which the natives called this veflel, of 
which ove only was feen, and therefore have termed it a tureen, as refembling it in 
form, 


were 
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were three feet or upwards in length, but narrow and 
green *; Captain WILSON was going to tafte a bit of 
the root raw, but they would not fuffer him, fignifying that 
it was not good, by fpitting, as if they had fomething un- 
pleafant in their mouth. ‘This fweetmeat did not keep fo 
well as the other two forts, growing foon four.—They had alfo 
a method of fcraping the kernel of the cocoa-nut into a pulp, 
which when mixed with fome of their fweet drink, and the 
juice of the four orange, had the appearance of curds and 
whey. 

Their mode of preferving fifth, when there was plenty, fo 
that it would keep a day or two, has been fully explained in 
page 190. Some of the other forts of fifh they boiled in falt- 
water, and eat without any kind of fauce; they alfo boiled 
the fea cray-fith; but the fmaller fort of fhell-fith, and the 
Kimea Cockle, they ufually eat raw, {queezing only a little 
orange or lemon-juice over it; and the grey mullet (though 
they fometimes boiled it) yet was more commonly eaten 
raw: as foon as caught, they cleaned and crimped it, then 
laid it about an hour in the fun to harden, by which time it 
was fully dreft to their tafte. 

They had no falt, nor did they make ufe of fauce or fea- 
foning in any thing they-eat.. Their drink was as fimple as 


their diet: at their meals, the milk of the cocoa-nut was their 


* It was probably the Zacca pinnatifida of LINNAUS, 
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ufual beverage; they very feldom drank water, and indeed 
fo very little of any thing, that it was a matter of furprize to 
our people, who conftantly obferved it; yet on vifits, or oc- 
cafional rejoicings, they appeared to relifh their {weet drink, 
and fherbet, which latter had only the addition of fome juice 
of orange. 

They rofe in general at day-light, and as foon as they were 
up, both men and women went to bathe in frefh water : they 
had feparate bathing-places; and every man, whofe bufinefs 
led him near thofe appropriated to the women, was obliged 
to make fome particular halloo, which, if anfwered by a fe- 
male voice, he could not goon, but either turned another 
way, or waited till the women who were bathing had left the 
water. 

About eight o’clock was their hour of breakfafting; after 
which, if there was any council to be held, the King met his 
Chiefs, and the common people went to their different occu- 
pations; at noon they dined; and fupped foon after fun- 
fet, ufually retiring to reft two hours after. Though this 
was their common way of living, yet on occafions of public 
rejoicing, or feftivity, they would dance the greateft part of 
the night. 

They had no method, that was obferved, of meafuring 
time but by the height of the fun.—Their feafons were di- 


vided into the wet and dry, as in other tropical countries. 
They 
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They had fome knowledge of the ftars, having names for 


feveral of them, which they pointed out to our people. 


Every part of the PELEw iflands, that the Exg/i/h vifited,; 
appeared populous, though to what extent of population 
they could never afcertain ; but probable conjecture might be 
formed, from ABBA THULLE and his allies having fent out, 
in the laft expedition againft PELELEW, near four thoufand 


men; nor had our people reafon to fuppofe but that there 
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were many more left behind equally fit for fervice: even had 
the occafion required it, perhaps their number of canoes 
might not have been adequate to carry to battle near their 
full ftrength. 
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Of their Houfes.—Toeir domeftic Implements.—~Their Weapons 


of War.—Thewr Canoes. 


“LOREAL EM) ot Saas: 


o Bana houfes were raifed about three feet froni the 

ground, placed on large ftones, which appeared as if 
cut from the quarry, being thick and oblong; on thefe pe- 
deftals the foundation beams were laid, from whence {prang 
the upright fupports of their fides, which were croffed by 
other timbers grooved together, and faftened by wooden 
pins; the intermediate fpaces clofely filled up with bam- 
boos and palm-leaves, which they platted fo clofely and artifi- 
cially as to keep their habitations warm and exclude all wet; 
and their being raifed from the ground preferved them 
from any humidity. The floors were in general made of very 
thick plank, a {pace of an inch or two being left between 
many of them. But in fome of the houfes they were com- 
pofed of large bamboos fplit, which being perpetually trod- 
den over, rendered them very flippery.—The interior part of 
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the houfe was without any divifion, the whole forming one 
great room.—In general, the fire-place {tood about the middle 
of it, funk lower than the floor, with no timber below it, the 
whole {pace beneath being filled up with hard rubbifh; but 
in the larger buildings, where they held their public meet- 
ings, they had a fire-place at each end.—Their fires were in 
common but {mall, being moftly ufed to boil their yams, 
and to keep up a little flame at night to clear away the dews, 
and fmoke the mofquitoes.—Their windows came to the 
level of the floor, and ferved both for doors and windows, 
having ftepping-{ftones at all of them to enter by: To pre- 
vent any inconvenience from wind or rain, which fo many 
apertures might occafion, each of them had a bamboo frame 
or fhutter, interwoven as the fides of the houfes were, which 
fliding on bamboo rods, were eafily flipt on one fide when 
any body wanted to go in or out.—On the top of the up- 
right fides beams were laid acrofs, from whence f{prang the 
roof, which was pointed like our barns, the whole infide 
being clear; this made their houfes within very lofty and 
airy; the outfide of the roof was thatched very thick and 
clofe with bamboos or palm-leaves.—This was the general 
form of their houfes; fome of which were from fixty to 


eighty feet in length, but thefe were appropriated to public 


OQ 


ufes, fuch as meetings of bufinefs, or feftivity; at other 
times they ferved the natives to affemble in and chat to- 
gether, where the women ufually brought their work, and 


joined 
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joined in the converfation. Thofe which were more pro- 


perly domeftic habitations, were the fame both in fhape and 


texture, though lefs in dimenfion.—It was remarked, that 


the family kept on one fide of the central fire-place, andthe 


fervants on the other. 


OF THEIR DOMESTIC IMPLEMENTS. 


In a country where no aid could be obtained from the 
aff_iftance of iron tools, and where every thing which was 
convenient and ufeful could only be produced by much 
time, labour, and patience, and at laft fafhioned by fuch 
poor means as neceflity, {timulating invention, by flow de- 
grees brought about, it will not be expected that their do- 
meftic implements would be numerous. 

Among the things moft effential to their idea of com- 
fort, were little bafkets, which they always carried about 
with them; they had different forts, fome of them were of 
very nice texture, woven from flips of the plantain leaf. 
In thefe they ufually carried their beetle-nut, their comb, 
and their knife; nor did they omit having a little twine in 
it, to tie up any thing they might want to keep together. 
They had alfo’ wooden bafkets with covers, very nicely 
carved, and inlaid with fhells. Thefe they hung up in their 
houfes, for ufe and decoration. 


f | Their 
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Their beft knives were formed of a piece of the large 
mother of pearl oyfter-fhell, ground narrow, and the out- 
ward fide a little polifhed.—The fort more common was made 
of a piece of fome mufcle-fhell, or of a {plit bamboo, which 
they fharpen to an edge, and render exceedingly fervice- 
able. 

Their combs-were formed of the orange-tree : the handle 
and teeth fafhioned from the folid wood, and not in feparate 
pieces clofely connected together, like thofe brought from 
moft of the late-difcovered iflands. 

No man ftirred abroad without his bafket of beetle-nut.— 
‘The common order of people had a fhort piece of bamboo, in 
which they carried the powdered chinam, to ftrew over the 
beetle-nut before they put it intheir mouths. The Rupacks 
or great people had their chinam in a long ilender bamboo, 
nicely polifhed, and inlaid with pieces of fhells at each end 3 
and thefe were often not inelegantly fancied. 

Their fifhing-hooks were of tortoife-fhell. Their twines, 
their cords, and all their fifhing-nets, were well manufactur- 
ed, and made from the hufks of the cocoa-nut. The mats 
on which they flept, and threw over them when at reft, 
were formed of the plantain-leaf. 

At their meals they generally ufed a plantain-leaf inftead 
of a plate; the fhell of the cocoa-nut ferving as a cup to 
drink out of, which they fometimes polifled very nicely. 


They 
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They made alfo veflels of a kind of earthen-ware, of a red- 
difh brown colour, and moftly of an oval fhape. In thefe 
they heated their water, and boiled their fith, yams, &c.— 
Our people obferved the natives were particularly careful of 
this pottery, never permitting any of it to approach the fire 
unlefs gradually, and always moving it with great caution; 
from which circumftances it is probable they have not yet 
difcovered a method of burning it {ufficiently. 

A bundle of cocoa-nut hufks, tied together, formed a 
broom, to duft or fweep their habitations —The only con- 
yeniency they had for keeping water in their houfes, or 
bringing it from their fprings, was thick bamboos, that 
had a bore of five or fix inches diameter ; thefe they placed 
upright, and ftooped them when they wanted to pour any 
out, being at the upper end lipped fo as to form a kind of 
fpout. 

Their hatchets were not unlike thofe of the South Sea 
iflands, of which fo many have been feen in England; the 
blade part being made of the ftrongeft part of the large 
Kima Cockle, ground to a fharp edge.—But they were happy 
to adopt iron, when it had been given to them. 

They had alfo another kind of hatchet, which was formed 
in a manner to move round in a groove, that the edge might 
act longitudinally, or tranf{verfely, by which it would ferve as 
a hatchet, or an adze, as occafion required.—Uncouth. as their 


ne hatchets. 
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hatchets might appear to our people, it was a matter of 
furprize, to obferve in how little a time the natives were 
able to fella tree with them, though not without breaking 
feveral. 

The things which I have above mentioned were fuch as 
their natural wants required; when thefe had been pro- 
vided for, ingenuity fuperadded a few articles, which might 
in thefe iflands be deemed luxuries. The fhell of. the tor- 
toife was there remarkably. beautiful, and the natives of PE- 
Lew had difcovered the art of moulding it into little trays 
or difhes, and into {poons, with which, on particular occa- 
fions, they eat their fifh and yams.—Some of the great ladies 
had alfo bracelets of the fame manufacture, and ear-rings 
inlaid with fhells. 

How they conceived this art of-working the tortoife-fhell, 
or the idea of improving on a natural advantage, or what 
procefs they made ufe of to effect it, our people had no op- 
portunity of difcovering. 

On days of public feftivity, there was ufually brought out 
the veffel mentioned in page ror, and there figured as re- 
prefenting a bird, the top. of <which lifted off, forming its 
back. It contained about thirty-fix E7gi/b quarts; and was 
filled with fweet drink for the King and his Rupacks. This 
was ABBA THULLE’s property; and when one confiders it 
as the work of fo much time and patience: (and the more 
eftimable, as being the o#/ veffel of the kind in their coun 
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AN ACCOUNT OF 


try) the King’s giving it to Captain WILSON at his depar- 
ture, as already mentioned, was an additional proof of the 
liberality of thefe people, who were ready to diveft them- 
felves even of what they moft valued, to give to their 


friends. 


24HELR WEAPONS OF, WAR. 


The principal weapons ufed in their battles were {pears ; 
they were commonly about twelve feet long, formed of the 
bamboo, with the pointed end made of fome wood exceed- 
ingly hard; they were barbed tranfverfely, fo that, having 
once entered the body, it was difficult to draw them out 
without lacerating the flefh, and widening to a great degree 
the wound. 

Another war-weapon was the dart and fling.—The fling 
was a piece of wood about two feet in length, with a notch 
made in it, wherein the head of the dart was fixed.—The 
dart was of bamboo, pointed with an extreme hard and 
heavy kind of wood, like the fpear, which they compreffed 
with their hand, till the elafticity of the bamboo had formed 
fuch a curve as experience told them would reach the ob- 
ject aimed at; then letting it flip from the notch, it flew 
forth, and fell by its gravitation with the point downward, 
fo as to effect the purpofe of being deftrudtive if it fell upon 


the 
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the enemy.—lIt is hardly to be conceived with what addref{s 
they directed this weapon, or the diftance at which it would 
prove mortal. Their {pears were only calculated for a cer- 
tain diftance, not being in general miffible beyond fifty or 
fixty feet.—They had other {pears about eighteen feet longs 
which were only ufed when they came to clofe quarters with 
the enemy. 

When they went to battle, fome of the Rupacks carried in 
their canoes a kind of fword, made of very hard wood, and 
inlaid with parts of fhells; this they only made ufe of in per- 
fonal engagement; they were of fufficient weight to cleave 
a man’s fkull. 

Our people faw a very few daggers, made of the fting of 
the Ray-f/h, which is jagged all upwards from the point; 
they fheathed them in a bamboo, and their handles were of 
wood, formed into fome grotefque fhape; the whole length 


of the weapon not exceeding thirteen inches. 
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As their battles were generally fought in canoes, thefe 
may with propriety follow the account of their warlike im- 
plements. 

They were, like moft other canoes, made from the trunk 


of a tree dubbed out; but our people, who had often feen 
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veffels of this fort in many other countries, thought thofe of 
PELEW furpaffed in neatnefs and beauty any they had ever 
met with elfewhere; the tree out of which they were formed 
grew to a very confiderable height, and refembled much the 
Englh/b Afh.—They were painted red, both within and with- 
out *, and inlaid with fhells in different forms.-When they 
went out in ftate, the heads and fterns were adorned with a 
variety of fhells {trung on a cord, and hun g in feftoons.—The 
{mallet veffel that they built could hold four or five people, 
the largeft were able to contain from twenty-five to thirty.— 
They carried an outrigger, but only on one fide; and ufed 
latine fails made of matting.—As they were not calculated to 
refift a very rough fea, they rarely went without the coral 
reef, and feldom, within it, had any violent fea to encounter; 
whenever it blew hard the natives always kept clofe under 
fhore.—In vifits of ceremony, when the King, or the great 
Kupacks approached the place where they intended to land, 
the rowers flourifhed their paddles with wonderful ad- 
drefs, and the canoes advanced with a {tately movement ; 
at other times they got on with an amazing velocity.— 


When they went againft ARTINGALL, the little canoes, 


* As their mode of applying their paint was uncommon, it may merit being 


parti- 
cularly defcribed :—-The colours are crumbled with the | 


hand into water, whilft it is 
lly {kim from the furface what- 
eaves or dirt may float on the top; when they find it {uficiently thick, they 
apply it warm, and let it dry upon the wood: t 


warming over a gentle fire in earthen pots ; they carefu 
ever dry | 
he next day they rub it well over with 

cocoa-nut oil ; and, with the dry hufk of the cocoa-nut, 
a 


a polith and ftabilit, 


give it, by repeated rubbing, 
ity that the waves cannot wath off, 
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which our people termed Frigates, as carrying orders from 
the King to his officers, flew about like arrows, and {carcely 
feemed to touch the water.—In the.grand expedition to PE- 
LELEW, where a fleet of upwards of three hundred canoes, 
of different fizes, were collected together, they formed a 
moft beautiful and {plendid appearance.. 





ConA yr EH 





318 


See plate V. 


Figo he 


AN AQCOUNT OF 


CG TA, Bill eR aN vals 


Of the People and their Cufloms.—Of their Marriages —Of 
their Funerals.—Of their Religion-—General’ Chavatter of 
the Natives. 


HE natives of thefe iflands are a ftout, well-made 

people, rather above the middling ftature; their com- 
plexions are of a far deeper colour than what is underftood 
by the Jzdian copper, but not black.—Their hair is long and 
flowing, rather difpofed to curl, which they moftly form into 
one large loofe curl round their heads; fome of the women, 
who have remarkably long hair, let it han g loofe down their 
backs.—It has already been obferved, that the men were en- 
tirely naked; the women wore only two little aprons, or 
rather thick fringes, one before and one behind, about ten 
inches deep and feven wide; thefe were made of the huiks 
of the cocoa-nut ftripped into narrow flips, which they dyed 
with different fhades of yellow: this, their only drefs, they 
tied round their waifts, commonly witha piece of line, though 
fuch as were of higher rank ufed a {tring of fome kind of 
beads ; the one figured in p/ate VI. fig. Ty Was of a coarfe fort 
of cornelian, and was worn by Erre Bess; who, under- 


ftanding that Captain W1Lson had a daughter, gave it to 
Mr. 
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Mr. H. WILSON, before his departure, as a prefent for his 
fitter. 

Both men and women were tatooed, or, as they call it, 
meleotbed; this operation took place, as our people con- 
ceived, at a certain period of youth, they having never feen 
any children of either fex marked by it.—The men had 
their left ear bored, and the women both; a few of the firft 
wore beads in the perforated ear, the latter put either fome 
leaf through, or an ear-ring of tortoife-fhell inlaid. The 
cartilage between the noftrils was alfo bored, in both fexes, 
through which they frequently put a little fprig or blof- 


ra! 


fom of fome plant or that accidentally caught their 
fancy *. 

When the men and women grew up, their teeth were 
blacked; this was done by the means of fome dye; our 
people, whilft they remained at PELEW, had no opportunity 
of feeing how the effect was produced, underftanding only it 
was an operation that was both tedious and painful ; but it 
was afterwards fully explained by LEE Boo to Captain W1L- 
SON, on his paflage to England.—At SAINT HELENA, LEE 
Boo appeared much delighted at finding fome groundfel, 
and chewing it, rubbed his teeth with it—Captain WILson 


telling him it was not good to eat, he gave him to underftand 


* Perhaps it is Owing to the.defire of haying the {cent of flowers, without the incon: 
venience of holding them, that the Ea/fern people bore the cartilage between the noftrils, 
The common people in Iraty alfo wear fweet-fmelling flowers. {tuck behind the ear, in 
fuch a manner as to fall on the face, that they may enjoy their fragrance when working or 
walking. 
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that they had it at PELEw, and ufed it, with four other 
herbs, bruifed together, and mixed with a little chinam into 
a pafte, which was applied to the teeth every morning, in 
order to dye them black; the patients lying with their heads 
upon the floor, and letting the faliva run out of their 
mouths.—At night, he faid, the pafte was taken away, and 
they were permitted to eat a little.—The fame procefs was 
repeated the day following, and five days were neceffary to 
complete the operation.—LEE Boo defcribed it as a thing 
which gave them a great deal of trouble, and made them 
extremely fick. 

Both fexes were very expert at {wimming, and appeared 
to be as perfectly at eafe in the water as on land.—The men 
were admirable divers; if they faw any thing at the bottom 
of the fea which attracted their notice, they would jump 


overboard inftantly and bring it up. 


THEIR MARRIAGES. 


Thefe were probably no more than a civil contraét, but 
at the fame time that kind of contract which was regarded 
as inviolable.—They allowed a plurality of wives, but in ge- 
neral had not more than two; Raa Koox had three; the 
King five, though not living together.—They did not ap- 
pear to be in any degree jealous of them, permitting them 
to partake of all their diverfions. 


When 
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When a woman was pregnant, although fhe accompanied - 


her hufband, yet fhe never flept with him, but always fepa- 
rated at night ; and this was uniformly practifed by all the 
fex, even among the loweft clafs of the inhabitants; and it 
was remarked, that the utmoft attention was obferved to wo- 
men in that fituation——When any Chief appeared with his 
two wives, they ufually fat on either fide of the hufband, 
and the people feemed to pay them no other attention, but 
what is ufual in an intercourfe of the fexes, where the 
ereateft good manners prevail. — One of our people, en- 
deavouring to make himfelf agreeable to a lady belong- 
ing to one of the Rupacks, by what we fhould term a 
marked affiduity, ARRA KOoOKER, with the greateft civility, 
gave him to underftand it was not right to do fo. 

They name the children very foon after they are born; 
this ise moft probably done without any ceremony.—One of 
ABBA THULLE’s wives lay-in of a fon, at PELEW, during the 
time our people were at OROOLONG; the King, out of his 
regard for Captain WILsoN, named the little boy Cap/as, 


and afterwards informed Captain Witson of the circum- 


ftance, 
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In the foregoing narrative an account hath been given 
i of the ceremony obferved by Mr. SHarpP, at the interment 
of Raa Koox’s fon, in the ifland of PETHOULLE. Mr. M. 


WILSON, at that time at PELEW, was prefent at another 





funeral, of a young man who had died of the wounds he had 
received in the fame battle in which the King’s nephew had 
loft his life.—The account he gave me of it was as follows :— 
That accidentally noticing a number of the natives going 
towards a fmall village, about two miles from the capital, 
and hearing that the King was gone thither, curiofity in- 
duced him to join the throng. When he got to the place, 
he found a great crowd, furrounding a pavement on which 
ABBA THULLE was feated. The dead body was brought 
from a houfe not far diftant. The proceffion ftopped as 
it paffed before the King, who, without rifing from his 
feat, fpoke very audibly, for a {hort time, and then the pro- 
ceffion went on.—Whether what he faid was an eulogium 
on the departed youth, who had fallen in his country’s fer- 
vice, neither of the linguifts being prefent, could not be af- 
certained; but from the folemn manner in which-the King: 
| delivered his fpeech, and the refpectful filence with which 
the people liftened to him, it is by no means improbable but 


that this was the purport of it. 
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Mr. M. WILson followed the body to the place of in- 
terment; he obferved an elderly woman getting out of the 
new-made grave, whom he conceived might be the mother, 
or fome near relation, whom affection had drawn to the me- 
lancholy fcene, to be fatisfied that every thing was duly pre- 


pared.—When the corpfe was laid in the earth, the lamenta- 





tion of the women attending was very great.—It appeared, 
on this occafion, as well as at the funeral of Raa Koox’s 
fon, that no men, but thofe who conveyed the body, were 
prefent ; thefe laft fad offices were left to the tendernefs of 
the weaker fex: the men only aflembled round the body, 
before it was ‘carried to the grave, where they preferved a fo- 
lemn filence; their minds, from principles of fortitude or 
philofophy, being armed to meet the events of mortality 
with manly fubmiffion, divefted from the external teftimony 
of human weaknefs. 

They had places appropriated to fepulture. Their graves 
were made as ours are in country church-yards; having the 
mould raifed up in a ridge, over where the body was depo- 
fited.—Some had ftones raifed above them, with a flat one 
laid horizontally over, and furrounded by a kind of hurdle- 


work, to prevent any one from treading over them. 


THEIR 
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THELR RELEGION. 


There are few people, I believe, among the race of men, 
whom navigation hath brought to our knowledge, who 
have not fhewn, in fome inftance or other, a fenfe of fome- 
thing like religion, however it might be mixed with idola- 
try, or fuperftition; and yet our people, during their con- 
tinuance with the natives of PELEW, never faw any parti- 
cular ceremonies, or obferved any thing that had the ap- 
pearance of public worfhip.—Indeed, circumftanced as the 
Englifo were, they had not enough of the language to enter 
on topics of this nature; and it would alfo have been 
indifcreet to have done it, as fuch inquiries might have 
been mifconceived, or mifconftrued by the natives. Added 
to this, their thoughts were naturally bent on getting away, 
and preferving, whilft they remained there, the happy inter- 
courfe that fubfifted between them and the inhabitants. 

Though there was not found, on any of the. iflands.they 
vifited, any place appropriated for religious rites, it would 
perhaps be going too. far to declare, that the people of Pre 
LEW had abfolutely no idea of religion. Independant of 
external ceremony, there may be fuch a thing as the reli- 
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gion of the heart, by which the mind may, in awful filence, 
be turned to contemplate the Gop of Nature; and though 
unbleffed by thofe lights which have pointed to the Chrif- 
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tian world an unerring path to happinefs and peace, yet 
they might, from the light of reafon only, have difcovered 
the efficacy of virtue, and the temporal advantages arifing 
from moral reAtitude.—The reader will, by this time, have 
met with fufficient occurrences to convince him, that the 
inhabitants of thefe new-difcovered regions had a fixed and 
rooted fenfe of the great moral duties; this appeared to go- 
vern their conduct, glow in all their actions, and grace their 
lives.—Atuated by fuch principles, we fee them laborious, 
induftrious, and benevolent. In moments of danger firm, 
and prodigal of life; in misfortunes patient; in death re- 
figned.—And if, under all thefe circumftances, he can con~ 
ceive that the natives of PELEw paffed their lives without 
fome degree of CONFIDENCE, fome degree of Hore, I have 
only to fay, his idea of mankind muft widely differ from 
my own. 

Superftition is a word of great latitude, and vaguely de- 
fined; though it hath, in enlightened ages, been called the 
offspring of ignorance, yet in no times hath it exifted without 
having fome connection with religion.—Now that the people 


ofPELEW had, beyond all doubt, fome portion of it, appears 
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fron, the with expreffed by the King, when. he faw the 
fhip building, that the Eg/i/a would take out of it fome pat~- 
ticular wood, which he perceived they had: made ufe of, and 
which he obferved to.them. was deemed to be of 7 omen, or 
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They had alfo an idea of an evil f{pirit, that often coun- 
teracted human affairs; a very particular inftance of this 
was feen when Mr. BaRKER (a moft valuable member in 
the Engli/b fociety) fell backward from the fide of the veffel, 
then on the ftocks; Raa Koox, who happened to’ be pre- 
fent, obferved thereupon, that it was owing to the wz- 
lucky wood our people had fuffered to remain in the veffel, 
that the evil fpirit had occafioned this mifchief to Mr. Bar- 
KER. 

In the paflage from PELEW to CHINA, fomewhat was dif- 
covered in Prince Ler Boo, pretty fimilar to what is com* 
monly called /econd fight ;—at the time when he was (as 
before mentioned) very fea-fick, he faid how much he was 
concerned at the diftrefs his father and friends were feeling, 
who &new what he was ¢hen fuffering.—The fame anxiety 
operated on him, on their account, when he perceived his 
diffolution drawing near, as we fhall have occafion to men- 
tion hereafter. 

They certainly entertained fo ftrong an idea of Divination, 
that whenever any matter of moment was going to be un- 
dertaken, they, conceived they could, by fplitting the leaves 
of a particular plant that was not unlike our bull-rufh, and 
meafuring the {trips of this long narrow leaf on the back 
of their middle finger, form a judgment whether it would 
or would not turn out profperous: this was obferved by Mr. 
M. WILsoN, in his firft vifit to the King at PeLew; and 
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on inquiry, was afterwards explained to the Engljh, by the 
linguift, as being done to difcover if their arrival foreboded 
good or ill fortune.—It was noticed by feveral of our people, 
that the King recurred to this fuppofed oracle on different 
occafions, particularly at the time they went on the fecond 
expedition againft ARTINGALL, when he appeared to be very 
unwilling to go aboard his canoe, and kept all his attend- 
ants waiting, till he had tumbled and twitted his leaves into 
a form that fatisfied his mind, and predicted fuccefs.—Our 
people never obferved any perfon but the King apply to this 
Divination. 

It is hardly probable but the fond anxiety of a parent, on 
giving up a fon into the hands of ftrangers, who were to 
convey him to remote regions, of which he could form to 
himfelf but very imperfect notions, would, on fo intereft- 
ing a point, induce him. to examine his oracle with un- 
common attention; and it is as little to be doubted but 
that every thing wore, to his imagination, a profperous ap- 
pearance.—Yet, to evince the fallacy of his prophetic leaves, 
they certainly augured not the truth, nor prefented to the 
father’s mind even a fufpicion, that the fon he parted with 
he fhould fee no more ! 

On this fubject, I would further with to bring back to the 
reader’s recollection a few occurrences already noticed :—— 
As Raa Kook, and others of the natives, were two or three 
times prefent when Captain WILSON, on a Sunday evening, 
affembled his people to read prayers to them, they ex- 
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prefied no furprize at what was doing, but appeared clearly 
to underftand that it was the mode in which the Engli/b ad- 
dreffed that invifible God, whom they looked up to for pro- 
teclion ; and, however different their own notions might 
be, they attended the Engh on thefe occafions with great 
refpect, feeming defirous to join in it, and conftantly pre- 
ferving the moft profound filence—the General never allow- 
ing the natives to fpeak a fingle word, and refufing even to 
receive a meffage from the King, which arrived at the tents 
during divine fervice. 

The ceremony ufed by Raa Kook, after the funeral of 
his fon, when he repeated fomething to himfelf whilft he 
was marking the cocoa-nuts, and the bundle of beetle-leaves, 
which the old woman was to place on the young man’s 
erave, had every appearance of a pious office;—and when 
he planted the cocoa-nuts, and fome other fruit-trees, on the 
land of OROOLONG, what he uttered in a low voice, as each 
feed was depofited in the earth, impreffed thofe prefent as 
the giving a benediction to the future tree that was to {pring 
from it.—The King alfo, when he took leave of his fon, 
{aid a few words, which, by the folemnity they were deli- 
vered with, and the refpectful manner in which LEE Boo 
received them, induced all our countrymen to conceive it was 
a kind of bleffing. 

1 muft, in this place, add a circumftance that paffed in 
converfation with Captain WILson and Leg Boo, after he 
jhad been fome time in ENGLAND; the former telling him, 
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hat faying prayers at church was to make men good, that 
when they died, and were buried, they might live again 
above (pointing to the fky); Lrz Boo, with great earneft- 
nefs, replied —Al/ fame PELEW—Bad men flay in earth—good 
men go into fky—become very beautiful, holding his hand in 
the air, and giving a fluttering motion to his fingers.—This 
furely conveyed a ftrong idea, that they believed the {pirit 
exifted when the body was no more. 

After combining all thefe facts, and uniting them with 
the moral characters of the people, the reader is left ina 
fituation to judge for himfelf (independent of Ler Boo’s 
declaration) whether it is probable that their lives could be 
conduéted with that decency we have feen, and their minds 
trained to fo ftrong a fenfe of juftice, propriety, and delicacy, 
without having fome guiding principle of religion —Thus 
much, at leaft, [think we may be authorized to affert—If all 
this was effected without it, it proves that the natives of PE- 
LEw had been happy enough not only to difcover, but to be 


perfectly convinced, that VIRTUE was its own reward, 


GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES. 


1 fhall clofe this account of the PELEW iflands with a few 
general remarks on the difpofition and character of the na- 
tives. 


The conduct of thefe people towards the Engljb was, 
Uu from 
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from the firft to the laft, uniformly courteous and attentive, 
accompanied with a politenefs that furprized thofe on whom 
it was beftowed. At all times they feemed fo cautious of in- 
truding, that on many occafions they facrificed their natural 
curiofity to that refpect, which natural good manners ap- 
peared to them to exact. Their liberality to the Engli@ at 
their departure, when individuals poured in all the beft they 
had to give, and that of articles too of which they had far 
from plenty themfelves, ftrongly demonftrated that thefe 
teftimonies of friendfhip were the effufion of hearts that 
glowed with the flame of philanthropy; and when our 
countrymen, from want of {towage, were compelled to re- 
fufe the further marks of kindnefs which were offered them, 
the intreating eyes and fupplicating geftures with which they 
folicited their acceptance of what they had brought, moft 
forcibly exprefled how much their minds were wounded, 
to think they had not arrived early enough to have their 
little tributes of affection received. 

Nor was this conduct of theirs an oftentatious Civility ex- 
ercifed towards {trangers.—Separated as they were from the 
reft of the world, the charaGter of a {tranger had never en- 
their imagination.—They felt our people were dif- 
trefied, and in confequence wifhed they fhould fhare what- 
‘ver they had to give. It was not that worldly munificence, 
that beftows and fpreads its favours with a 


a dittant eye to 


retribution—Their bofoms had never harboured fo conta- 
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minating a thought--No; it was the pure emotions of na- 
tive benevolence—It was the love of man to man.—It was a 
{cene that piétured human nature in triumphant colouring 
—And, whilft their 4derality gratified the fenfe, their vir7ue 
ftruck the heart ! 

Our people had alfo many occafions to obferve, that this 
{pirit of urbanity operated in all the intercourfe the natives 
had amon gthemfelves. The attention and tendernefs fhewn 
to the women was remarkable, and the deportment of the 
mien to each other mild and affable; infomuch that, in the 
various fcenes of which they were fpectators, during their 
{tay on thefe iflands, the Eng/i/p never faw any thing that had 
the appearance of conteft, or paffion: every one feemed to 
attend to his own concerns, without interfering with the 
bufinefs of their neighbour.—The men were occupied in 
their plantations, or in cutting wood, making hatchets, line, 
or {mall cords: fome in building houfes or canoes; others 
in making nets and fifhing-tackle. The forming of darts, 
fpears, and other warlike weapons, engroffed the attention 
of many more; as alfo the making of paddles for their boats, 
the fafhioning of domeftic utenfils, and the preparing and 
burning the chinam.—Such as had abilities to conduct any 
ufeful employment were called by the natives Tackelbys; of 
this clafs were reckoned the people who built, or inlaid the 
canoes; fuch alfo were thofe who manufactured the tortoife- 
fhell, or made the pottery. 

Uu2 Although 



































— 


AN AvGRCTO CINE “Our 
Although induftry, however zealous, muft be flow in pro- 
ducing its purpofe, unaided by proper implements, and la- 
bour rendered extremely tedious from this deficiency, yet, 
in regions where fuch advantages are denied, we do not find 
that the ardour of attempting is abated. A fteady perfeve- 
rance, to a certain degree, accomplifhes the end aimed at; 
and Europe hath, not without reafon, been aftonifhed at the 
many fingular productions imported from the fouthern dif- 
coveries, fo neatly and curioufly wrought by artlefs hands, 
unaffifted but by fuch fimple tools as ferve only to in- 
creafe our furprize, when we fee how much they have 
effected.—Every man, by his daily labour, gained his daily 
fuftenance: neceffity impofing this exertion, no idle or in- 
dolent people were feen, not even among thofe whom fupe- 
rior rank might: have exempted: ‘on the contrary, thefe 
excited their inferiors to toil and activity by their own ex- 
amples. The King himfelf was the beft maker of hatchets 
in the ifland, and was ufually at work whenever difengaged 
from matters of 1mportance.—Even the women fhared in 
the conimon toil; they laboured in the plantations of yams, 
and it was their province to pluck out all the weeds tha 
{hot up from between the ftones of the paved caufeways. 
They manufactured the mats and bafkets, as well as attend- 
ed to their domeftic concerns. The bufinefs of tatooing was 
alfo carried on by them; thofe who entered on this. em- 
ployment were denominated Tacke/bys artheil, or female ar- 
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tifts.—Their manners were courteous, though they were far 
from being of loofe, or vicious difpofitions ;—they in gene- 
ral rejected connections with our people, and refented any 
indelicate, or unbecoming freedom with a proper fenfe of 
modetty. 

In fuch fcenes of patient induftry, the years of fleeting 
life paffed on; and the cheerful difpofition of the natives 
fully authorized our people to fuppofe, that there were few 
hours of it either irkfome or oppreflive. They were ftrangers 
to thofe paffions which ambition excites—to thofe cares 
which affluence awakens.—Their exiftence appeared to-glide 
along like a {mooth undifturbed ftream ; and when. the na- 
tural occurrences of life ruffled the furface, they poffeffed a 
fufficient portion of fortitude to reftore to it foon its wonted 
calm.—Their happinefs feemed to be fecured to them on 
the firmeit bafis ; for the little which Nature and Provi- 
dence fpread before them, they enjoyed with a contented 
cheerfulnefs; nor were their bofoms habituated to cherifh. 
wifhes which they had not the power of gratifying. And 
it will not furely be denied, that in civilized nations the 
error of a contrary conduct exhibits, among the inactive, 
many melancholy repining countenances ; whilft it prompts 
more daring and uncontrouled {pirits to aim at compaffing 
their views by injuftice, or rapine, and to break down the 
facred barrier of fociety. 

From the general character of thefe people, the reader, | 
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fhould conceive, will be difpofed to allow, that their lives 
do credit to human nature; and that, however untutored, 
however uniformed, their manners prefent an interefting 
picture to mankind,—We {fee a defpotic government with- 
out one fhade of tyranny, and power only exercifed for ge- 
neral happinefs, the fubjects looking up with filial reverence 
to their King.—And, whilft a mild government, and an af- 
fectionate confidence, linked their little ftate in bonds of 
harmony, gentlenefs of manners was the natural refult, and 
fixed a brotherly and difinterefted intercourfe among on¢ 
another. 

I am well aware, that in the expedition againft PELE- 
LEW, the deftroying the houfes and plantations of the little 
ifland belonging to it, which the natives, through fear, had 
abandoned, as well as the killing thofe whom they captured 
in battle, are both of them circumftances which will appear 
to militate againft that humanity which, throughout this 
work, I have attributed to the people of PELEw.—Refpect- 
ing the firft, though the landing in an enemy’s country, 
and fpreading devaftation and diftrefs, is by no means a 
practice new in the annals of hiftory, political neceffiity 
qualifying the meafure; yet in thefe regions it feemed alfo 


to militate fo much againit their accuftomed maxim, sever 
to take an enemy by furprize, but to give previous notice of 
a meditated attack, that I am ftrongly inclined to think 
this might have been a new art of war fuggefted to the 
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King by the Malay favourite, as it totally contradicted that 
open generofity with which they at all times conducted hot 
tilities. 

As to their putting their prifoners to death, RAa Kook, 
on being cenfured for it by Captain WILSON, faid, 7¢ bad not 
akways been fo; and, in afligning reafons for being compelled 
to do it, feemed to fhelter the proceeding under the plea of 
political neceffity. 

The number captured in any of their battles muft, from 
their mode of engaging, be at all times very trifling. In the 
moft confiderable engagement our people witnefled at AR- 
INGALL, no more than #ime were made prifoners, which 
the natives accounted a great many; nor were thefe put to 
death in cold blood, it rather might be called the clofe of the 
battle. It was generally the effect of unfubfided paffion or 
revenge, the terminating blow being, in moft cafes, given 
by fome one who had loft a near relation, or friend, in the 
battle, or was himfelf fuffering under the pain of a wound... 
Befides, as thefe iflands were fituated fo near to each 
other, it was next to impoffible to detain their captives ; 
they had no prifons to confine them; no cartel canoes to 
negotiate an exchange; and, going about the ifland freely, 
the lives of the Sovereign, or his Chiefs, were at all times 
affailable by any vindictive fpirit. They had, as the General 
told Captain WILSON, ineffectually ftrove to detain them as 
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menial fervants. Therefore, revolting as the idea is, if they 
have, in this refpect, adopted a maxim which prevails among 
the Indian tribes in AMERICA, and in the numerous ftates of 
Arrica (though the number of lives facrificed can never 
here be many) one hath only to lament that political neceffity 
hath (in common with a multitude of other uncivilized coun- 
tries) thrown a fhade over thefe new-difcovered iflands. 

It fhould be the caution of every writer, to endeavour to 
difarm criticifm, by meeting objections that 7zay be made.— 
After the good difpofitions which the people of PELEw have 
been feen to poffefs, it may poffibly be faid, they were ad- 
dicted to pilfering when opportunity offered; a cenfure 
which many, I believe, think has been too feverely paffed 
on the poor inhabitants of the fouthern ocean.—In the PE- 
LEW iflands, it was never done but by thofe of the loweft 
clafs; and whenever complaint was made of any thing hay- 
ing been taken clandeftinely away, the King, as well as his 
Chiefs, confidered it as a breach of hofpitality, nor could 
their indignant fpiritsreft till the article purloined was fearch- 
ed for, and if found, reftored.—Should fome Ea/fern Prince, 
magnificently decorated,. accidentally, as he paffled along, 
drop a diamond from his robe, and were a poor peafant 
(knowing how great an acquifition it was) to fee it fparkling 
in the duft, where is that refiftance, that felf-denial, which 
avould go on and leave it untouched ?—A nail—a tool—or a 
bit 
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bit of old iron, was to ¢bem the alluring diamond.—They 
had no penal ftatute againft petty Jarceny. They fought only 
the means of rendering eafier the daily toils of life, or of 
compaffing with facility what they imperfectly accom- 
plifhed by unwearied perfeverance! And, I am confident, 
the voice of reafon will unite with me in afflerting, that they 
mutt have been more than men, had they acted lefs like men. 
Virtuous in the extreme would be deemed that country, 
where the confcience of no individual, in the coo] moments 
of reflection, could upbraid him with a heavier tranfgreflion, 
than applying to his own ufe a bit of iron that Jay before 
him ! 

In the name of humanity, then, let us judge with lefs 
rigour our fellow-creatures; and, fhould any one be difpofed, 
for fuch trivial failings, to cenfure the benevolent inhabitants 
of PELEw, that cenfure, I truft, for the fake of juftice, will 
never be pafled on them by thofe who live in civilized and 
enlightened nations—for Swch muft be too well convinced of 
she inefficacy of the beft-digefted laws, andthe inability of 
their own internal police to reftrain the vices of mankind, 
by obferving, that all which Prudence can revolve, i/dorm 
plan, or Power enforce, is frequently unable to protect their 
Property by night, or their Per/ons, at all times, even under 
meridian funs.—-They will reflect, that every bolt and bar is 
a fatire on fociety ; and painfully recollect, that it is not the 
daring plunderer alone they have to guard again{t; they are 
X X affailable 
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affailable under the fimile of difembled friendfhip, by whiclr 

the Generous and the Confiding are too often. betrayed into: 
a fituation deyond the fhelter of any protecting law ;. a wound 
which, perhaps, more than any other, hath-tortured the feel~ 
ines of fenfibility ! 

Waiting, therefore, that long-expected zera, when civiliza- 
tion, {cience, and philofophy, fhall. bring us to a more cons 
firmed practice of rea/ virtue, it becomes us to view with. 
charity thofe errors in others, which we have not as yet been: 
able to correct in ourfelves. 

If the enlightened fons of Europ, enjoying the full:blaze 
of advantages unknown in lefs favoured regions, have hi- 
therto made fo flow an advance toward moral perfecTiony. 
they are furely pafling the fevereft cenfure on rthem/elves,. 
if they expect to find it in a happier manner approached: 


by the dark and unfriended children of the SOUTHERN. 
WoRLD! 
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Anecdotes of LEE Boo, fecond Son of AnBa THULLE, from 


the Time of leaving CANTON to bis Death. 


AVING given a faithful narrative of all the mate- 

rial occurrences which happened to our people during 
the time they remained in the PexEWw IsLaNps, with fuch 
information concerning their produce; the manners, dif- 
pofition, way of life, and character of the natives, as could 
be colleéted in that {pace of time, from the intercourfe 
our countrymen had with them; I fhall clofe this work 
with fuch anecdotes of Prince LEE Boo, as I have received 
from fome of my particular friends who often faw him, 
added to thofe I have my/edf been witnefs of :—infignificant 
as,the amount of the whole may be, yet I think them-worth 
recording ;—from a trifling fketch, or a mere outline, 
enough may be gained of charaéter, to convey to the mind 
no fallacious idea of the object. aimed at.—In the prefent 
cafe, no more than an outline can be delineated—Had not 
this youth, who came here almoft a ftranger to our lane 
guage, and who lived little more than five months with 
ais, been fnatched away fo foon to fill an early grave, I 


xX we might 
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might have been enabled to offer the public a more finifhed 
picture of him. 

In the flight acquaintance made with him at Macao and 
CANTON, he hath, I truft, interefted the reader by that in- 
genuous opennefs, which was the refult of native fimplicity; 
he is there feen in the character of a new-born creature,. 
juft entering a world he was quite a ftranger to, darting his 
bewildered eyes on every fide, and folicited by fuch a va- 
riety of novelty, that he knew not where to fix his atten- 
tion. However beautiful, however ftupendous the objects 
may be which furround us, when they have been within 
our view through all the progreffive advance of early years, 
they infenfibly ceafe to engage our notice.—The peafant,, 
bred at the foot of ETNA, or the ANDES, fees with indiffer- 
ence thofe wonderful operations of Nature, which feduce 
{fo frequently from diftant countries the inquifitive traveller. 
——The cafe of LEE Boo was directly otherwife ; if I may be 
allowed the expreffion, he was born at the {tate of manhood, 
with his mind in full vigour, and inftantly found himfelf en- 
compafied by {cenes not only totally new, but totally beyond 
his conceptions—fcenes which to him were {6 bordering 
on enchantment, that they were fufficient to have half over- 
fet the inexperienced faculties of our young traveller, had 
he not conftantly had his MENTor at his elbow to clear up 


all his difficulties, point his judgment properly, and give 


him 
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him a juft explanation of whatever became an object of his 
notice and furprize. 

We left them together, as the reader will recolle&, on 
board the Morse Ivdiaman, purfuing their paflage to Eu- 
ROPE; he was treated with much kindnefs and attention by 
the Commander, Captain ELLiot, and Ler Boo was fo 
courteous and pleafant during the whole voyage, tlat every 
one was ready to render him any fervice in their power. 

He was extremely defirous of knowing the name and 
country of every fhip he met at fea, and would repeat what 
he was told over and over till he had fixed it well in his 
memory; and, as each inquiry was gratified, he made a2 
knot on his Live; but thefe knots now having greatly mul- 
tiplied, he was obliged to repeat thern over every day to re= 
frefh his memory, and often to recur to Captain WILson, 
or others, when he had forgot what any particular knot re- 
ferred to. The Officers in the Morse, with whom only he 
affociated, when they faw him thus bufied with his Live, 
ufed to fay he was reading his journal. He frequently afked 
after all the people of the ORooLONG, who had gone aboard 
different fhips at CHINA, particularly after the Captain’s fon, 
and Mr. SHARP. 

He had not been long on the voyage before he folicited 
Captain WILSON to get him a book, and point out to him 
the letters, that he might, when he knew them, be inftructed 


in reading; all convenient opportunities were allotted to 
gratify 
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eratify this wifh of his young pupil, who difcovered great 
readine{s in comprehending every information given him. 
On arriving at SAINT HELENA, he was much {truck with 
the foldiers and cannon on the fortifications; and the com- 
ing in foon after of four Engli/b men of war, afforded him 


I 1 
a fight highly delighting, particularly thofe which had two 


(a) 


tier of guns. It was explained to him that thefe kind of 
fhips were intended only for fighting, and that the other 


vefiels which he then faw in the Bay were deftined for 


commerce, to tranfport and exchange from one country to 


another its produce and manufaétures.—Captain BULLER, 
the Commander of his Majefty’s fhip Tue Cuaser, had the 
goodnefs to take him on board his own, and another fhip, 
to let him fee the men exercifed at the great guns and {mall 
arms, which exceedingly imprefled his imagination. 

On being carried to fee a fchool, he expreffed a with that 
he could learn as the boys did, feeling his own deficiency in 
Knowledge. 

He defired to ride on horfeback into the country, which 
he was permitted to do; he fat well, and galloped, fhewed 
no fear of falling, and appeared highly pleafed both with the 
novelty and pleafure of the exercife. 

Viliting the Company’s garden, he noticed fome fhady 
walks formed with bamboos arching overhead on lattice- 
work. He was ftruck with the refrefhing coolnefs they 


afforded, and obferved, that his own countrymen were 


re) ignorant 
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ignorant of the advantages they might enjoy, faying, that 
on this ifland they had but little wood, yet applied it to a 
good purpofe; that at PELEw they had great ‘abundance, 
‘and knew not how to ufe it.—Adding, that when he went 
back, he would fpeak to the King, tell him how defective 


they were, and have men employed: to make fuch bowers as: ~ 


he had feen. 

Such were the dawnings of a mind that felt its own dark- 
nefs—and had the good-fenfe to catch at every ray of light 
that might lead him forward to information and improve- 
ment ! , 

Before the MorseE quitted SAINT HELENA, the LAs= 
CELLES arrived, by which occurrence LEE Boo had an in~ 
terview with his: firft friend, Mr. SHarp ; he had a fight of 
him from a window, and ran out with the utmoft impatience 


to take him by the hand; happy, after fo long a feparation,: 


to meet him again, and evincing by his ardour the grateful! 


fentiments he retained of the attention that gentleman hadi 
fhewn: hin. , 

As he drew near the Bvizi/ channel, the number of veffels 
that he obferved purfuing their different courfes, increafin g 
fo much, he was obliged to give up the keeping of his 
journal; but was {till very inquifitive to know, whither they 
were failing.—When the Morse got tothe IsLzE oF WIGHT, 
Captain. W1ILsoN, his brother, the Prince, with feveral other 
paffengers, quitted her, and coming in a boat between the 

| ° Needles, 
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Needles, arrived fafe at PoRTSMOUTH the fourteenth of Fuly 
1784.—On landing, the number and fize of the men of war 
then in harbour, the variety of houfes, and the ramparts, 
were all objects of attraction; he feemed fo totally abforbed 
in filent furprize, that he had no Jeifure to afk any queftions, 
-~The officer of the Morse charged with the difpatches 
fetting off immediately for LONDON, Captain WILSON, im- 
patient to fee his family, accompanied him, leaving his 
young traveller under the care of his brother, to follow him 
by a coach, which was to fet.off in the evening. As 
foon as he reached town, he was conveyed to the Captain’s 
houfe at ROTHERHITHE, where he was not a little happy to 
rejoin his adopted father, and in being introduced to his fa- 
mily, 

Though part of his journey had paffed during the night, 
yet, with returning day, his eyes had full employment on 
every fide; and when he had got to what was now to be, 
for fome time, his deftined home, he arrived in all the na- 
tural glow of his youthful fpirits. Whatever he had ob- 
ferved in filence, was now eagerly difclofed. He defcrib- 
ed all the circumftances of his journey; faid it was very 
pleafant—that he had been put into a little houfe, which 
was run away with by horfes—that he flept, but ftill was 
going on; and, whilft he went one way, the fields, houfes, 
and trees, all went another—every thing, from the quick 
nefs of travelling, appearing to him to be in motion, 

At 
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At the hour of reft he was fhewn by Mr. M. W1Lson up 
to his chamber, where, for the firft time, he faw a four-poft 
bed; he could fearce conceive what it meant—he jumped 

nitty and jumped out again; felt and pulled afide the cur- 
tains ; got into bed, and then got out a fecond time, to ad- 
mire its exterior form. At length, having become acquaint- 
ed with its ufe and convenience, he laid himfelf down to 
fleep, faying, that in ENGLAND there was a houfe for every 
thing. saat 

It was not, I believe, more than a week after his arrival, 
when I was invited, by my late valued friend Ropert Rasu= 
LEIGH, Efq. to dinner, where Captain WILson, and his 
young charge, were expected.—LE Boo then poffeffed but 
very little Exg/ii, yet, between words and action, made him- 
felf tolerably underftood, and feemed to comprehend the 
greater part of what was faid to him, efpecially, having the 
Captain by him to explain whatever he did not clearly com- 
prehend.—He was dreft as an Exg/i/hman, excepting that he 
wore his hair in the fafhion of his own country ; appeared 
to be between nineteen and twenty years of age, was of a 
middling ftature, and had a countenance fo {trongly marked 
with fenfibility and good-humour, that it inftantly preju- 
diced every one in his favour; and this countenance was 
enlivened by eyes fo quick and intelligent, that they might 
really be faid to announce his thoughts and conceptions 
without the aid of language. 


UY ; Though 
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Though the accounts I had previoufly received of this 
new man (as he was called at Macao) had greatly raifed 
my. expectations, yet‘when I had been a ‘little time in his 
ompany, I was perfectly aftonifhed at the eafe and gentle- 
nefs of his manners. he was lively and pleafant, and had 
a politenefs without form, or reftraint, which appeared to 
be the refult of natural good-breeding.—As I chanced to 
fit near him at table, I paid him a great deal of attention, 
which he feemed to be very fenfible of.—Many queftions 
were of courfe put to Captain WILson by the company, 
concerning this perfonage, and the country he had brought 
him from, which no Ewropeau had ever vifited before; he 
obligingly entered on many particular circumftances which 
vere highly interefting, {poke of the battles in which his 
people had affifted the King of PELEw, and of the peculiar 
manner the natives had of tying up their hair when going 
to war; LEE Boo, who fully underftood what his friend 
was explaining, very obligingly, and unafked, untied his 
own, and threw it into the form Captain WILSON had been 
defcribing.—I might tire the reader were I to enumerate 
the trivial occurrences of a few hours, rendered only of con- 
fequence from the fingularity of this young man’s fituation ; 


fuffice it to fay, there was in all his deportment fuch affa- 


1 


bility and propriety of aviour, that when he took leave 
of the company, there was hardly any one prefent who 
did not feel a fatisfaction in haying had an interview with 
him. 


I went 
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I went to ROTHERHITHE, a few days after, to fee Captain 
WiLsoN; LEE Boo was reading at a window, he recollected 
me inftantly, and flew with eagernefs to the door to meet 
me, looked on me as a friend, and ever after attached him- 
felf to me, appearing to be happy whenever we met toge- 
ther.—In this vifit I had a good deal of converfation with 
him, and we mutually managed to be pretty well underftood 
by each other; he feemed to be pleafed with every thing 
about him, faid, 4/7 fine country, fine fireet, fine coach, and 
houfe upon boufe up to fry, putting alternately one hand above 
another, by which I found (their own habitations being all 
on the ground) that every feparate ftory of our buildings he 
at that time confidered as a diftinct houfe. 

He was introduced to feveral of the Directors of the INp1a 
Company, taken to vifit many of the Captain’s friends, and 
sradually fhewn moft of the public buildings in the different 
quarters of the town; but his prudent conductor had the 
caution to avoid taking him to any places of public enter- 
tainment, left he might accidentally, in thofe heated reforts, 
catch the f{mall-pox, a difeafe which he purpofed to ino- 
culate the young Prince with, as foon as he had acquired 
enough of our language to be reafoned into the neceflity of 
fubmitting to the operation; judging, and furely not with- 
out good reafon, that by giving him fo offenfive and trou- 
_blefome a diftemper, without firft explaining its nature, 
and preparing his mind to yield to it, it might weaken 
7 Y y.2 that 



































AN (AGL OUNWT OF 


that unbounded confidence which this youth placed in his 
adopted father. 

After he had been awhile fettled, and a little habituated 
to the manners of this country, he was fent every day to an 
Academy at ROTHERHITHE, to be inftructed in reading and 
writing, which he was himfelf eager to attain, and moft 
affiduous in learning; his whole deportment, whilft there, 
was fo engaging, that it not only gained him the efteem of 
the gentleman under whofe tuition he was placed, but alfo 
the affection of his young companions;—in the hours of 
rece{s, when he returned to the Captain’s houfe, he amufed 
the whole family by his vivacity, noticing every particula- 
rity he faw in any of his {chool-fellows, with great good- 
humour mimicking their different manners, fometimes fay- 
ing he would have a fchool of his own when he returned to 
PELEw, and fhould be thought very wife when he taught 
the great people their letters. 

He always addreffed Mr. WiLson by the appellation of 
Captaim; but never would call Mrs. WILSON (to whom he 
behaved with the warmeft affection) by any other name 
than that of Mozer, looking on ¢hat as a mark of the great- 
eft re{pect.—Being often told he fhould fay Mrs, WILSON, 
his conftant reply was, No, 70o—Mother, Mother. 

Captain WELSON, when invited to dine with his particular 
friends, was generally accompanied by LEE Boo; on which 
occafions, there was fo much eafe and politenefs in his beha- 


viour, 
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viour, as if he had been always habituated to good company ; 
he adapted himfelf very readily to whatever he faw were the 
cuftoms of the country, and fully confirmed me in an opi- 
nion which I have ever entertained, that xatwral good man- 
ners is the natural refult of natural good fenfe. 

Wherever this young man went, nothing efcaped his 
obfervation; he had an ardent defire of information, and 
thankfully received it, always expreffing a wifh to know 
by what means effects which he noticed, were produced. I 
was one day in company with him, where a young lady 
fat down to the harpficord, to fee how he was affected 
with mufic; he appeared greatly furprized that the in- 


{trument could throw out fo much found; it was opened, 


to let him fee its interior conftruction, he pored over it with 
great attention, watching how the jacks were moved, and 
feemed far more difpofed to puzzle out the means which 
produced the founds, than to attend to the mufic that was 
playing. He was afterwards requefted to give us a PELEW 
fong; he did not wait for thofe repeated intreaties which 
fingers ufually require, but obligingly began one as foon as 
afked; the tones, however, were fo harfh and difcordant, and 
his breaft feemed to labour with fo much exertion, that his 
whole countenance was changed by it, and every one’s ears 
ftunned with the horrid notes. From this fample of PeLEw 
finging, it is not to be wondered, that a chorus of fuch per- 
formers had the effe& (as hath been related) of making our 

countrymen 
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countrymen at ORooLoNG fly to their arms;—it might, in 
truth, have alarmed a whole garrifon.—Though when he 
had been fome time here, he readily caught two or three 
Engli/b fongs, in which his voice appeared by no means in= 
harmonious. 

LEE Boo’s temper was very mild and compaffionate, difco- 
vering, in various inftances, that he had brought from his fa- 
ther’s territories that {pirit of philanthropy, which we have 
feen reigned there; yet he at all times governed it by difcretion 
and judgment.—If he faw the young afking relief, he would 
rebuke them with what little Exg/i/b he was matter of, telling 
them, it was a fhame to beg when they were able to work; 
but the intreaties of o/d age he could never withftand, faying, 
muft give poor old man—old man no able to work. 

I am perfectly convinced, that Captain WILSON, from the 
confidence which the King had repofed in him, would have 
held himfelf inviolably bound to protect and ferve this 
young creature to the utmoft extent of his abilities ; but, in- 
dependant of what he felt was due to the noble character of 
ABBA THULLE, there was fo much gentlenefs, and fo much 
gratitude lodged at Lrz Boo’s heart, that not only the Cap- 
tain, but every part of his family, viewed him with the 
warmeit fentiments of difinterefted affection.—Mr. H. WIL= 
SON, the Captain’s fon, being a youth of a very amiable cha- 
racter, and a few years younger than LEE Boo, they had, 
during their voyage to, and ftay in CHINA, become mutually 
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attached to each other, and meeting again under the father’s 
roof, their friendfhip was {till more cemented ; the young 
Prince looked on him as a brother, and, in his leifure hours 
from the Academy, was happy to find in him a companion 
to converfe with, to exercife the throwing of the fpear, or 
partake in any innocent recreation. 

Boy aM, the Ma/ay, whom the King had fent to attend on 
his fon, proving an unprincipled, difhoneft fellow, LEE Boo 
was fo difgufted with his conduct, that he intreated Captain 
WILson to fend him back to SuMaTRA (which, he had 
learned was the Ma/ay’s own country); and Tom RosE, a man 
of tried fidelity, and who had picked up a great deal of the 
PELEW language, being at this time in ENGLAND, was en- 
gaged to fupply his place; an exchange which gave great fa- 
tisfaction to all parties. 

Captain WILson being now and then incommoded with 
fevere head-achs, which were fometimes relieved by lying 
down onthe bed; on thefe occafions the feelings of LEE 
Boo were ever alarmed. He appeared always unhappy, 
would creep up foftly to his prote¢ctor’s chamber, and fit 
filent by his bedfide for a long time together, without moy- 
ing, peeping gently from time to time between the curtains, 
to fee if he flept, or lay eafy. 

Astheanecdotes ofthis fingular youth are but {canty, being 
all unfortunately limited to a very fhort period, I would un- 


willingly, in this place, withhold one, where his own heart 
defcribed 
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defcribed itfelf. The Captain having been all the morning 
in LONDON, after dinner afked his fon if he had been at 
fome place, he had, before he went to town, directed him to 
call at, with a particular-meflage? The fact was, the two 
young friends had been amufing themfelves with throwing 
the {pear, and the bufinefs had been totally forgotten.—Cap- 
tain WILSON was hurt at the neglect, and told his fon it 
was very idle and carelefs; this being fpoken in an impa- 
tient tone of voice, which LEE Boo conceiving was a mark 
of anger in the father, flipt unobferved out of the parlour, 
The matter was inftantly forgotten, and fomething elfe 
talked of, when LEE Boo being miffed, Harry WILSoNn 
was fent to look after him, who finding him in a back room 
quite dejected, defired him to return to the family; Ler 
Boo took his young friend by the hand, and on entering the 
parlour went up to the father, and laying hold of his hand 
joined it with that of his fon, and preffing them together, 
dropped over both thofe tears of fenfibility, which his affec- 
tionate heart could not on the occafion fupprefs. 

Captain WILSON and the young Prince dining with me 
early after his arrival, I was afking how he was affeéted by 
painting; on mentioning the fubject, Dr. CARMICHAEL 
SMYTH, whom I had requefted to meet this {tranger, 
wifhed me to bring a- miniature of myfelf, that we 
might all thereby obferve if it ftruck him; he took it 


in his hand, and inftantly darting his eyes toward me, 


called 
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called out, Mier KneatE—very nice, very good.—The Captain 
then afking him, if he underftood what it fignified? he re- 
plied, LEE Boo underfiand well—that Mifér KEATE die—this 
Mifér KEatTe /ive.—A treatife on the utility and intent of 
portrait-painting could not have better defined the art than 
this little fentence. 

Mrs. WILSON defiring LEE Boo, who was on the oppofite 
fide of the table, to fend her fome cherries, perceiving that 
he was going to take them up with his fingers, jocofely no- 
ticed it to him, he inftantly reforted to a {poon ; but, fenfible 
that he had difcovered a little unpolitenefs, his countenance 
was in a moment fuffufed with a bluth, that vifibly forced 
itfelf through his dark complexion. 

A lady, who was of the party, being incommoded by the 
violent heat of the day, was nearly fainting, and obliged to 
leave the room; this amiable youth feemed much diftreffed 
at the accident, and feeing her appear again when we were 
fummoned to tea, his inquiries, and particular attention to 
her, as ftrongly marked his tendernefs, as it did his good- 
breeding. 

He was fond of riding in a coach beyond any other con- 
veyance, becaufe, he faid, people could be carried where they 
wanted to go, and at the fame time fit and converfe together. 
He feemed particularly pleafed at going to church, and, 
though he could not comprehend the fervice, yet he per- 
fe&tly underftood the intent of it, and always behaved there 
with remarkable propriety and attention. 
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Captain WiLSON kept him from going abroad, except to 
vifit friends, for the reafon already affigned, as alfo frony 
another prudential confideration, that his mind might be 
tranquil, nor too much drawn off from the great object in: 
view, the attaining the language, which would enable him te 
comprehend fully every purpofed information, and to enjoy 
better whatever he fhould then be fhewn. The river, the: 
fhipping, and the bridges he was forcibly ftruck with; and 
he was feveral times taken to fee the guards exercifed and 
march in St. JAMEs’s Park, a fight which gratified him much, 
every thing that was mihtary greatly engaging his attention. 
‘Fo ayoung creature, fituated as he was, and whofe eye and 
mind were ever in queft of information, circumftances per- 
petually occurred, that a# ¢he time interefted thofe who were 
about him, but which at pre/ent would be trefpaffing too: 
much on the reader to mention. 

I went to fee him the morning after Lunarpv’s firft af- 
cent in the balloon, not doubting but that I fhould have 
found him to the greateft degree aftonifhed at an exhibition 
vhich had excited fo much curiofity even amongft ourfelves: 
but, tomy great furprize, it did not appear to have engaged 
him in the leaft. Hefaid, be thought it a very foolifp thing 
to ride in the air like a bird, when a man could travel So 
much more pleafantly on horfeback, or in a coach.—He was 
either not aware of the difficulty, or hazard of the enterprize, 
or it is not improbable that a man flying up through the 


clouds, fufpended at a balloon, might have been ranked by 
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him as a common occurrence, in a country which was per- 
petually {preading before him fo many fubjects of furprize. 

Whenever he had opportunities of feeing gardens, he was 
an attentive obferver of the plants and fruit-trees, would afk 
many queftions about them, and (ay, when he returned home, 
he would take feeds of fuch as would live and flourifh in 
PrLEw ; talked frequently of the things he fhould then per- 
fuade the King to alter, or adopt; and appeared in viewing 
moft objects to confider how far they might be rendered 
afeful to his own country. . 

- He was now proceeding with hafty ftrides in gaining the 
Englifb Janguage, and advancing fo rapidly with his pen, that 
he would probably in a fhort time have written avery fine 
hand, when he was overtaken with that very difeafe, which 
swith fo much caution had been guarded againft. On the 16th 
of December he felt himfelf much indifpofed, and ina day or 
two after an eruption appeared all over him.—Captain WIL- 
son called to. inform me of his uneafinefs, and was then 
going to Dr. CARMICHAEL SmyTH, to requeft he would fee 
him, apprehending that it might be the {mail-pox. 

Dr. SmytH, with whofe profeffional abilities are united 
every accomplifhment of the {cholar and the gentleman, and 
whofe friendfhip I feel a pride in acknowledging myfelf 
tong poffeffed of, defired me to go with him to ROTHER- 
When he defcended from Lxrx Boo’s chamber 
o go) he told the family 


HITHE. 
(where he rather wifhed me nott 
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that there was not a doubt with refpect to the difeafe, and 
was forry to add (what he thought it right to prepare them 
for) that the appearances were fuch as almoft totally pre- 
cluded the hope of a favourable termination; but that he 
had ordered whatever the prefent moment required. Cap- 
tain WILSON earneftly folicited the continuance, if poffible, of 
his vifits, and was affured that however inconvenient the dif 
tance, he would daily attend the iffue of the diftemper. 

_ When I went the fecond day, I found Mr. SHarp there, 
a gentleman fo often mentioned in the foregoing narra- 
tive, who, hearing of his young friend’s. illnefs, had come 
to affift Captain WILson, nor ever ftirred from the houfe, 
till poor LEE Boo had yielded to his fate. 

The Captain having never had the fmall-pox himfelf, 
was now precluded going into LrE Boo’s room, who, in« 
formed of the caufe, acquiefced in being deprived of feeing 
him, ftil continuing to be full of inquiries after his health, 
fearing he might catch the difeafe; but though Captain 
WILSON complied with the requeft of his family in not go- 
ing into the chamber, yet he never abfented: himfelf from 
the houfe; and Mr. SHarp.conftantly took care that every 
direction was duly attended to, and from him I received the 
account of our unfortunate young ftranger during: his ill- 
nefs, which he bore with great firmnefs of mind, never re- 
fufing to take any thing that was ordered for him, when 
told that Dr. Smyru, (to whofe opinion he paid the greateft 
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deference) défired it.—Mrs. WILson happening to have 
fome indifpofition at this time, which confined her to her 
bed, Ler Boo, on hearing of it, became impatient, faying, 
What, Mother 1! LEE Boo get up to fee her; which he did, 
and would goto her apartment, to be fatisfied how fhe really 
was. 

- On the Fhurfday before his death, ‘walking acrofs the 
room, he looked at himfelf in the glafs (his face being then 
much {welled and disfigured) ; he fhook his head, and turn- 
ed away, as-if difeufted at his own appearance, and told Mr. 
SHARP, that 275 father and mother much grieve, for they knew 
be was very fick; this he repeated feveral times.—At night, 
growing worfe, he appeared to- think himfelf in danger; he 
took Mr. SHarp by the hand, and, fixing his eyes ftedfaftly 


on him, with earneftnefs faid, Good friend, when you £0 to 


PELEW, fe// ABBA THULLE that LEE Boo take much drink to~ 


make fmall-pox go away, but he die;—that the Captain and 
Motber (meaning Mrs. WirLson) very kind— afl Englith 
very good men;—was much forry be could not /peak to the King 
the number of fine things. the Englifh bad got.—Then he reck- 
oned what had been given him as prefents, which he wifhed 
Mr. SHarP would diftribute, when he went back, among 
the Chiefs; and requefted that very particular care might be 
taken of the blue glafs barrels on pede(ftals, which he di- 
rected fhould be given to. the King. 

Poor Tom: Rost, who ftood at the foot of his young 
mafter’s bed, was fhedding tears. at hearing all this, which 
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LEE Boo obferving, rebuked him for his weaknefs, afking, 
Why foould be be crying fo becaufe Lex Boo die 2 

Whatever he felt, his fpirit was above complaining; and 
Mrs. WILson’s chamber being adjoining to his own, he 
often called out to inquire if fhe was better, always adding, 
left fhe might fuffer any difquietude on his account, LEE 
Boo do well, Mother. The fmall-pox, which had been out 
eight or nine days, not rifing, he began to feel himfelf fink, 
and told Mr. SHARP 4e was going away. His mind, however, 
remained perfectly clear and calm to the laft, though what 
he fuffered in the latter part of his exiftence was fevere in- 
deed; the ftrength ef his conftitution {trugeled long and 
hard againft the venom of his diftemper, till exhaufted na- 
ture yielded in the conteft. 

Dr. Smytu had the goodnefs, every day on his return 
from ROTHERHITHE, to inform me of the ftate of his pa- 
tient, but never gave me any hope of his recovery. Being 
under an engagement, with my family, to pafs a week at 
the houfe of my friend, Mr. Brook WATSON, at Sheen, 
(who was equally anxious and alarmed as ourfelves for this 
amiable young man) I requefted the Door would have the 
goodneis to continue to me his information.—The fecond 
day after I left town, I received the intelligence of his death, 
which deeply affected us all.—I cannot give an account of 


4 


this melancholy event fo well as by tran{cribing Dr. SmyTH’s 
letter, by which it was conveyed to me. 


5 











TIME PELEW ESLANDS. 


Monday, Dec. 27, 1784. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

It is an unpleafant tafk for me to be the herald of bad 
news, yet, according to my promife, I muft inform you of 
the fate of poor Lez Boo, who died this morning without a 
groan, the vigour of his mind and body refifting to the 
very laft.—Yefterday, the fecondary fever coming on, he 
was feized with a fhivering fit, fucceeded by head-ach, vio- 
lent palpitation of the heart, anxiety, and difficult breath- 
ing; he again ufed the warm bath, which, as formerly, 
afforded him a temporary relief; he had a blifter put on 
his back, which was as ineffectual as thofe applied to his 
legs. He expreffed all his feelings to me, in the moft forci- 
‘ble and pathetic manner, put my hand upon his heart, 
leant his head on my arm, and explained his uneafinefs in 
‘breathing ; but when I was gone he complained no more, 
fhewing that he complained with a view to be relieved, not 
to be pitied.—In fhort, living or dying he has given me a 
leffon which I fhall never forget; and furely, for patience 
and fortitude, he was an example worthy the imitation of a 
Stoic!—I did not fee Captain WiLtson when I called this 
morning, but the maid-fervant was in tears, and every perfon 
in the family wore the face of grief; poor Ler Boo’s affec- 
tionate temper made every one look upon him as a bro- 
ther or a child.— Compliments to the ladies, and to Mr. 
WATSON} 
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WaTSON; Who, I make no doubt, will all join in regretting 
the untimely end of our poor Prince.—From you, my friend, 
fomething more will be expected; and, though you cannot 
bring him back to life, you are called upon (particularly con- 
fidering his great attachment to you) not to let the memory 
of fo much virtue pafs away unrecorded.—But I am intér- 
rupted in thefe melancholy refleGtions, and have only time 
to afiure you of (what willnever pafs away but with myfelf ) 
the fincere friend{hip of your affectionate, &c. 
JA’ CARMICHAEL SMYTH. 


Captain WILSON notified to the India Houfe the unfortu- 
nate death of this young man; and received orders to-con- 
duct every thing with proper decency re{pecting his fune- 
ral. He was interred in RoTHERHITHE church-yard, the 
Captain and his brother attending. All the young people of 
the Academy joined in this teftimony of regard; and the 
concourfe of people at the church was fo great, that it ap- 
peared as if the whole parifh had affembled to join in feeing 
the laft ceremonies paid to one who was fo much beloved by 
all who had known him in it. 

The Inpria Company, foon after, ordered a tomb to be 
erected over his grave, with the following infcription, which 
I have tranfcribed from it: 





























THe PELE W OLS RAM DS: 


To the Memory 
of Prince LEE Boo, 
A native of the PELEw, or PALOs Iflands ; 
and Son to ABBA THULLE, Rupack or King 
of the Ifland CooROORAA ; 
who departed this Life on the 27th of December 1784, 
aged 20 Years ; 
This Stone is infcribed, 
by the Honourable United East INDIA COMPANY, 
as a Teftimony of Efteem for the humane and kind Treatment 
afforded by H1s FATHER to the Crew of their Ship 
the ANTELOPE, Captain WILSON, 
which was wrecked off that Ifland 


in the Night of the gth of Auguft 1783. 


Stop, Reader, ftop!——let Nature claim a Tear— 


A Prince of Mine, LEE Boo, lies bury’d here. 


Among 
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Among the little property which he left behind, befide 
what he had particularly requefted Mr. SHarp to convey to 
his father and friends, there were found, after his death, the 
{tones or feeds of moft of the fruits he had tafted in Exg/and, 
carefully and feparately put up.—And when one confiders 
that his ftay with us was but five months and twelve days, we 
find, that in the midft of the wild field of novelty that en- 
compaiied him, he had not been neglectful of that which, 
before his departure from PELEw, had been probably point- 
ed out to him as a principal matter of attention. 

From thefe trifling anecdotes of this amiable youth, cut 
off in the moment that his character began to bloffom, what 
hopes might not have been entertained of the future fruit 
fuch a plant would have produced !—~He had both ardour 
and talents for improvement, and every gentle quality of the 
heart to make himfelf beloved; fo that, as far as the dim 
fight of mortals is permitted to penetrate, he might, had his 
days been lengthened, have carried back to his own country 
—not the vices of a new world—but thofe /o/id advantages 
which his own good fenfe would have fuggefted, as likely to 
become moft ufeful to it. 

But—how carry back? —That event depended not on 
himfelf;—a naked, confiding ftranger—he trufted implicitly 
to others, and left the protecting arms of a father without 
apprehenfion—without ftipulation.—The evening before the 
OROOLONG failed, the King afked Captain W1Lson, how 


long 
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long it might be before his return to PELEWw? and being 
told, that it would probably be about thirty moons, or migh 
chance to extend to fix more, ABBA THULLE drew from his 
bafket a piece of Line, and, after making thirty knots on it, 
a little diftance from each other, left a long fpace, and then 
adding fix others, carefully put it by. 

As the flow but fure fteps of Time have been moving 
onward, the Reader’s imagination will figure the anxious 
parent, reforting to this cherifhed remembrancer, and with 
joy untying the earlier records of each elapfing period ;— 
as he fees him advancing on his Live, he will conceive ih 
joy redoubled ;—and, when nearly approaching to the zdir- 
tieth knot, almoft accufing the planet of the night for paffing 
fo tardily away. 

When verging towards the termination of his /ate/? reck- 
oning, he will then picture his mind glowing with parental 
affection, occafionally alarmed by doubt—yet {till buoyed up 
by hope;—he will fancy him pacing inquifitively the fea- 
fhore, and often commanding his people to afcend every 
rocky height, and glance their eyes along the level line of 
the horizon which bounds the furrounding ocean, to fee if 
haply it might not in fome part be broken by the diftant 
appearance of a returning fail. 

Laftly, he will view the good ABBA THULLE, wearied out 
by that expectation, which fo many returning moons fince 
his reckoning cea/ed, have by this time taught him he had 

3 fe2, nourifhed 
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nourifhed in vain.—But the Reader will bring him back to 
his remembrance, as armed with that unfhaken fortitude 
that was equal to the trials of varying life.—He will not in 
61m, as in lefs manly {pirits, fee the paffions rufhing into op- 
pofite extremes—Hope turned to De/pair— Affection converted 
to Hatred.—No—After fome allowance for their natural fer- 
mentation, he will fuppofe them all placidly fubfiding into 
the Ca/m of Refignation !— 

Should this not be abfolutely the cafe of our friendly 
King—as the human mind is far more pained by wucertainty 
than a knowledge of the worfi—every reader will lament, 

he fhould to this moment remain ignorant, that his long- 
looked for Son can return no more. 

At Romeg, the life of one citizen faved, gave a claim to 
the cz wreath—At PELEW, fo many of our countrymen 
refcued from diftrefs, and by ABBA THULLE’s proteétion and 
benevolence, not only faved from inevitable deftruction, but 
enabled to return in fafety to their families and friends, hath 


a=" 


lure a ftill ttronger claim to a wreath from Briti(o Grati- 
tide / 
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Pokey LEW. 


MYT OCaT 
Artheil - 
Nalakell - 
KD GCs = 
Cattam - 
Catbeil - 
Morwakell 
Talacoy - 
Sucahe - 
Takelby. - 
Botheluth - 
Ungelel - 
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Ao man: 


A woman. 

A child. 

A Chief, or title of rank. 
A father. 

A mother. 

A wife. 

A male infant. 


‘A friend. 


A workman, or artificer. 


The head. 


The teeth. 


Gil k. 


K Uf HL D 
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PlE LOW: 
Kimath 
Kalakalath 
Arraffack 
Oroofock 


Toot 


Cokeeth 


Playe 


yest 


Morabalow 


Poderay 


Trir 


Oyle/s 


Pewell 


Quall 
Tawr 


Koluck 
Mleut/s 


Cocow 
Coffall 
Pook 


Curra Curra 


Joo 


Caboo 


Elouth 


a 


- 





EC ON'G Labs 
The arms. 
The body. 
Blood. 
Bones. 
A woman’s breafts. 
The thighs. 
A dwelling-houfe. 
A public hall, or large houfe. 
A town. 
Home, a man’s dwelling. 
A fpoon. 
A knife. 
A cup. 
A bafon. 
Plates, or difhes. 
Oil. 
Cocoa-nuts. 
Yams. 
‘Turmeric. 
Beetle-nut. 
Lemon. 
Plantains or bananas. 
Cabbage ; 7. e. the head of the cab- 
bage-tree. 
Moloffes. 


3 Outh 
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Outh - - - 
Kat - - 


Karr - - - 


Pyaap) = - 
Cokall - - 
Paathe - - 
Colocol = - - 
Cootoom - - - 
Arraiul - - 
Garagar - - 
Athagel - - 
NAAT OCk ey =o. a= 


Lills 


BC mF 


Mallacye - - - 


Coybaiile —- "= 
NT a ee - 
Peeforfe - - 


Difo 


Mma - my 


Beelakel «3 = 


Gill 


Cee - = 


Oug 


oop) = 


utp - ~ 
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i N' Greed soo: 
A torch. 


Smoke. 

pire, 

A rat. 

An ifland. 

A rock. 

A fand, or fhoal, in the fea. 
Earth or land fit for cultivation. 
Frefh water. 

Wood ; 7. é. trees. 

Bamboo. 

Rattans. 

Spears or. darts. 

A leaf of a tree, bufh, or plant. 
A canoe, or boat. 

A maft. ¥ 

A fail. 

A paddle, or oar. 


The bottom piece of the out-rigger. 


The fhell ornaments of the canoes. 


A rope. 
Small line, or cord. 
A fifhing-net. 


Fifhing-pots, or bafkets, made of {plit 


bamboo. 


Thoup 





FF it hae 

Neekell .- <= - 
oy i, 7 1 PW Doe ab 
Cumathuck Neekell 
Arool = ” 
Cofacurra - - 


Kerthoush- =- - 
oO 


Kim - = - 


Kifuruck 


j 
j 


Aawell = ~ 
Craabrutell - - 
| Cockiyoou - =~ 
Cyep - = a 
Malk - 8 
Doothuck. - pe 
Oleek - = 4 
Nieje - * 
Bufbook - - 
Sweebuc - ae 
Mungeegy - = 
. Coyofs - - = 

6 he : 
a Pooyer =~ = = 
Abbibduk ~-- - 
Meefixs - = = 
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Pen a4 


S- 
pang 
| 


The fea. 

Fifh. 

Fifh-{fcales. 

Skaite, or large flat-fith. 

The common cockle. 

Ditto; the flutings of this cockle-fhell 
are circular, net radiated. 

Kima-cockle. 

The mother of pearl fhell. 

Turtle. 

Cray-fifh, or lobfter. 

Birds. 

Pigeons. 

A. fowl. 

The tropic-bird. 

Large bat, or flying-fox, 

Eggs. t 

Feathers, or quills. 

To fly. 

To fwim. 

The fun. 

To be fun-burnt, or bliftered. 

The moon. 

Stars. 

Seven ftars, or Pleiades. 


langle 





































Be By ig ns 


Lannie a — ~~ 
Yabbath - = 
Koyyoou - - 
Katt akatt - - 


Kull - - - 
Kull akoyyoou - 
Myoofook - - 
Coreowe y 
Thdrum -  - 
Pafapafoo - - 
Efaw - - 
Cocook - - - 
Ofimethbellaa - - 
Cotharaa trioook - 
Cappafay -  - 
_Olongkalla allakath 
Meleull - - - 
Peeleelurattle - 
Coteookell acoyo/s 
Coltho coyofs - - 
Mosc eee - 3 
Macrajen  - = 
Mathrabite - - 
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EIN Goats (vor 


Sky. 


Clouds. 
Wind. 
Fog, hazy or thick weather; 7. é. 


literally {moky. 


Rain. 


Wind and rain, a /quall. 


Little wind, or a ca/. 


Lightning. 


Thunder. 
Repeated claps of thunder. 


Rainbow. 


Day. 


Mid-day, or noon. 


Afternoon, or evening. 


Night. 


Day-light, or dawn. 


Darknefs. 


Morning, or fun-rife. 


Sun-fet. 
Yefterday. 
Burning hot. 
Cold. 
Hunger. 
3 B 
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Munga 
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PE.LE WwW. EUNs Gi lap Leb et. 
Munga - - - = To eat. , 
i i Meh) «9 -) ~ 2- Todrink: 


ah | Meethingsi/fs  - To be fatisfied with eating 
Ad me) 


° 


Thomor acocook - - Breakfatt. 





Weetacallell acoyofs inner. 


! 


Comofoy - = = Supper. 
Mifecowe - -  - Tocook, to drefs victuals. 
To broil victuals. 


Meeaké - “ - A fweetmeat made of almonds and 


Moringough - - 


moloffes. 
Sopojup - 


| like a turnip. 


A {weetmeat made of a fmall root 





Kalpatt - - - - Afweet pudding made of boiled yams 
and moloffes. 
{I Woolll ~ = - - <A {fweetmeat made of {craped cocoa 


nuts and moloffes. 
Mathingaa - - - Mouldy. 
Mokoot ~ - - - Rotten. 

Riamall - -  - The wild bread-fruit. 
Kuthbull - - - - The Jamboo apple. 

| Othougb - - - - Beads. 
Clootle -' - = - To cough. 

Wf Ogno/s - - - - To f{neeze. 

| Suam pepak = - To be pleafed, or glad. 


Gurragur 
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Gurragur 


Malil - - 


Puckafoogel 
Coothung 2 


Thingaringer 


Motur - - 


Merengel - 


Ellmangle - 


Adapat - 


Parr - - 
Moopat - 
Peekeei[s ~- 
Moraile - 
Arramooroot 


Mooboo - 


Cockamew - 


Bomthocar - 


AWUNO = 


THE OCPEUCEW “LANGUAGE. 


EVN Gel. Is eH. 


To laugh. 

To play, to toy. 

To deceive, to fpeak or act in joke, 
or doubtfully. 

Wife, or cunning—as Coothung arra- 
cat, a wife man. 

Foolifh, or a fool—as Thingaringer, 
arthei, a foolifh woman. 

To be angry. 

To be in pain. 

Hotcny. 

To lay down to fleep, z.é. to go te 
reft. 

A mat to fleep on. 

me. iicep. 

To awake from fleep. 

To walk. 

To run, or make hatte. 

To fall down. 

To take care, 7. é. not to flip or fall in 
walking. 

To arife from where you are fitting, 
to move out of that place. 

Come in, 7. é. come into a houfe, (an 
invitation or requett.) 


ear Bomgecaye 
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PE LEE ee 


Bomegecaye 
Poreowwe 


Koomacar: 


it a 
LOLOCOY 
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Moraanmaw 


Arrab 


Mora mey 
Mathack 


Ongeelatrecoy 


Munscou 


Kiboteleck 


Kibotelem 


Annabookeeth 


Ackmethack 


Atalell 


Aygaa - 


Kitra - 
Swvallow 
Calas - 
Kiffeem 


Sous = 


a 


~ 
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Sit down. 

To ftoop down. 

To exchange, to barter, to give one 
thing for another. 

To talk. 

‘Eoicheerato huzza. 

To call to a perfon at a diftance, as 
halloo! 

Come to me. 

Don’t be afraid. 

Means that a thing or bufinefs is well 
done. 

To fetch, to bring fomething want- 
ed. 

The right fide. 

The left fide. 

To give any thing, to make a prefent. 

Thank you. 

What is the name? 

This thing, or that thing. 

What is it called? 

A mat bafket. 

A {mall ditto. 

An adze or hatchet, made of fhell. 

Signifies a file made of fifh-fkin. 

Carute 








PE LEW. 


Carute - - 
Mulakow = Z 
Malapal = - 


Mooreollow - 


Mootteetur -~ - 


Meeleemoth - 


Morofoock - = 


Mafaketh -  - 
Matheethy - - 
Marafam - - 
Bopiecetee = 
Meeleekotuck - 
Aclaloo - - 
Mokamat - - 
TheilmucR - - 
Cocuath - - 
Umkarr - = 
Umearra ills = 
Mathee - - 
Maathey - - 


Moraick - - 


THE  PEREWYVLANGU AGE. 


EN GE sell: 


The drefs worn by the women. 


To wafh any thing, or themfelves. 


To wath or wipe the hand after eat- 


ing. 
To clean, to {weep a room. 


To work, or labour. 


To throw water out of a boat or vef- 


fel. 


To beat, as with a hammer, or to 


pound, as in a mortar. 
To reduce, to make lefs. 
To enlarge, to make bigger. 
To repair, to mend any thing. 
To throw any thing away. 
To ftrike, to give a- blow. 
To pilfer, to rake any thing flily. 
War, to fight. 
Peace. 
Fighting as children. 
Wounded. 


- A wound made by a fpear. 


Killed.. 
Dead. 
Sick. 
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Thoo - = 
Moringeh -  - 
Macekathe - 
Melooth = - 


Prothothuck - 


Clowe = bg 


Owmuckell - - 


Kickaray - 
Koomangle - 
Cathep - E 
Merow - a 
Croyeeth = = 
Icmathe =<. «= 
Peepack - =» 
Sola, Sila - - 


Moofe/s - - 


Moo/e/s akoyyou ~ 


Aaa ~ - 
Deak - - 
Naak ~ rs 
Kow - “ 


Mraveeig aes = 


A OV DO CoB U LAR Om 
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A bile or blotch. 
To be in pain from a bile or blotch. 
To itch. 
. To tattoo or mark the body and limbs. 
Their wooden fword. See Plate II. 
fiks 1a 
Large. 
A thing of a middling fize. 
Small. 
Long. 
Short. 
A meafure, anfwering to ourfathom, 
A great diftance. 
A fhort diftance. 
A great many, abundance, 
Enough, plenty, generally fpoke twice ; 
_ as Sola, Sola, enough, enough. 
Too much of any thing, 
Too high a wind. 
Yes. 
No. 
Me, myfelf. 
You. 
The other fide of any thing. 
Oleeakeck 
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THE PELEW LANGUAGE. 


Pe Ta eer ENGLISH. 
Olecakeck - - - High, or above. 
Oleeakem =~ =. - Low, or downwards. 
Mungeet -- = = Not good. 
Weel moe ere - Good. 
Weel atrecoy. = - Very good. 
Mosul - ~ - Bad, or difpleafing. 
Omacarew - - - Toturn or tack, as a fhip or boat. 
Foomsthcotooath - To caulk, or {top a leak. : 
jfoomgth - = = Their oakum; made of cocoa-nut 
hufks. 
Debufs - -  - To defert or forfake a place or perfon. 
Moraketh - ~- = Means for a perfon to go before to 


fome place. 


Maoutb ~- = =. Means that you will follow and join 
them. 
Ago mey - - = Means go away, or out of my fight, 


being difpleafed with the perfon to 


whom it is {fpoke. 


Deakatick - - - A diflike of what is offered you, or 
declaration that you will not ac- 
cept it. 

Ongecll =~ - - It will do, it is very well. 

Oulmey - - - Give’ me that thing near you, or in 


your hand. 


Deegaa 
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Pont Reeenra 
LOT G RaLIO - 
| 
NA, 
LVLEY ae - 
Dnwrsn" 
£-O1M1T - - 
7 
in ) ee 2 " 
t,; QLOARAA ~ 


1 ot aoe ae re 6 I. 
May/ackas ANG ALD 
~ Cc 


| 
Ley mey - - 
Meemathifa ~ 


Mereacrick ~ 


| Myufs - = 


Lagoorutbh - 


hi Arréey Arveé = 


Morru - - 


Calem - ~ 


Arrvack - - 


Mecfoos = ~ 


Meethip 


Moorookem - 


Miffak - - 
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I have not what is afked for. 
Go away,ftand afide, keep at a dif- 


tance. 


To go away. 

Prefently. 

Give me that. 

Br ing me that. 

Let me look at it. 

To look out, to efpy. 

To fearch, to look for a thing loft. 

To paddle a canoe. 

To paddle faft. 

Signifies to the men in the canoes to 
exert themfelves. 

To hinder work, to impede it. 

To give a portion of provifion to each 
Chief or family at a feaft. 

To ftop. 

To make obeifance, to ftoop to a 
Chief. 

Broke like a ftick or piece of wood, 
purpofely. 

Broke like a piece of pottery or fhell, 
falling to the ground, accidentally, 

Melocketh 
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Melocketh 


Arr ajook 


Coreick 
Kow/e 


Ka/s 


Coteefow 


Meelemow 


Koothboo 


Career eeack 


Tong 
Oroo 
Otbey 
Oang 
Aleem 
Malong 
Owerbh 

5 ii 
Etew 
Mackoth 


Oloyuc R 


Ockathey 


=~ 


Ockawaugh 


ie 
Ockecwn2 


= 
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Broke like a rope by tenfion. 
A white f{tone. 
Red. 
White. 
Black. 
Blue. 
Green: 
Yellow. 
Brown, © 
One. 
Two. 
Three. 
Four. 
Five. 
Si, 
Sevell. 
Eight. 
Nine. 
Ten. 
Twenty. 
Thirty. 
Forty. 
Fifty. 


2C Ockeollom 
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ENG LYSE 


A hundred. 


VOCABULARY, 


= 
~- 
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< ‘ 


Ockatuew 
Mackoth adart 


O 


koollowm 
Ocko qweeth 
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